
Leaders Guide 
April: Session 1 

1 A Salvation Army Children & Youth Programme

Bible verses: 
John 15:1-11
Jesus is like a vine

Aim: 
To explore how and why 
we stay close to God

Today’s fruit:
Faithfulness

In this session we will discover what Jesus meant when he described 
himself as the vine, God as the gardener, and his followers as the branches. 

Jesus gathered with the disciples to celebrate the Passover festival. He had so much to share 
with them and knew the time was drawing near when he would no longer be with them. We’ll 
find out ways that we can stay close to him and grow the many fruits of the Spirit.

God is faithful to his promises. The Spirit helps us to be faithful, including being faithful, and 
staying close, to God.

Each child will need:
	– A selection of fruit to taste – please be aware of allergies

	– Memory verse wristband

	– Grapes handout

	– Scissors, glue, pens/pencils, paper plus green paper (optional)

	– Explore It ideas handout

You will need:
	– Vines handout or Vines presentation

	– A flipchart and pen

	– To think of an example of someone who has shown you what it means to stay close to Jesus 
(optional)

	– To create a display of a long vine with branches (one branch per child) from brown card / 
paper – see Action it

	– Today’s fruit sign: Faithfulness

The vine and the branches
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Start it
Start with a fruit-tasting session. Working within your budget and the children’s tastes, share 
a selection of fruits together. Discuss which ones they like the most and which ones they’ve 
never tried before. What is their favourite fruit? What is their least favourite fruit?

Ask: 
	– Have you ever tried to grow your own fruit? If so, what happened?

	– If you could grow any fruit at home, which one would you choose? Explain why.

Say: 
Our session today is all about God working as the gardener as we grow his fruit in our lives.

Sing it
Say: 
Our story today contains the memory verse for this month. It reminds us that we are all 
growing together like grapes on a vine in God’s family.

Give each child a memory verse wristband and share the memory verse together.

Memory verse
‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5 NIV)

Say: 
Our song for today will help us to remember our memory verse.

Song
‘John 15:5 I am the vine’ (Scripture memory song) by JumpStart3 (stop at 3:13)

Share it
Say: 
From this week’s song and memory verse we have already discovered that Jesus described 
himself as the ‘true vine’. Let’s watch the clip to find out more.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQF2YPIAqNY
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Video
Jesus, the true vine (Slapstick Theatre) by Saddleback Kids (2:27)

Ask:
	– What festival were the Jewish people celebrating?

	– What event does the festival of Passover remember?

Say: 
In our story today, Jesus is spending time with the disciples during Passover. He comforts them 
and gives them advice for a time when he won’t be physically with them any more. 

Ask: 
Jesus described himself as the vine and God as the gardener. What do you think he meant?

Read:
‘I am the true vine; my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch of mine that does 
not produce fruit. And he trims and cleans every branch that produces fruit so that it will 
produce even more fruit. You are already clean because of the words I have spoken to 
you. Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can produce fruit alone. It must 
remain in the vine. It is the same with you. You cannot produce fruit alone. You must 
remain in me.’

(John 15:1-4 ICB)	

Use the Vines handout or presentation to show the children what grapes growing on vines 
looks like (images 1 to 3 ). Ask them to describe what they see and how they know it is a healthy 
plant. 

Then show images of pruned grapevines (images 4 to 8). Ask them to describe what the vines 
look like and why they think the gardener removes so much of the plant. Explain that pruning 
takes away any parts of the plant that are no longer needed and gives the buds a chance to 
grow into healthy grapes. Did they spot how close the gardener has to get to the vines to prune 
them?

Ask: 
	– What do you think God wants to prune from our lives?

	– What kind of fruit would God like us to grow?

	– Why do you think Jesus says that we cannot produce fruit 
on our own?

Say: 
Every week we think about a fruit of the Spirit and how the 
Holy Spirit helps us to grow that fruit in our lives.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgWesdAHGMg
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Ask:
Can you name the fruit of the Spirit (from Galatians 5:22-23)?

Say: 
God wants to grow love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control in our lives. Sometimes that might mean that he needs to remove some of the 
things that stop us from growing in him.

Write the fruits of the Spirit on a flip chart for the children to see.

Read:
‘I am the vine, and you are the branches. If a person remains in me and I remain in him, 
then he produces much fruit. But without me he can do nothing. If anyone does not 
remain in me, then he is like a branch that is thrown away. That branch dies. People pick 
up dead branches, throw them into the fire, and burn them. Remain in me and follow my 
teachings. If you do this, then you can ask for anything you want, and it will be given 
to you. You should produce much fruit and show that you are my followers. This brings 
glory to my Father. I loved you as the Father loved me. Now remain in my love. I have 
obeyed my Father’s commands, and I remain in his love. In the same way, if you obey my 
commands, you will remain in my love. I have told you these things so that you can have 
the same joy I have. I want your joy to be the fullest joy.’

(John 15:5-11 ICB)

Say: 
Jesus told the disciples that God is a gardener and that the branches growing fruit will be kept 
and looked after, whereas the branches without fruit will be cut off. He said that the branches 
can’t grow fruit on their own – they can only grow fruit when they’re attached to the vine.

Ask: 
In what ways can we, as followers of Jesus, stay attached to the vine?

Say: 
Think about someone you know who closely follows Jesus.

Ask: 
	– What kind of things do they do to stay attached to the vine?

	– What kind of fruit do you see them producing in their lives?

You may want to share your own example of someone who has shown you what it means 
to stay close to Jesus. When the children have shared, then show them again one of the vine 
pictures, full of grapes. How is it different from the pruned vine you looked at earlier? Explain 
that when we stay attached to the vine, then God can grow amazing fruit in our lives, just like 
these grapes growing on the vine. And remember – the gardener always works very close to 
the vine to help it grow.
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Ask: 
Have you ever felt like God was really close to you? If you feel comfortable, then tell us all 
about it.

Say: 
Jesus is the vine. It’s him we need to stay with. He tells the disciples that the way to ‘remain’ in 
him is to stay in his love and keep his commands.

Action it
Explain that the children are going to make a display of a vine and branches to put up in the 
room that you meet in or share with the rest of the church in a public space. First, you will need 
to create a long vine using brown card. One of the children can write the memory verse on the 
main vine. 

Each child can write their name and decorate their own branch. These can then be attached to 
the main vine. On their Grapes handout, the children can write each fruit of the Spirit in a grape, 
decorate it and attach it to their branch. By the end of this activity there should be a vine, with a 
branch for each child and a bunch of grapes showing the fruit of the Spirit. Children may wish 
to cut and add leaves to their branch using green paper.

Pray it
Say: 
Take a moment to look at the fruit of the Spirit shown on your bunch of grapes.

Ask: 
Which fruit of the Spirit would you like God to grow in you? Explain your answer.

Display the Faithfulness sign.

Say: 
God promises that if we stay close to him, he will grow the fruit of 
the Spirit within us. One of the fruits of the Spirit is faithfulness. 
God keeps his promises and can be trusted. He wants to grow the 
fruit of faithfulness in us, so that we can be more like him. As you 
listen to the music, ask God to grow his fruit within your life and 
make a promise always to stay close to him.
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Explore It is produced by the Children and Youth Department in collaboration with Kay Moorby (soulwithaview)

Listen
‘Faithful’ (lyrics) feat Sarah Reeves by music meets heaven (4.09)

When the music finishes, bring the session to a close in prayer.

Explore it 
Remember to send home the Explore It ideas for children and families.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ykj8DWLMPaE
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April: Session 1 

7

Here are some 
ideas for you to 
explore at home.

Kids Alive! Online – salvationarmy.org.uk/kidsalive

Kids Alive! The UK’s only weekly Christian comic – is filled with jokes, competitions, Bible-based cartoons and much more...
and is now available to read online! 

The vine and the 
branches

Bible verses: 
John 15:1-11

Aim: 
To explore how and why 
we stay close to God

 Draw
Watch the clip and see if you can draw a 
bunch of funny grapes.

Art Core: overlapping – how to draw 
funny grapes by Art for Kids Hub

 Grow
Watch the clip with someone from home and 
see if you can grow your own strawberries.

How to grow strawberries (YouTube 
shorts) by @creative_explained

Song for 	
the week

‘John 15:5 I am the vine’ (Scripture 
memory song) by JumpStart3 

Memory verse
‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If 
you remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing.’

(John 15:5 NIV)

Today’s fruit: 
Faithfulness

http://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/kidsalive
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJIX0veA-aE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJIX0veA-aE
http://www.youtube.com/shorts/C-BNMejE8ro
http://www.youtube.com/shorts/C-BNMejE8ro
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQF2YPIAqNY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQF2YPIAqNY
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Resources 
April: Memory Verse Wristband

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5)

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5)

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5)

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5)

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5)

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5)



Resources 
April: Memory Verse Wristband

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5)

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5)

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5)

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5)

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5)

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5)
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Leaders Guide 
April: Session 2 

1 A Salvation Army Children & Youth Programme

Bible verses: 
Mark 11:1-11
Jesus enters Jerusalem as a king

Aim: 
To respond to the events
of Palm Sunday

Today’s fruit:
Goodness

In this session we will discover what happened when Jesus entered 
Jerusalem. 

Jesus gave two of his followers specific instructions so that he could ride into the city on a 
donkey. The people were full of excitement and gathered to sing his praises. Finally, their king 
and Saviour had arrived – but he wasn’t quite what the people were expecting. 

The people welcomed Jesus because they believed he would be a good king – fair, strong, and 
good to his people. God is good all the time.

Each child will need:
	– A slip of paper and a pen/pencil

	– Different shades of green A4 paper, a pen/pencil, scissors, glue and 
a lollypop stick – ideally a large one

	– Pens/pencils and paper

	– Explore It ideas handout

You will need:
	– A container for slips of paper

	– To watch Super easy Palm Sunday craft for kids by Trueway Kids (0:57)

	– Today’s fruit sign: Goodness

Palm Sunday

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SNsjzeL7JNY
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Leaders Guide
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Start it
Say: 
In today’s story the disciples were asked to follow a specific set of instructions. We will start 
today by testing your ability to do the same!

Give each child a slip of paper and a pencil. Ask them to write down a simple instruction. 
Examples could be: jump on the spot, touch your nose, lift up your arms, sit down etc. Once 
they have written down their instruction, ask them to fold it up and place it in a container. 
Randomly choose three of the instructions, read them out and then see if the children can 
complete all three instructions in order from memory. 

Return the slips of paper to the container and try the activity again, this time using four 
instructions. Discuss with the children whether they found it easy or challenging to remember 
all the instructions and follow them in order.

Sing it
Say: 
As Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, the people sang their praises. We’re going to do the 
same with our own song of praise.

Song
‘Hosanna rock’ (Yancy and Little Praise Party official preschool music video Palm Sunday 
song) by YancynotNancy (2:19)

Share it
Say: 
On Palm Sunday we celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. Let’s watch the clip to 
see what happened.

Video
The story of Easter (The triumphal entry) by Saddleback Kids (3:07)

Say: 
Jesus was approaching Jerusalem with his followers. He sent two of them with instructions to 
find a colt (a young donkey), telling them exactly where they would find the donkey and what 
they should say to anyone who questioned them.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVwhdqDrfz8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVwhdqDrfz8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-39h0xYqdE
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Leaders Guide
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Ask: 
Are you good at doing what you’ve been asked to do? Explain your answer.

Say: 
Sometimes, when we’re asked to do something, we question why we have to do it. The disciples 
were asked to do something quite unusual. Even in the time of Jesus, it would have been 
strange to walk into a town and just take an animal that obviously belonged to someone else.

Ask: 
The two followers willingly obeyed Jesus’ instructions. Why do you think they trusted Jesus?

Read:
‘The followers went into the town. They found a colt tied in the street near the door of a 
house, and they untied it. Some people were standing there and asked, “What are you 
doing? Why are you untying that colt?” The followers answered the way Jesus told them 
to answer, and the people let them take the colt.

‘The followers brought the colt to Jesus. They put their coats on the colt, and Jesus sat 
on it. Many people spread their coats on the road. Others cut branches in the fields and 
spread the branches on the road.’

(Mark 11:4-8 ICB)

Ask: 
	– Why do you think the people laid branches and their coats on the road?

	– What might we do today to show respect and recognition if Jesus came to our town?

Say: 
Everyone was excited because they hoped that Jesus was the king they were waiting for. 

Read:
‘Some of the people were walking ahead of Jesus. Others were following him. All of them 
were shouting,

“Praise God!
God bless the One who comes in the name of the Lord!
God bless the kingdom of our father David!
    That kingdom is coming!
Praise to God in heaven!”’

(Mark 11:9-10 ICB)

Ask: 
Have you ever been in a large crowd? What was it like?

Ask the children to imagine they were with all the people in Jerusalem that day. Encourage 
them to shout their praises by repeating the words of Mark 11:9-10. Read each line and ask them 
to shout it as loud as they can.
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‘Some of the people were walking ahead of Jesus. Others were following him. All of them 
were shouting,

“Praise God!
God bless the One who comes in the name of the Lord!
God bless the kingdom of our father David!
    That kingdom is coming!
Praise to God in heaven!”’

(Mark 11:9-10 ICB)

Say: 
Palm Sunday was a day of celebration; everyone was shouting words of praise and welcome. 
They believed that Jesus was the king who had been promised and would save them.

Action it
Explain that the children are going to make palm leaves to wave, made from their own palm! 
The following video clip is provided for use by the leader to give an idea how the palm leaf can 
be made. Perhaps fold the A4 paper into four before the children draw around their hand before 
cutting it out, and use different shades of green. The children could also write ‘Praise to God in 
heaven’ (Mark 11:10) on one of the palm leaves.

Video
Super easy Palm Sunday craft for kids by Trueway Kids (0:57)

Pray it
Display the Goodness sign.

Say: 
The people had suffered under cruel leaders for many years. In Jesus, they saw hope for a 
leader filled with goodness. In our world today it can be tempting to look out for our own 
interests rather than showing God’s goodness to others. 

Ask: 
How can we show God’s goodness in our lives?

Say: 
Our memory verse for this month reminds us that we do not need to try hard to be good. 
Instead, we can ask for God’s power to help us show his goodness to others. We don’t have to 
do it on our own. Let’s share our memory verse together.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SNsjzeL7JNY
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Explore It is produced by the Children and Youth Department in collaboration with Kay Moorby (soulwithaview)

Memory verse
‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5 NIV)

Pray with the group, asking God to grow the fruit of goodness in the heart of each child and the 
leader.

To bring the session to a close you could share the ‘Hosanna rock’ song again and encourage 
children to wave their palm leaves.

Sing
‘Hosanna rock’ (Yancy and Little Praise Party official preschool music video Palm Sunday 
song) by YancynotNancy (2:19)

Explore it 
Remember to send home the Explore It ideas for children and families.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVwhdqDrfz8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVwhdqDrfz8
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6

Here are some 
ideas for you to 
explore at home.

Kids Alive! Online – salvationarmy.org.uk/kidsalive

Kids Alive! The UK’s only weekly Christian comic – is filled with jokes, competitions, Bible-based cartoons and much more...
and is now available to read online! 

Palm Sunday

Bible verses: 
Mark 11:1-11

Aim: 
To respond to the events 
of Palm Sunday

 Create
Make up your own song or poem of praise to 
show how much you love Jesus.

 Discover
As we move into Holy Week, take some time 
with the people at home to discover how 
people around the world celebrate Easter.

What are some Easter traditions around 
the world? By The Adventure Buddies 

Which Easter tradition would you most like 
to try?Song for 	

the week
‘Hosanna rock’ (Yancy and Little Praise 
Party official preschool music video Palm 
Sunday song) by YancynotNancy  Memory verse

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If 
you remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing.’

(John 15:5 NIV)

Today’s fruit: 
Goodness

http://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/kidsalive
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ckmr1IGXKsA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ckmr1IGXKsA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVwhdqDrfz8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVwhdqDrfz8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVwhdqDrfz8
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Leaders Guide 
April: Session 3 

1 A Salvation Army Children & Youth Programme

Bible verses: 
Matthew 28:1-10 
Jesus rises from death

Aim: 
To consider Jesus’ resurrection 
and the difference it makes to us

Today’s fruit:
Joy

In this session we explore the events around Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday. 

In last week’s session we saw how the crowds cheered when Jesus entered Jerusalem. 
Things are very different for Jesus in this week’s story. We’ll discover what happened on 
Good Friday when Jesus died on the cross and we’ll celebrate with the disciples that Jesus is 
alive! 

Mary was filled with joy when she discovered that Jesus had been raised from the dead. This 
joy is for all people who know that Jesus is alive.

Each child will need:
	– A hot cross bun and some fillings – please be aware of allergies

	– Coloured tissue paper torn into different shapes and sizes, a plastic wallet or greaseproof 
paper, glue, scissors and a sheet of black card with a cross already cut out 

	– Pens/pencils and paper

	– Explore It ideas handout

You will need:
	– Today’s fruit sign: Goodness

	– To watch QDos creates at Easter: How to make cardboard stained-glass windows by 
Barnsley Museums (2:38)

Easter Sunday

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_f9Y7zBN0o
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Start it
Start by eating hot cross buns together.

Ask:
	– Do you prefer them hot or cold? 

	– With or without butter? Or any other fillings? 

	– What other flavours of hot cross bun have they tried? Chocolate? Apple? Some shops have 
cheesy Marmite ones or with chilli! 

	– Does anyone know what is in a traditional hot cross bun?

	– Why is there a cross on it?

Say: 
Hot cross buns are traditionally eaten by Christians on Good Friday. They have a long history 
going back hundreds of years, and at one time you could only sell them at Easter, Christmas or 
at burials. But nowadays lots of shops sell them all year round. It is generally thought today that 
the cross on the top is a symbol of the cross on which Jesus died, and the spices are a reminder 
of the spices used in his burial.

Sing it
Say: 
Easter Sunday is a day of celebration because Jesus is alive. Our song for today will help us to 
join in the celebration.

Song
‘He is alive’ by Christ Fellowship Kids (1:59)

Share it
Ask: 
Think back to last week’s story. How did the people treat Jesus when he arrived in Jerusalem?

Say: 
This week we will learn about what happened when Jesus rose from the dead. Before we do 
that, we need to see how the crowd’s cheers of ‘Hosanna!’ changed to shouts of ‘Crucify him!’ 
Watch the clip to find out what happened to Jesus once he entered Jerusalem.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_DZlxnhOcM
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Video
The story of Easter (Jesus’ sacrifice) by Saddleback Kids (5:21)

Watch: 0:00-4:02 ‘Three days passed and it seemed that there was no hope.’

Ask: 
	– Why were the religious leaders angry with Jesus? Why did they want Jesus to die?

	– How did the people treat Jesus? How was it different from the time Jesus rode into Jerusalem 
on a donkey?

	– How did Judas betray Jesus?

	– How did the soldiers treat Jesus?

	– What happened at the moment Jesus died?

	– Where was Jesus’ body placed?

Watch: 4:03-end.

Say: 
The women who visited the tomb were in shock. They couldn’t believe their eyes. The angel had 
an important job for them to do.

Read:
‘And go quickly and tell his followers. Say to them: “Jesus has risen from death. He is 
going into Galilee. He will be there before you. You will see him there.” Then the angel 
said, “Now I have told you.”’

(Matthew 28:7 ICB)

Ask: 
How do you think the women felt when they discovered that Jesus was risen from the dead?

Display the Joy sign.

Say: 
Mary was one of Jesus’ closest friends. She was filled with joy when she realised that Jesus 
was alive.

Read:
‘The women left the tomb quickly. They were afraid, but they were also very happy. They 
ran to tell Jesus’ followers what had happened. Suddenly, Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings.” The women came up to Jesus, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. 
Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go on to Galilee. 
They will see me there.”

(Matthew 28:8-10 ICB)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MXmDhjRIr-Q
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Ask: 
	– Have you ever been afraid and happy at the same time? If so, what made you feel that way?

	– Why do you think the women felt afraid and happy as they ran to tell the disciples that Jesus 
was alive?

	– What did Jesus tell the women to do?

	– Do you think anyone expected Jesus to rise from the dead? Why/why not?

Say: 
On Easter Sunday we celebrate that, after three days in the tomb, Jesus rose from the dead. We 
call this his resurrection.

Ask: 
	– Why is it so important that Jesus rose from the dead?

	– What does it mean for us, or what difference does it make?

Say: 
Jesus rising from the dead shows us that God has power over all things – even death. 

Action it
Explain that, to remind them of the joy of Easter, the children are going to make a brightly 
coloured stained-glass window. The clip fully explains how to make the stained-glass window, 
but you may want to prepare the cross outlines in advance of the session.

Video
QDos creates at Easter: How to make cardboard stained glass windows by Barnsley 
Museums (2:38)

Pray it
Say: 
We are going to share a song that gives us the opportunity to say thank you for what Jesus did 
for us on the cross.

Song
‘The story of the cross’ (lyric video) feat Rend Co Kids, by Young Saints (3:58)

Say: 
Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead so that we could have a relationship with him. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_f9Y7zBN0o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=As32JKpv_qU
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He lives today in the hearts of everyone who believes in him. 

Our memory verse reminds us of the strength we can draw from Jesus when we remain 
connected to him. Let’s share it together.

Memory verse
‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5 NIV)

Say:
Dear Jesus,

Thank you for dying on the cross and rising from the dead for us. We are so grateful that 
you love us that much. Help us to keep growing and becoming more like you. We promise 
to stay connected to you, Jesus, the vine that gives us the power to live lives full of love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

Help us to keep following you in our everyday lives and to tell others about what you 
have done for us on the cross.

Amen. 

Explore it 
Remember to send home the Explore It ideas for children and families.
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Here are some 
ideas for you to 
explore at home.

Kids Alive! Online – salvationarmy.org.uk/kidsalive

Kids Alive! The UK’s only weekly Christian comic – is filled with jokes, competitions, Bible-based cartoons and much more...
and is now available to read online! 

Easter Sunday

Bible verses: 
Matthew 28:1-10

Aim: 
To consider Jesus’ resurrection 
and the difference it makes to us

 Watch
In this clip, some children retell the story 
of Easter. Which bits did they get right and 
which bits aren’t quite what the Bible says?

Easter according to kids by Southland 
Christian Church

 Bake
Ask someone at home to help you make 
some Easter biscuits to share together.

Mary Berry’s Easter Biscuits by BBC Food

www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/mary_
berrys_easter_46791

Song for 	
the week

‘He is alive’ by Christ Fellowship Kids 

Memory verse
‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If 
you remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing.’

(John 15:5 NIV)

Today’s fruit: 
Joy

http://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/kidsalive
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdn1R90kX9A
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/mary_berrys_easter_46791
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/mary_berrys_easter_46791
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/mary_berrys_easter_46791
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_DZlxnhOcM
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1 A Salvation Army Children & Youth Programme

Bible verses: 
John 15:12-17
Jesus is like a vine

Aim: 
To explore Jesus’ command 
to love each other

Today’s fruit:
Kindness  

In our session today we return to John 15, where Jesus describes 
himself as the vine and us as the branches. 

Jesus shared with his disciples the importance of showing love to others, just as he loves 
us. Today we will think about what it looks like to show kindness to others and why it is so 
important to share God’s love with everyone we meet.

Kindness is about caring for others and being generous to them. The way God loves is kind, and 
with the Spirit’s help we can grow in kindness to others.

Each child will need:
– Explore It ideas handout

– Elasticated cord for bracelet making, scissors, tape, colourful beads (at least 16) and three
letter beads: L, O and A

– Pens/pencils and paper

You will need:
– A flip chart and pen

– Today’s fruit sign: Kindness

Start it
Say: 
Today we are thinking about Jesus’ command for us to love others. We can do this by showing 
God’s love in the way we act towards them. There are lots of ways we can show kindness to others.

Love God, love others



2 A Salvation Army Children & Youth Programme

Leaders Guide
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Explain to the children that they are going to watch a clip of a young woman who decided 
to celebrate her birthday by showing kindness to others. Watch the clip and discuss all the 
different ways the lady was kind – though remind the children that some of the ways are only 
appropriate for adults. 

Video
20 random acts of kindness by Yasmin J (3:05)

Discuss and list on a flip chart as many ways as possible that the children could show 
kindness to others. Give each child the Explore It Ideas handout and ask them to write their 
name on it. There is space on the handout for the children to write three acts of kindness they 
can try during the following week. Once the children have chosen their acts of kindness, then 
the handouts can be collected to take home at the end of the session.

Sing it
Say: 
In our Bible story today Jesus commands us to love one another. Our song reminds us how 
important it is to love others, just like Jesus loves us.

Song
‘Love one another’ (Yancy and Little Praise Party official music video) by YancynotNancy 
(2:43)

Share it
Say: 
In our first session this month we listened to Jesus describe himself as the vine and God as the 
gardener.

Ask: 
What part of the plant did Jesus describe his followers as?

Say: 
Our memory verse reminds us that we are the branches and also 
explains how we can grow the fruit of the Spirit. Let’s share our 
memory verse together.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFTBBKIX760
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47Kf90d7Tf8
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Memory verse
‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.’

(John 15:5 NIV)

Say: 
We’re going to watch a clip that reminds us what it means to be connected to Jesus, the vine.

Video
Vine and branches by LifeKids (1:51)

Ask: 
How can we stay connected to Jesus?

Say: 
Our Bible passage for today picks up from this point. Jesus has just described himself as the 
vine and explained how we can grow spiritually if we remain close to him. He then gives a 
command for his disciples, and for us, to follow. 

Read:
‘This is my command: love each other as I have loved you. The greatest love a person can 
show is to die for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I don’t 
call you servants now. A servant does not know what his master is doing. But now I call 
you friends because I have made known to you everything I heard from my Father. You 
did not choose me; I chose you. And I gave you this work, to go and produce fruit. I want 
you to produce fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you anything you ask for in 
my name. This is my command: love each other.’

(John 15:12-17 ICB)

Say: 
After telling the disciples why they should stay close to him, Jesus tells them that they need to 
love each other as well. In fact, he says that they need to love each other the same way he has 
loved them.

Ask:
	– In The Salvation Army, we have a phrase ‘Love God, love others.’ Have you heard this before? 
What do you think it means?

	– Which part of this is Jesus talking about in his passage?

	– Jesus said, ‘Love each other as I have loved you.’ In what ways has Jesus loved us?

	– How can we love others in the same way?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDlS4otedvY
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Say: 
Jesus says that the greatest love someone can show is to die for their friends. At this point 
in the story, the disciples do not know what is going to happen. In the past two sessions we 
looked at the story of Easter, and we know what Jesus meant.

Ask: 
– Jesus died for his friends – for all of us. What does this verse mean for us? Rather than dying
for our friends, what could it be about?

– When you think about the way God loves you, and the idea that Jesus died for you, how does
that make you feel?

Action it
Display the Kindness sign. 

Ask: 
– What is the kindest or most loving thing someone has ever done for you?

– How did it make you feel?

Say: 
This week our fruit of the Spirit is kindness, and we are going to take a moment to show 
kindness to people in our church community.

Explain that the children are going to make ‘Love one another’ (LOA) bracelets to gift to 
members of the congregation. The clip explains how to make the bead bracelets. After the 
session the children can gift the LOA bracelet to a member of the church community.

Video
Love one another bracelets for the golden rule by Sermon4Kids (1:58)

Pray it
Ask the children to sit in a circle each holding the LOA bracelet they 
have made. Go around the circle and ask each child to name the 
person they will gift the bracelet to. If they feel comfortable, they can 
explain why. When each child has shared, take time to pray for the 
people they have mentioned. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fMtqKVwbwc
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Optional activity
Our sessions this month have focused on the amazing sacrifice Jesus made for us and the way 
he showed his love for us. To bring the session to a close you may like to share this thank you 
prayer song together.

Song
‘Thank you, God’ (a fun Christian song for kids, animated Bible song) by Redefined TV Kids 
(2:44)

Explore it 
Remember to send home the Explore It ideas for children and families.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tM8R0SQ3vU
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Here are some 
ideas for you to 
explore at home.

Kids Alive! Online – salvationarmy.org.uk/kidsalive

Kids Alive! The UK’s only weekly Christian comic – is filled with jokes, competitions, Bible-based cartoons and much more...
and is now available to read online! 

Love God, love others

Bible verses: 
John 15:12-17

Aim: 
To explore Jesus’ command 
to love each other

 Love
Write down three acts of kindness you can 
do this week to show God’s love to others.

1.

2.

3.

 Share
Watch the clip with the people at home and 
discuss all the different ways you could 
show love to each other.

The best way to love others is … 
(animated Bible stories for kids) by Minno 
– Bible Stories for Kids 

Song for 	
the week

‘Love one another’ (Yancy and Little 
Praise Party official music video) by 
YancynotNancy 

Memory verse
‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If 
you remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing.’

(John 15:5 NIV)

Today’s fruit: 
Kindness  

http://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/kidsalive
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xu7N1KE7gyA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xu7N1KE7gyA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47Kf90d7Tf8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47Kf90d7Tf8
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