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The vine and the branches

Memory verse
‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If 
you remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing.’

(John 15:5 NIV)

Start it
In our Bible story today, Jesus describes 
himself as the vine and God as the gardener. 
We will learn all about how we are the 
branches. If we stay connected to the vine, 
we can grow the fruit of the Spirit in our 
lives.

Share it 
Share a child-friendly version of Acts John 
15:1-11 or watch the following clip.

The vine and the branches by LifeKids 
(1:50) 

Sit in a circle and ask the group to share 
together:

– If you could grow any fruit at home, which
one would you choose?

– How does Jesus describe himself in this
story?

– How does Jesus describe his followers in
this story? What do you think he means?

– What can we do to stay close to God?

– What kind of fruit does Jesus want to
grow in our lives?

Sing It
‘If I were a butterfly’ (lyrics and music) 
‘The butterfly song’ by Brian Howard, 
uploaded by Unreached Corners (3:09)

‘Wonderful Lord’ (official video) by Doug 
Horley (3:13)

Action it
Games and activities to reinforce the Bible 
passage: 

– Draw a picture of a vine and grapes
to remind you what Jesus said about
following him.

– Imagine you are a tiny seed and act out
growing into a tall, strong plant.

– Gather your friends together to create a
long grapevine winding around the room.

– Take a moment to say or write a prayer
thanking God for loving you.

Bible verses: 
John 15:1-11

Aim: 
To explore how and why 
we stay close to God

Today’s fruit: 
Faithfulness

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDlS4otedvY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-nb5CR1uec
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-nb5CR1uec
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=je66ti1DQRk
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Palm Sunday

Memory verse
‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If 
you remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing.’

(John 15:5 NIV)

Start it
Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, also 
known as a colt, and was met by crowds of 
people shouting ‘Hosanna!’. Today, we will 
discover why the people were so excited to 
meet Jesus and how we celebrate this event 
on Palm Sunday.

Share it 
Share a child-friendly version of Mark 11:1-11 
or watch the following clip.

The story of Easter (The triumphal entry) 
by Saddleback Kids (3:07)

Sit in a circle and ask the group to share 
together:

	– What instructions did Jesus give his 
followers when they went into Jerusalem?

	– Why were the people so excited to see 
Jesus?

	– What did the people do to welcome Jesus?

	– If Jesus came into your town today, what 
would you do to celebrate his arrival?

	– What song of praise would you sing to 
Jesus?

Sing It
‘The wise man built his house upon the 
rock’ by Tiny Tree Tunes uploaded by Lithos 
Kids. Just the first two verses (1:35)

‘All through history’ Nicky & Becky Drake 
by Worship For Everyone (3:36)

Action it
Games and activities to reinforce the Bible 
passage: 

	– Make up three instructions. Share them 
with a friend and see if they can follow the 
instructions carefully.

	– Using green paper, create a palm leaf and 
wave it in the air.

	– Imagine you are part of the crowd 
welcoming Jesus. Shout ‘Hosanna!’ at the 
top of your voice.

	– Our fruit of the Spirit today is goodness. 
Think of three ways that Jesus showed us 
how to be good.

Bible verses: 
Mark 11:1-11

Aim: 
To respond to the events 
of Palm Sunday

Today’s fruit: 
Goodness

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-39h0xYqdE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JzTJqmK8Exk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JzTJqmK8Exk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQS2HHayr38
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Easter Sunday

Memory verse
‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If 
you remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing.’

(John 15:5 NIV)

Start it
Last week we saw how the crowds cheered 
when Jesus entered Jerusalem. Things are 
very different for Jesus in this week’s story. 
On Good Friday we remember why Jesus 
died on the cross, and on Easter Sunday we 
celebrate him rising from the dead. The story 
of Easter Sunday fills us with joy, just like the 
women who found the empty tomb.

Share it 
Share a child-friendly version of Matthew 
28:1-10 or watch the following clip. Explain that 
‘resurrection’ means rising from the dead.

The Resurrection (Easter story, Jesus is 
alive) by Little Seeds Children’s Ministry 
(stop at 1:33 ‘And they found an empty tomb, 
just like the women had said.’)

Sit in a circle and ask the group to share 
together:

	– What happened to Jesus on Good Friday?

	– How do you think the women felt when 
they first found the empty tomb?

	– What did the angel tell the women to do?

	– What happened when the women told the 
disciples about Jesus?

	– Why was it so difficult for the disciples to 
believe that Jesus was alive again?

Sing It
‘Great big God!’ Vineyard Kids, Vineyard 
Worship UK and Ireland (2:51)

‘Jesus song’ by Saddleback Kids (2:45) This 
song tells us about the amazing thing Jesus did.

Action it
Games and activities to reinforce the Bible 
passage: 

	– Act out the moment when the women 
found the empty tomb.

	– Imagine what you would have said if the 
women had come to tell you that Jesus 
was alive.

	– Draw a picture of the empty tomb and 
write the words ‘He is risen!’ above it.

	– Our fruit of the Spirit this week is joy. 
Name three things that bring you joy.

Bible verses: 
Matthew 28:1-10

Aim: 
To consider Jesus’ resurrection 
and the difference it makes to us

Today’s fruit: 
Joy

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ORKuFiAXCZs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ORKuFiAXCZs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q8fcpShP19c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rn84AYtFUSM


Explore it:
Light

Light Guide 
April: Session 4 

1 A Salvation Army Children & Youth Programme

Love God, love others

Memory verse
‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If 
you remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing.’

(John 15:5 NIV)

Start it
The Salvation Army uses the phrase, ‘Love 
God, love others’. This phrase comes from 
Jesus’s command to love others, just like 
Jesus loves us. 

Today we will think about what it looks like 
to show kindness to others and why it is so 
important to share God’s love with everyone 
we meet.

Share it 
Share a child-friendly version of John 15:11-17.

Sit in a circle and ask the group to share 
together:

	– What is the kindest or most loving thing 
someone has ever done for you? How did 
it make you feel?

	– How does Jesus show his love to us?

	– How can we show that love to others?

	– Jesus died for his friends – for all of us. 
What does this verse mean for us? Rather 
than dying for our friends, what could it be 
about?

	– When you think about the way God loves 
you, how does it make you feel?

Sing It
‘Shine! (from the inside out)’ by Nick 
Jackson uploaded by Tangy Crayfish (2:20)

‘Holy Spirit’ for children by Ayi and her 
friends. Sing only the chorus (0:44-1:15)

Action it
Games and activities to reinforce the Bible 
passage: 

	– Create a picture or card that tells someone 
that they are loved by God.

	– Think of three ways you could show 
kindness at school and try them out this 
week.

	– Draw a big love heart and write ‘God loves 
you’ in the middle. Put it up at home to 
remind you how much you are loved.

	– Think of someone who needs to know God 
loves them and work out a way to let them 
know.

Bible verses: 
John 15:12-17

Aim: 
To explore Jesus’ command 
to love each other

Today’s fruit: 
Kindness  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WGarMi70QSs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjDEZXgmCrA
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