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This short thought, on the theme of Love Came Down, is for you to use as you wish. It will take around five minutes to deliver and could work in various contexts throughout Advent/Christmas, for example carol services, care home visits and outreach. Feel free to put your own spin on it!

Introduction

People all over the world will soon, in the words of Chris Rea, be ‘drivin’ home for Christmas’. Millions will set out on journeys over land, sea and sky to be with loved ones this holiday season.
This introductory quiz might be a good hook. Use Google Maps to find out the distances from where you’re delivering the talk. 
I wonder if anybody here today might be able to guess how far you’d have to drive home for Christmas from here to:
· The Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square?
· Santa’s grotto at the North Pole?
· Bethlehem, the place of Jesus’ birth?
Alternatively, you could ask people who finds themselves the furthest away from their home for Christmas, or who has the furthest journey to travel.

Challenge

The very first Christmas story is full of journeys. There’s the journey of around 80 miles that Mary and Joseph took from Nazareth to Bethlehem. The shepherds probably had the shortest trip – from nearby fields into town – but they hurried there with excitement and joy. The Magi, the wise men from the East, are likely to have travelled the furthest of all. Some scholars suggest their journey could have been over a thousand miles. Yet, while all these journeys mattered, they’re not the furthest journey that takes place at the first Christmas.
The Bible tells us in John 3:16 that ‘God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life’. In other words, the furthest journey that takes place at Christmas is the one that Jesus makes – from the eternal to the earthly, from the everlasting to the everyday, from the throne of Heaven to the straw of a manger. The furthest Christmas journey is the incredible distance of time and space that God crosses to demonstrate love for the whole world.
It shows us that, for God, there’s no distance too far. He is prepared to reach out to us with love. There is no tragedy or turmoil that he’s not prepared to travel through. There’s nothing we’ve done, or nothing we’ve become, that pushes us beyond the distance that God is willing to travel, to us, in love. God’s love travels through fear, loneliness, grief, anxiety and uncertainty to reach us right where we are.
At this point, you may wish to include relevant contextual examples of distances that aren’t too far for God’s love to travel.

Response

This Christmas, each one of us can encounter that love personally. For millions of people through the centuries, discovering Jesus has changed the course of their journey. They’ve found that when God’s love reaches you, it also sends you out to love and serve others.
The poet Christina Rossetti captured it beautifully in 1885, reminding us of the journey of love God made to us at Christmas, and the journey of love we are called to make into the world:
‘Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, Love divine;
Love was born at Christmas,
Star and Angels gave the sign.
Worship we the Godhead,
Love incarnate, Love divine;
Worship we our Jesus:
But wherewith for sacred sign?
Love shall be our token,
Love be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and all men,
Love for plea and gift and sign.’
And so her prayer becomes ours too: that God’s love would be both the gift that comes down this Christmas, and the gift we carry into the world.
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