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Get outdoors and share the Christmas story with this special Get OWT! session. Encourage families to wrap up warm and explore the story of Christmas together through a Nativity trail and some playful activities.
A shorter session with fewer activities might help prevent little ones from getting too cold, but if you do have an indoor space nearby you could set up some activities inside too. Download ‘Get OWT! in Colder Weather’ for more tips!

Bible stories

· The birth of Jesus is announced: Luke 1:26-38
· The birth of Jesus: Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-7
· The visit of the shepherds: Luke 2:8-20
· The visit of the wise men: Matthew 2:1-12

Activities

Why not choose from the activity suggestions below? You can find the details of these and other activities on The Salvation Army Family Ministries Pinterest page.
As a guide, the suggested activities have asterisks to show how easy they are to prepare and set up:
* This activity is simple to set up – gather the resources and go!
** This activity requires a bit of preparation, eg making play-dough or gathering a few different materials.
*** This activity may need some extra time to source, make or freeze things, or to gather resources, so plan well in advance.
Nativity story trail *
Set up an outdoor Nativity story trail for families to follow, using the printable pages. This activity flows well into the next one, with people collecting stickers along the trail to use in their Nativity pictures.

Nativity pictures *
Create a sticker Nativity scene using the printable stable background and some Nativity stickers (widely available at Baker Ross and other outlets). You could also provide straw, sticks or mud to add on – it would have been messy in the stable!

Christmas crowns **
Make Christmas crowns to wear, just like the kings in the Christmas story. Cut strips of A2 card and put double-sided tape along one side. Provide leaves, flowers and jewels to decorate them!

Matchbox mangers **
This is a simple craft to help young children remember the Christmas story and look after baby Jesus. Decorate a craft matchbox with felt and a star sticker. Add straw inside to make it nice and comfy! Wrap a wooden peg doll (baby Jesus) in some strips of cloth (eg felt, bandages and scrap fabric) and pop him safely into the matchbox manger.

Animals sensory play **
There probably would have been lots of animals in the stable. That would make it very messy and smelly! Set up a play tray with animal figures, play-dough, straw and a Nativity stable or toy wooden farm building. You could also add a toddler-friendly Nativity set.

Wise men potions mud kitchen ***
Mix up some potions that the wise men might have given to baby Jesus. Set up mixing bowls and spoons, and empty plastic bubble-bath bottles, along with some Christmas ingredients (eg orange slices, cloves, cinnamon sticks and spices), coloured water, or coloured rice (less messy and cold!).

Story ideas

Suggested books for story time or a story mat:
· Touchy-feely The Nativity (Fiona Watt and Rachel Wells)
· A Very Noisy Christmas (Tim Thornborough)
· The Twinkly Twinkly Nativity (Sam Taplin and Roísín Hahessy)
· Busy Nativity (Campbell Busy Books)
· The Play-Along Bible (Bob Hartman), ‘A Special Message’ page 50, ‘Away in a Manger’ page 52, ‘The Saviour Has Been Born’ page 55, ‘New Star, New King’ page 56
· God’s Big Promises Bible Story Book (Carl Laferton and Jennifer Davison), ‘An Angel Visits Mary’ page 217, ‘Jesus is Born’ page 227
· The Lion Easy Read Bible (Christina Goodings), ‘Jews and Romans’ pages 206-219
· The Big Bible Storybook (Maggie Barfield), ‘Jesus is Born’ page 124,‘A Message for the Shepherds’ page 126, ‘A Message for the Wise Men’ page 128

Questions

· I wonder what you like best in the Christmas story?
· I wonder what Mary and Joseph must have been thinking?
· How do you celebrate Christmas? What special people will you see?
· What gift would you give to baby Jesus?
· What activity did you enjoy doing today?

Song suggestions

· ‘Oh What a Special Night’: https://youtu.be/duzZ-p6rYNI?list=RDduzZ-p6rYNI 
· ‘Away in a Manger’: https://youtu.be/jZVUg7Oql6w?list=RDjZVUg7Oql6w 
· ‘Baby Jesus We Love You’: https://youtu.be/4k-whdwL0Ng?list=RD4k-whdwL0Ng 
· ‘Counting Down to Christmas’: https://vimeo.com/769810312?share=copy 
· ‘Too Wonderful’: https://youtu.be/pkc2m0CmYL8 



‘The Star in the Sky’
Tune: ‘Wheels on the Bus’
The star in the sky says follow me, follow me, follow me, 
The star in the sky says follow me, at Christmas time.
Mary and Joseph walked and walked, walked and walked, walked and walked,
Mary and Joseph walked and walked, to Bethlehem.
Christmas is our favourite time, favourite time, favourite time,
Christmas is our favourite time, thank you God!

Baby Jesus
Tune: ‘Frère Jacques’
Baby Jesus, baby Jesus
Born today, born today,
Lying in a manger, lying in a manger
In the hay, in the hay.
Angels singing, angels singing
In the sky, in the sky,
Shepherds run to see him, shepherds run to see him;
Hush don’t cry, hush don’t cry.
Wise men travel, wise men travel
From afar, from afar,
Bringing gifts for Jesus, bringing gifts for Jesus,
Follow the star, follow the star.
Baby Jesus, baby Jesus
Born today, born today.
Happy happy Christmas! Happy happy Christmas!
Shout hooray! Shout hooray!



Prayer

Teach the actions for each line of the prayer for everyone to join in with.
Here are the sheep, asleep on the hill. (Fingers curled in)
Here are the shepherds, watching them still. (Wiggle two fingers)
Bright angels came shining to send the good news. (Wiggle fingers)
‘A baby is born for me and for you.’ (Rock a baby and point)
Dear Father God, at Christmas, with presents and fun, (Clap hands)
We thank you for your gift of your own precious son. (Rock a baby)
Amen.
(Source: More Christmas Wrapped Up!, Scripture Union)
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