Welcome to the February edition of Prayer Matters, which will look a bit more familiar to you than the January edition as we return to following our UKI Prayer Rhythm, praying for a different aspect of Salvation Army mission and ministry each day.
Thank you to all those who followed our Listening and Discernment journey in January. We hope and pray it was a time of deeper connection with God for each one of you.
This month we are supporting a number of Salvation Army events in prayer, as well as praying for our Self-Denial Appeal. We’re also praying for the important work of the Family Ministries Helping-Hand Appeal, and our divisional prayer focus takes us to the Central, Southern and Channel Islands Division and the Yorkshire and Humber Division.
Our Sunday Sabbath Prayers are an opportunity to reflect on breaking up the hard ground in our lives, bringing hope and welcoming the presence of God in our hidden places – all connected to our Covenant Sunday and Lent resources.
Thank you for your partnership with us in prayer.

Lyndall Bywater
UKI Boiler Room Team

SUNDAY 1 February: SABBATH PRAYER
The Presentation at the Temple
We have reached the moment in the Church calendar when we remember Mary and Joseph bringing their baby son Jesus to the Temple to be consecrated to God. The story tells of two older people, both of whom had spent many years worshipping in that place, suddenly encountering the Spirit of God afresh as they met the baby Jesus. If you are feeling the weariness of having attended church for years, navigating its complexities and serving as best you can, may you be refreshed today; and as you enter that familiar place of worship again, may you meet Jesus in a new and wonderful way.
Lyndall Bywater (UKI Boiler Room Team)

MONDAY 2 February: SHARING THE GOOD NEWS
Divisional Leaders Training and Development Days (1-3 February)
The theme for the Divisional Leaders Training and Development Days is ‘To serve the present age’. Pray for the delegates, that they will be encouraged through the spiritual day, and that they will be equipped through the teaching days to be better prepared to meet people’s needs in appropriate ways in the ‘present age’. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be very present amongst the group, bringing discernment, power, love, comfort and guidance.
Colonel Julie Forrest (Territorial Secretary for Leader Development)

TUESDAY 3 February: SERVING AND CARING
Divisional Leaders Consultation (4 February)
Gracious God, as the leaders of our territory meet in consultation tomorrow, grant them wisdom, unity and vision. May your Holy Spirit guide their thoughts and give them understanding and discernment in the important matters they discuss. Open their minds and their hearts. Help them to hear your voice, that they may serve this territory with integrity and compassion; and as they do, strengthen them by your love.
Lieut-Colonel Jane Cowell (Assistant Chief Secretary)

WEDNESDAY 4 February: JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION
Lament for Violence Against Women and Girls
Over the coming weeks we will focus our Justice and Reconciliation prayers on women and girls who are experiencing gender‑based violence. We begin in lament. God of compassion, we grieve for the countless women and girls around the world and throughout history whose lives have been taken or scarred by violence. Receive our lament. May we weep, and may our sorrow move us to act with courage and love.
Hayley Still (UK Engagement Coordinator, Salvation Army International Development)

THURSDAY 5 February: INTERNATIONAL SALVATION ARMY
Tanzania Territory
We pray today for The Salvation Army’s work in Tanzania. We pray for those communities which are being supported through the Village Savings and Loans scheme and the Community Health Services programme; that families will be lifted out of poverty and ill health, to live life in abundance. We pray too for the territorial leadership team, Colonels Mary and Samuel Mkami and Lieut-Colonels Anna and Willy Gibson.
Lyndall Bywater (UKI Boiler Room Team)

FRIDAY 6 February: GROWING IN FAITH
Assessment Conference
Dear God, we thank you that Salvationists are responding to your call on their lives to be officers and territorial envoys. This weekend, as applicants and assessors meet for a key weekend of discernment, we pray that everyone will have a deep sense of your presence and a keen awareness of your wisdom.
Major Catherine Smith (Territorial Candidates Director)

SATURDAY 7 February: CARE FOR CREATION
Self-Denial Appeal 2026 – Bringing hope
Father God, as we begin the Self-Denial Appeal 2026, let us be open to the stories we will hear in the following weeks. Teach us how to give generously, and show us ways we can put money aside so that we can partner in the work of caring for this world you have made and supporting the work of The Salvation Army internationally. We give thanks for the Army’s work in Estonia, and pray for Lieutenant Renno Rannamäe and the other Salvation Army officers serving there.
Faye Lloyd-Jones (Resource Coordinator, Mission Resources)

SUNDAY 8 February: SABBATH PRAYER
Breaking Hard Ground
In our Covenant Sunday focus this year, we reflected on what it means to break up the hard, unploughed ground in ourselves. Four weeks on, I wonder what the field of your life looks like. Has the plough of God’s grace been opening up new places in you? Have you noticed a softening in you towards people or situations which you used to be resistant to? Is there new hunger in you for the things of God?
Take some time today to notice the things God has been doing.
Lyndall Bywater (UKI Boiler Room Team)

MONDAY 9 February: SHARING THE GOOD NEWS
Yorkshire and Humber Division – Student ministry
Pray for our new focus on student ministry within the division. Yorkshire and Humber has a number of cities with large student populations, and we are seeking to develop a student ministry initially in Sheffield and potentially in Leeds. Pray that, as we advertise the first post for a Sheffield student worker, the right person will apply to work alongside our Divisional Youth Specialists team. As we undertake a listening and networking process in Leeds, pray also that we discern whether God is leading us to pursue student ministry in that city. We are excited about the number of young people engaging with our churches/corps across the division and we are seeing signs of the quiet revival, as young people are naturally inviting their friends to church!
Major Caroline Heward (Assistant Divisional Commander, Yorkshire and Humber Division)

TUESDAY 10 February: SERVING AND CARING
Mission Conference (12-15 February)
The theme of the 2026 Mission Conference is ‘Intero’, from the Latin root meaning ‘between, among, within’, and it’s an invitation to wholeness. It reminds us that faith flourishes in the shared life of the Body of Christ. Pray for holy discernment for the leaders of the conference as they prepare to share what God has put on their hearts. Pray too for those who will be attending as leadership teams, that they will find a strengthening of their relationship to each other and to the shared cause of leading mission and discipleship in their various corps.
Major Kerry Coke (Assistant Secretary for Mission)

WEDNESDAY 11 February: JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION
Equally loved and valued
One in three women will experience gender-based violence in her lifetime. God of justice, you love and value each one of us equally. When women are treated as inferior, dehumanised or controlled, this truth about who they are is denied. Enable us to see each person through your eyes, that we may treat one another with love, dignity, equality and compassion. Bring violence against women and girls to an end, we pray.

Hayley Still (UK Engagement Coordinator, Salvation Army International Development)

THURSDAY 12 February: INTERNATIONAL SALVATION ARMY
South America West Territory
The South America West Territory includes Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador and Perú, and The Salvation Army serves the people of those countries with homelessness services, health services, food aid and schools, as well as having almost 100 worshipping communities. We pray that many will come to know the love and goodness of God through their encounters with The Salvation Army. We pray for the territorial leadership team, Colonels Alex and Luz Nesterenko and Lieut-Colonels Pedro and Raquel Sanchez.
Lyndall Bywater (UKI Boiler Room Team)

FRIDAY 13 February: GROWING IN FAITH
Mission Conference (12-15 February)
Pray for all those attending the Mission Conference this weekend as we explore together the theme of ‘Intero’ – faith flourishing in the shared life of the Body of Christ. There will be a call inwards towards authentic spiritual depth and connection, and a call outwards towards communities that embody resilience, relevance and restoration. Pray that all who attend will first and foremost be drawn closer to Jesus as we worship, pray, listen to God’s word and spend time in relationship with each other; and pray that we will each be inspired by the Holy Spirit to step boldly into whatever it is that God is calling us to do where we are.
Major Kerry Coke (Assistant Secretary for Mission)

SATURDAY 14 February: CARE FOR CREATION
Self-Denial Appeal 2026 – Hope House
Father, we thank you for Hope House in Estonia, and the offer of support and love that it brings. We pray for continued transformation in the lives of all those who need support in overcoming addiction. Thank you for the leaders and volunteers who serve at Hope House, and the beacon of hope that it shines in the local area. 
Faye Lloyd-Jones (Resource Coordinator, Mission Resources)

SUNDAY 15 February: SABBATH PRAYER
Bringing Hope
In our Covenant Sunday Focus in January, we reflected on how we might bring hope to the people around us this year. As you look back over the first six weeks of the year, what seeds of hope have you been planting, and what signs of hope are you seeing around you?
Lyndall Bywater (UKI Boiler Room Team)

MONDAY 16 February: SHARING THE GOOD NEWS
Central, Southern and Channel Islands Division – Year of prayer
Our Divisional Children’s Worker and Divisional Youth Specialist have launched a year of prayer for our children’s and young people’s work. Join us in prayer for all the work already done, and for new opportunities to reach out to the younger generations around the division. Pray especially for those who are delegates in our ‘Youth Growing Leaders’ programme. 
Major Jane Alton (Divisional Leader, Central, Southern and Channel Islands Division)

TUESDAY 17 February: SERVING AND CARING
Territorial Youth Band and Territorial Youth Chorus (16-20 February)
110 delegates and 40 staff will gather for this year’s Territorial Youth Band and Territorial Youth Chorus (TYB and TYC), five days of discipleship and music-making together. The theme of the week is Light. We pray that delegates will find ways to show the light of God in their lives, and that they will also spend the week encouraging the light to shine within each other. We ask that God’s strength, patience and grace will be upon each staff member, and that, as they give of their time and talents, they too will receive blessings beyond measure. 
Stephanie Lamplough (Assistant Director, Music and Creative Arts)

WEDNESDAY 18 February: JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION
Journeying with women and children in Bangladesh
For more than 30 years, The Salvation Army in Jashore, Bangladesh, has faithfully journeyed with women and children living in the neighbourhood brothel district. Women end up there for many reasons – debt, deception, abandonment – but not out of choice. Lord God, we pray that the cycles of sexual exploitation that persist here will be destroyed, and women and children will find pathways to freedom.
Hayley Still (UK Engagement Coordinator, Salvation Army International Development)

THURSDAY 19 February: INTERNATIONAL SALVATION ARMY
Germany, Lithuania and Poland Territory
We pray today for the Germany, Lithuania and Poland Territory, giving thanks for the many ways in which Salvationists are loving and serving their local communities. We pray particularly for the work the Army is doing among refugees in these nations, that there will be enough resources to support everyone who needs help. We pray for the territorial leadership team of Colonels Dean and Eirwen Pallant and Lieut-Colonels Achim and Anette Janowski.
Lyndall Bywater (UKI Boiler Room Team)

FRIDAY 20 February: GROWING IN FAITH
Territorial Youth Band and Territorial Youth Chorus (16-20 February)
As TYB and TYC draw to a close, pray for each delegate, that they will find solace and strength which they can take back with them into their everyday lives: their home, their corps and their school or college. Pray for today’s final celebration, ‘Youth Makes Music’, that God will be at the centre of all that is produced, and that his presence will be felt by all who listen and engage in the music and worship. May God use all that is done and given in his name in this week to bring people closer to a life of fullness in him and to extend his Kingdom.
Stephanie Lamplough (Assistant Director, Music and Creative Arts)

SATURDAY 21 February: CARE FOR CREATION
Self-Denial Appeal 2026 – Narva Corps
Lord, we come before you in prayer for Narva, Estonia. Thank you for the work of The Salvation Army in this area, particularly with the local families. Help them to build connections with each other and learn more about you. May this place also be protected from international tensions and may the people who live there feel safe.
Faye Lloyd-Jones (Resource Coordinator, Mission Resources)

SUNDAY 22 February: SABBATH PRAYER
Hidden to Whole – Hidden hope
Our Lent resources for this year take us on a journey, helping us to examine the hidden things in our hearts.
Lord, we pray over the courageous work of inviting the Spirit to heal us to wholeness. As we look at the theme of ‘Hidden hope’, help us in our search for the hidden things within our hearts that you have planted and want to breathe new life into. May we live out this transforming love in our everyday lives and communities.
Taken from www.salvationist.org.uk/resources/key-dates/lent

MONDAY 23 February: SHARING THE GOOD NEWS
The ‘9:38’ Call to Prayer
Thank you, God, for inspiring us to pray daily for people to step into their calling, whether in their families, their schools, their workplaces, their neighbourhoods or in some other way. We pray for spiritual leaders in every sphere, including those called to Salvation Army officership or territorial envoyship, or to be employed spiritual leaders. May they take the next step in their calling today.
Why not spend some time refreshing the list of people you are praying for daily at 9:38.
Major Catherine Smith (Territorial Candidates Director)
Read more about the ‘9:38’ initiative here:
www.salvationist.org.uk/articles/938-prayer-initiative

TUESDAY 24 February: SERVING AND CARING
Central, Southern and Channel Islands Division – Leaders Retreat (24-26 February)
Pray for the officers, territorial envoys and staff from across the division who are meeting for their divisional retreat, that the Holy Spirit will anoint those who lead, and that this will be a time of spiritual refreshment and renewal. This is also only a short time before officers are notified of new appointments; pray for them as they await news.
Major Jane Alton (Divisional Leader, Central, Southern and Channel Islands Division)

WEDNESDAY 25 February: JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION
Courage to challenge injustice
We pray for The Salvation Army’s project in Bangladesh, as the team works with partners and local government to reform policies and improve access to systems of support and justice. And even as we pray for this project in Bangladesh, we pray for ourselves: may we too have courage to challenge unjust attitudes and practices in our homes, workplaces, churches and local communities, so that dignity is recognised and upheld.
Hayley Still (UK Engagement Coordinator, Salvation Army International Development)

THURSDAY 26 February: INTERNATIONAL SALVATION ARMY
Sri Lanka Territory
The Sri Lanka Territory holds the watchword that ‘while there is life, there is hope’. We give thanks for all the ways the Army is bringing life-giving help to the villages, towns and cities of Sri Lanka. We pray for the social enterprise and community development work which is helping those living in poverty to find more sustainable income, and we pray for the disaster relief work which seeks to alleviate the traumatic aftermath of natural disasters. We pray God’s blessing on the territorial leadership team of Colonels Nihal and Rohini Hettiarachchi and Lieut-Colonels Imran Sabir and Nighat Imran.
Lyndall Bywater (UKI Boiler Room Team)

FRIDAY 27 February: GROWING IN FAITH
Yorkshire and Humber Division – Leadership
Leadership continues to be a challenge in the division, with many of our corps currently unofficered. Pray for discernment as we consider how best to support local corps leadership teams. Pray that God will continue to raise up leaders within The Salvation Army to serve him in his church.
Major Caroline Heward (Assistant Divisional Commander, Yorkshire and Humber Division)

SATURDAY 28 February: CARE FOR CREATION
Self-Denial Appeal 2026 – Estonia Children’s Camp
Lord God, in this week’s Self-Denial video we see a thriving children’s camp in Estonia. We pray for every child and young person here; may they know your love and continue exploring their faith. We give thanks for the volunteers, leaders and practical resources that make this event possible.
Faye Lloyd-Jones (Resource Coordinator, Mission Resources)

