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Easter Sunday Prayer and Worship Ideas
Here are some prayer and worship ideas that you might like to use on or around Easter Sunday. Feel free to adapt, develop or change them to suit your context. At the end, there are some song suggestions tied into Christ being our living hope.

The ideas have been split into categories based on how much prior preparation they need:
· This idea is simple to set up (*)
· This idea requires a bit of preparation (**)
· This idea may need some extra time to prepare (***)

Restore, Renew and Sustain Prayer (*)
You may want to ask volunteers to read the prayers written below, or have a time of open prayer for people to speak what’s on their hearts:
Unlike the empty expectations offered elsewhere, Jesus’ resurrection emboldens us with a hope that will never die. This is a hope that restores, renews and sustains us as courageous disciples.
Today we pray for this living hope to transform situations around the world, for our community and for us as individuals. 
Firstly, we pray for God to restore the world.
Hold your hands out as if you were holding the globe. 
Father, you have the whole world in your hands. At your breath, creation responds. We stand in wonder at the beauty of your works. Teach us to care and nurture the space where we live. 
At this time, we want to bring before you those parts of the world that are in turmoil. We call out to you to transform threats to peace; to bring order to chaos; to restore, as only you can. Father, make your presence known in every area experiencing grief, destruction and fear.
Secondly, we pray for renewal of our church in this community. 
Create a circle with your hands to represent the people in your area. 
Lord, renew our calling to be bearers of hope and to share the good news of Jesus’ resurrection to all. 
We pray for the individuals who are connected with us through our programmes and activities, including … 
Include your own programme activities here. 
Keep our eyes open, not only to their practical needs, but to their spiritual needs too. Embolden us to share your love in our conversations and actions. 
We also pray for each individual we interact with during the week. May we take time to minister and share your love with those people. 
Finally, we cry out to God to sustain us as individuals.
Point your finger towards yourself.
Thank you, Father, that you chose me to be a witness and to tell others about your resurrection. Take all my gifts and strengths and use them to do your work in the places where you put me. 
Sustain me when I feel stretched and renew my hope in you. May I continue to radiate your love and show your eternal hope in my place of work and home, to my friends and to strangers, in the places I’ve been before and in the places I’m yet to go.
Amen.

Hope is Living Responsive Prayer (*)
You can find the words to this prayer in a PowerPoint presentation on the Easter Resources page: salvationist.org.uk/resources/key-dates/easter. 
This prayer has been written to celebrate hope being alive – encourage your congregation to respond joyfully. You could lead the prayer during the instrumental of a worship song (eg ‘Everlasting God’ by Chris Tomlin). If you have a worship band ask them to repeat the introduction while the prayer is happening or use this link:  youtube.com/watch?v=jkouk7FoAUo.
Leader: Jesus, we come before you in joyful praise and admiration, for you conquered the grave. We ask that each of us can know what it is like to be sustained and renewed by love today. 
Response: Hope is living in me.
Leader: We pray that you embolden us and send us out from here to share the good news of hope for all. May we be the beacon of hope in this community, whether that be in this space or the spaces we go during our week. 
Response: Hope is living in this community.
Leader: This world is crying out for hope. Your eternal and unconditional hope is needed today. We want to recognise the spaces where love for you is growing and all the ways that people radiate hope and love to one another. 
Response: Hope is living in this world.
Leader: We thank you for your death and resurrection – an act of love for us all. Help us to be courageous disciples and bring hope to a broken world.
Response: Hope is alive today!
Amen.

Share Hope (*)
Ask for a volunteer and whisper to them ‘Jesus is alive, hope is living’. Then invite two more people to join you and ask your original volunteer to share the message with them. Make sure your congregation can’t hear what they are saying.
Then ask another few volunteers to join for the original group to share the message in the same way with them too. Ask all the volunteers to start creating a circle facing towards each other and sharing the message around the circle. Gradually invite more and more people to join the circle until everyone in the building is included and knows the message. Once everyone is in a circle ask them all to shout the message – ‘Jesus is alive, hope is living!’ 
Now ask everyone to turn around so their backs are towards the centre of the circle. Explain how we are called to go and share the good news in the places we spend our time, to our neighbours. Challenge your congregation to boldly share the hope of Jesus with the people they are around this week.

Different Wholeness (**)
Hand out pieces of paper to everyone and ask them each to draw a big circle on their page. It doesn’t have to be a perfect circle – it’s actually better if it’s not. Now compare with the people around you. You should notice how each circle is slightly different. 
All of the circles represent wholeness but aren’t the same. Wholeness with Christ looks different for each person. It isn’t about comparing, but it’s about entering a relationship with him to access this wholeness and fullness of life for yourself.
Spend some time drawing or writing a prayer within your circle, asking God to show you what wholeness looks like in your life. 

Song Suggestions – Hope is Living
· ‘Because he lives’, SASB 219
· ‘Because he lives’, Celtic Worship (youtu.be/RFIr8-gH55E?si=sY0VIKN9DzJBOrhK)
· ‘Christ the Lord is risen today’, SASB 218
· ‘Christ the Lord is risen today’, Page CXVI (alternative setting)
(youtube.com/watch?v=ZSIScgsSZ_E) 
· ‘In Christ alone’, SASB 861
· ‘Living hope’, Bethel Music (lyrics and chords at
bethelmusic.com/resources/peace-vol-ii/living-hope)
· ‘Living hope’, Phil Wickham – official lyric video
(youtube.com/watch?v=ifFovH-dhHw)
· ‘Praise him! Praise him! Jesus our blessed Redeemer!’, SASB 231
· ‘Resurrection day’, Rend Collective lyric video 
(youtube.com/watch?v=9u7V-g_cJaU)  
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