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Summary
If you’ve followed the ‘Called to be …’ series over the past four weeks, then you may want to start with a summary of the series up to this point. If you are using this as a stand-alone Candidates Sunday sermon, then you could give an overview of Peter’s story.

You may choose to use a video to illustrate Peter’s story, such as ‘God’s Story: Peter’ by Crossroads Kids’ Club
www.youtube.com/watch?v=SVx_G8yB19I. 
Alternatively, you may choose to do a quick enactment or use visual aids to symbolise each step of Peter’s story up to this point. This could either be used during the meeting or as an introduction to the sermon.

· Peter is called to be a disciple, as Jesus calls him to leave his nets and to follow (Luke 5:1-11).
· Peter is called to be trusting, as Jesus leads him to step out of the boat and put his trust in him (Matthew 14:22-34).
· Peter is called to be purposeful, as he declares that Jesus is the Messiah and Jesus confirms Peter’s identity and speaks of his future (Matthew 16:13-20).
· Peter is called to be forgiven, as he recognises past failures and looks to Jesus for forgiveness (John 21:15-19).

Note: Some may feel that a message on ‘Called to be a Leader’ is not relevant for them. However, Acts 2 offers rich ground for showing that Peter’s leadership isn’t an exception – it’s an expression of what every Spirit-filled believer and disciple is called to. We all can be inspired by Peter’s journey when understanding more about our calling and responding, whatever that may look like. That may be a call to leadership roles, locally or as an officer or territorial envoy, or to share the good news of Jesus right where we are.

Introduction
How would you define a Christian leader?
· One way to define it is simply using the influence God has given you to reflect Jesus.
· Every Christian, no matter your age, gender or background, has a sphere of influence. 
· Peter influences thousands. We may never influence thousands, but within your personal sphere you may influence someone you meet. 


Note: this sermon will jump ahead of the story to Pentecost in a                         couple of weeks’ time.
As this series comes to a close, we unpack the story to see Peter after Pentecost – and we discover what happens when a transformed person becomes a transforming presence in the world. Peter lives out his call, not only by following Jesus but also by becoming a leader. 

Read Acts 2:37-42
‘When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.’

· Peter is a very real and relatable character – one that messes up and sometimes falls short. He loves Jesus and completely surrenders his own plans to follow him. At the same time he doubts and questions. 
· Before Pentecost, Peter is impulsive, fearful, easily shaken, and sometimes completely mistaken about Jesus’ mission. 
· Yet on the day of Pentecost he stands with remarkable clarity and confidence as he proclaims the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

What changed?
· The Holy Spirit didn’t erase Peter’s story, but transformed Peter through it. 
· Peter’s failures didn’t disqualify him; they became the very places God’s grace grew in him. 
· His compulsive nature was used to boldly preach the name of Jesus. 

We are not defined by past failures; instead the Holy Spirit transforms our story, offering forgiveness and redemption. We ask to be transformed and used.

You might want to include your own story of someone or use the example below.
Gareth Southgate once famously missed a winning penalty shot for                       England, but later went on to manage the England team to reach two                                 Euro finals and a World Cup semi-final. He is now considered an inspirational leader. Failure doesn’t define us; but how we use our story particularly in our own sphere of influence does.

Peter’s story reminds us that leadership begins with personal transformation.
· What has God brought you through? 
· What failures has he redeemed? 

Peter’s response
· After being filled with the Spirit, Peter doesn’t keep the experience for himself. He steps forward, he speaks truth, and he points people to Jesus. 
· Peter speaks to the crowd about the outpouring of the Spirit, proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah, reminding them that Jesus had been crucified but God raised him from the dead, and that this was all part of God’s plan. That’s Spirit-led leadership.
· Spirit-led leadership doesn’t draw attention to ourselves, but helps others see Jesus clearly. 
· One of our roles as disciples is to help others see Jesus clearly. Every believer leads when they act in ways that reflect Jesus to others and draw attention to him, not to themselves. 
· When the crowd is ‘cut to the heart’ and asks, ‘What shall we do?’, Peter boldly invites them to repent, be baptised, and receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:37). His obedience – one man’s ‘yes’ – becomes the spark that leads to three thousand new believers.
· Obedience to God creates ripples. William and Catherine Booth started with a small mission in the East End. Those ripples have grown into a global movement today. 

You may have other examples to share at this point. This could be a local example from your context.

Peter’s response and obedience – his ‘yes’ – created ripples through the crowd that day, which then grew day by day. 

Peter’s boldness
Peter speaks to a crowd that could reject him. His boldness doesn’t come from self-confidence but from Spirit-confidence.
We may never preach to thousands, but boldness is needed in everyday faithfulness:
· when we pray for someone
· when we speak a word of encouragement
· when we forgive
· when we share our story
· when we choose obedience over comfort
God doesn’t ask us to control the outcome – only to respond to his call.

The Birth of a Spirit-Filled Community
Peter’s response and boldness doesn’t just launch a leader; it gives birth to a community. 
· Acts 2:42–47 describes this new Spirit-filled community: they are centred on Jesus, devote themselves to Scripture, share meals, give generously, worship, welcome others, and embody Christ. 
· As we each respond to our individual calling, we don’t neglect our shared calling as the Church to become a witness to the world. 
· A Spirit-filled community speaks loudly to the world through how it loves, shares, welcomes, forgives, and worships. 
· Every believer contributes to that shared witness. The community becomes the witness just as much as the sermon – almost certainly more!

Questions for reflection
· What inspires you from Peter’s story?
· Where has God placed you?
· Who has God given you influence with?
· What does Spirit-led leadership look like in your ordinary relationships?
· What is God calling you to say, do, or become today?

Here is a commissioning prayer that you could use as you lead into a time of response.

Commissioning prayer: Called to lead in the power of the Spirit 
Leader:
Holy Spirit,
You fell on all people.
You filled sons and daughters, young and old, servants and free.
And you empowered ordinary people to carry the name of Jesus.
Today we stand before you as that same Spirit-filled people.

All:
Come, Holy Spirit.

Leader:
Lord Jesus,
You called Peter from his boat,
You restored him from his failure,
and you stood him up to speak your truth.
As you called him,
so you call us.
Not all to preach,
but all to witness.
Not all to lead crowds,
but all to lead someone.
Not all to acts of greatness,
but all to faithful obedience.

All:
Here we are, Lord. Send us.

Leader:
Father, we give you our lives –
our homes, our workplaces, our friendships,
our gifts, our time, our influence,
our small moments and our significant ones.
Make us leaders in the way of Jesus:
servant-hearted, Spirit-filled,
courageous, compassionate, and faithful.
Where we speak, let our words point to you.
Where we act, let our lives reflect you.
Where we stand, let others see your hope.

All:
Lead us, Lord, that we may lead others to you.

Leader:
And now, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit,
we commission this church:
to rise, to shine, to stand,
to love, to serve, to witness –
to lead others toward the life found in Christ.

All:
Amen.
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