[image: ]
[image: ]
PRAYERS TO READ OUT: a selection of prayers that one or more people can read out, inviting those in your community to pause and take time to personally pray for racial justice

Prayer for Hurting Communities
Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, we come before you with hearts longing for healing in our communities.
We are reminded of the words you proclaimed to your disciples when you said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Lord Jesus, you spoke those words to people who were so fearful for their lives that they were hiding behind locked doors.
We pray today for all those who find themselves living in fear in our communities…
The fear that comes from being told you are not welcome.
The fear that comes from being told you don’t belong because you look different.
Lord Jesus, may you speak those same words of hope and reassurance – ‘Peace be with you.’
In a world full of fear and anxiety, may you bring peace – the peace that only you can give.
Where there is division, bring understanding.
Where there is anger, sow patience and compassion.
Where there is fear, awaken courage rooted in love.
Lord Jesus, walk among us today.
Give strength to the faint-hearted and courage to the peacemakers.
Inspire us to be instruments of justice, reconciliation and harmony.
May your light shine in our communities so that they are places where we love our neighbours as we love ourselves.
Lord Jesus, we trust in your light to overcome darkness,
and for your agape love to uphold that which is good in all of us.
Pour out your amazing grace into our world so that we may live in harmony.
We pray all this in your loving and powerful name.
Amen.

Kingdom Prayer for Racial Justice
Lord God, 
you gather people from every place and story.
We come because you invite us.
Teach us to see each person with your eyes –
to know that we are all uniquely made in your image.
Forgive us when we judge by status, history or fear.
Restore dignity where it has been denied.
May your Kingdom challenge our divisions,
and let everyone find a seat at your table.
Welcoming God, 
you meet us with open arms. 
We receive your love with gratitude.
You bless every one of us.
Help us to honour difference without fear. 
Where we have closed doors or hardened hearts, 
teach us generous hospitality. 
May our communities reflect your welcome.
Let all people know they belong.
God of justice and peace, 
you see the weight your people carry. 
You are present in our suffering. 
You promise rest after struggle 
and healing after harm. 
Strengthen us to seek your justice. 
Teach us to move from division to embrace,
closer to your perfect love.
Make us a reconciled people. 
May your Kingdom come among us
until all find rest in your peace.
Amen.

Prayer for Children Experiencing Racism
Dear Lord, 
You welcome children into your presence. 
When others tried to turn them away, you said, 
‘Let the little children come to me, 
for the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these.’ 
Loving Father, today we bring before you children
who have been hurt by racial abuse, 
Children whose innocence has been challenged 
by words and actions that should never have been spoken or done. 
Lord, we ask for your protection over their young lives. 
Surround them with your love, your peace and your joy. 
Heal the wounds that cannot always be seen, 
and guard their hearts and minds as they grow. 
We pray that what they have experienced 
will not define them or limit them. 
May they grow up knowing that they are beautifully and wonderfully made, 
created in your image, 
and deeply loved – by you, by their families, and by their communities. 
Lord, we often say that children do not see skin colour. 
Yet they do see difference, 
and still choose friendship, kindness and acceptance. 
Teach us to learn from them. 
Help us to see others as you see them, 
and to love without prejudice or fear. 
Make us people who protect children, 
who challenge injustice, 
and who reflect your Kingdom here on earth. 
In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Prayer of Righteous Anger
The story of Jesus turning the tables of the money-changers in the Temple area (Mark 11:12-18) reflects God’s character of justice. On the surface, the story indicates that Jesus was angry; but digging deeper reveals that Jesus had this righteous anger because of the injustice he witnessed in the Temple area. 
In the Jerusalem Temple, Jewish worshippers possessed the Most Holy Place, Holy Place, Court of Israel and Court of Women, while Gentiles had only the Court of the Gentiles in which to worship. The money-changers were occupying this precise location in the Temple. Jesus was angry and declared, echoing Isaiah 56:7, ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’ (Mark 11: 17).
This passage reflects the character of God through Jesus, in fighting for what is right for the Gentiles. As Jesus’ disciples, we are invited to fight for people who are marginalised in society.
Lord who turned the tables, have mercy on us when we do not fight for the marginalised in society.
In your grace and mercy, forgive us and give us the courage to act in the face of hostility and injustice.
Give us the righteous anger to be concerned about what burdens you, and open our eyes to the injustices around us.
Give us the strength to fight for what is right and just.
Help us to strengthen those who are victims of injustice and those who are oppressed by the systems around us.
Anoint us afresh with your Holy Spirit to empower us to move into right action and living.
Amen.

Global Prayer
This prayer has been written by someone with lived experience of migration, having moved between multiple continents and worshipped in various contexts.
Lord of every nation and every people,
I come before you as someone shaped by more than one world:
A child of one land,
a resident of another,
a follower of Christ who belongs to a Kingdom that stretches beyond borders.
I thank you that your Church is bigger than any one culture,
bigger than any one language,
bigger than any one nation.
We confess that your people have not always reflected the beauty of that truth.
Pause.
Lord, we grieve the wounds caused by racism:
the words spoken that diminish dignity,
the assumptions that quietly divide,
the systems that disadvantage some while benefiting others.
You see it all.
You see the exhaustion of those who carry these burdens daily.
You hear the prayers whispered by those who long simply to belong.
Pause.
God of justice,
transform our hearts.
Where we have been silent, give us courage.
Where we have been defensive, give us humility.
Where we have been blind, open our eyes.
Make your Church a place where every person is welcomed with dignity,
where diversity is not feared but celebrated.
where reconciliation is not merely spoken about but lived.
Pause.
Holy Spirit,
teach us to love one another as Christ has loved us.
Help us to see in every face the image of God.
We look towards that day when people from every nation, tribe and language
will worship before your throne.
Make us a sign of that reality here and now.
We pray this in the name of Jesus, who breaks down every dividing wall.
Amen.
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