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CREATIVE PRAYERS: a selection of creative ways to pray for racial justice, which could be adapted for gathered worship or self-guided prayer stations

Hand Outline Prayer
Leave out some sheets of A4 paper and felt-tip pens. Invite people to draw around one of their hands. If you are doing this during gathered worship, people could bring up their piece of paper and leave it by the mercy seat or somewhere else suitable. If you are suggesting this as part of a prayer station, people could attach the paper to a board, washing line, or something else to display it.
The collection of hand outlines could lead into this prayer for racial justice:
Loving Father,
I look at these hands – mine and those of my neighbours.
I think about the times I’ve not felt like a neighbour – when I’ve felt unseen, unwanted and wounded. In those moments I trust in the truth that I am your child, loved and chosen. Thank you for reminding me that my worth is in Christ alone. 
Lord, when bitterness rises and forgiveness feels impossible, bring to my mind the words of Jesus on the cross: ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.’ Teach me to forgive as you forgive, and to love as you love – even when it hurts.
And Father, I confess the times I have held bias against others. Forgive me for the moments my heart did not reflect yours. Thank you for the gentle voice of your Spirit, calling me back to holiness, reminding me to see others as you see them – precious, beloved, made in your image. 
Help us, as your people, to walk in reconciliation. Break down walls of division and replace them with bridges of grace. Fill us with agape love that seeks justice, mercy and peace. Make our lives a testimony of Christlike humility and compassion.
Lord, shape us into a holy people who live out your Kingdom values. May our words and actions align with your heart, so the world may know the transforming power of Jesus.
Make us better neighbours.
In your name we pray, 
Amen.

Visual Meditation Prayer
Display this compilation of various faces from around the world: HUMAN’s Musics – A film by Yann Arthus-Bertrand
youtu.be/uog4eCZTUX4?si=rBaY4pqbZyNfWrpG&t=3885. 
You might like to keep it playing in the background as you lead this prayer.
Scripture teaches us that all human beings are created in God’s image (Genesis 1:27).
Take a moment to quietly look at the faces on the screen.
Pause.
Each face reflects the creativity of God.
Each culture reflects the beauty of God.
Each life carries the dignity of being made in God’s image.
Pause.
 Prayer. 
Creator God,
forgive us when we fail to recognise your image in one another.
Forgive us when difference becomes suspicion,
when diversity becomes division,
when fear replaces love.
Teach us to honour every person as your creation.
May our churches reflect the diversity of your Kingdom –
where every nation, tribe and language worships before your throne.
Amen.

 Question for reflection. 
Where might God be inviting us to see his image more clearly in others?

Open Hands Prayer
Invite the congregation to sit quietly and close their hands into fists.
Closed fists can represent defensiveness, fear and control.
Sometimes our hearts close in the same way.
Pause.
 Prayer. 
Lord God,
we confess that prejudice can live quietly in our hearts.
We confess the times when we have judged others too quickly.
Pause.
Invite the congregation to slowly open their hands.
Open hands represent humility and surrender.
Pause.
 Prayer. 
Holy Spirit,
as we open our hands, we open our hearts.
Release us from fear of difference.
Release us from silence in the face of injustice.
Release us from the comfort of indifference.
Fill us instead with compassion, courage and humility.
Transform our hearts so that we reflect the love of Christ.
Amen.

Prayer with Stones
Place a basket of small stones at the front of the hall.
Throughout Scripture, stones often symbolise burdens or memorials.
Today these stones represent the weight of injustice in our world.
Invite each person to take a stone.
 Reflection. 
Think about the weight carried by those of us and those in our wider community who experience racism, exclusion or discrimination.
Pause.
 Prayer. 
God of justice,
you see every injustice that wounds your creation.
You see the pain carried by communities – 
those who have experienced prejudice and exclusion.
You hear voices that have been ignored.
Pause.
Invite people to bring their stone to the mercy seat or cross.
As you place the stone down, pray silently that God would lift the burden of injustice from our world.
 Closing prayer. 
Lord, 
as we lay down these stones,
we commit ourselves to being people who pursue justice,
seek reconciliation,
and walk humbly with you.
Amen.

Walking Prayer for Justice
Place three signs around the room: LISTEN, LEARN and ACT. You might like to decorate the area around each sign in a way that represents the word.
Justice begins with listening, grows through learning, and leads to action.
Invite the congregation to move quietly to each station, praying the following prayers when they get there:
 First station: LISTEN. 
God of compassion,
open our ears to voices we have not listened to.
Help us to hear the stories of those who have experienced injustice.
Give us humility to listen before we speak.
Amen.

 Second station: LEARN. 
God of wisdom, 
teach us to recognise injustice when we see it.
Challenge our assumptions.
Expand our understanding.
Give us courage to grow.
Amen.

 Third station: ACT. 
God of justice, 
empower us to act.
Show us how we can stand with those who are marginalised,
and work for reconciliation in our communities.
In your precious name, we pray.
Amen.

Candle Prayer
Place a large candle at the front and several smaller candles nearby. Light the large candle.
Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world.’
In a world where injustice exists, God calls his people to carry light.
Invite people to come forward and light candles. As candles are lit, say:
Light for communities wounded by racism.
Light for courage to confront injustice.
Light for reconciliation between cultures and nations.
Light for churches that reflect the unity of Christ.
 Closing prayer. 
Christ, Light of the World, shine through us.
May your light drive out darkness,
until justice and reconciliation flourish in every place.
Amen.

Revelation 7 Meditation
Read Revelation 7:9-10 slowly, possibly inviting people to close their eyes as you do so to meditate on the imagery:
After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice:
‘Salvation belongs to our God,
who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb.’
(Revelation 7:9-10 NIV)
This is God’s vision for the future.
A community where every culture and nation worships together.
 Prayer. 
Lord Jesus,
Teach us to live now in the light of your future Kingdom.
Help our churches become places of welcome,
hospitality, and reconciliation.
Where difference is celebrated and unity is found in Christ.
Make us a foretaste of your coming Kingdom.
Amen.

Mercy Seat Prayer
The mercy seat has always been a place where we come honestly before God.
It is a place of confession, surrender and transformation.
Today we come to the mercy seat to pray for reconciliation.
Scripture reminds us: ‘For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility’ (Ephesians 2:14 NIV). And so we pray:
 Prayer. 
God of mercy,
We come before you today aware that your heart longs for reconciliation.
You created humanity in your image,
yet the world we have shaped is often marked by division.
Pause.
Lord, we lament the reality of racism in our world:
the ways people are judged before they are known,
the ways dignity is diminished,
the ways difference becomes distance.
Pause.
Forgive us for the times when we have remained silent when we should have spoken.
Forgive us for the times when we have chosen comfort instead of courage.
Forgive us for the times when we have failed to love our neighbour as ourselves.
Pause.
Jesus, you broke down the dividing walls between people.
At the cross you created a new humanity,
reconciled to God and reconciled to one another.
Teach us what it means to live in that reconciliation.
 Invitation to the mercy seat. 
You may wish to invite the congregation to come to the mercy seat.
As you come forward, bring before God:
· any prejudice you are aware of in your own heart
· any relationships that need reconciliation
· any injustice you long to see transformed
Leave these things with God as an offering of prayer.
Pause for several minutes.
 Closing prayer. 
Holy Spirit,
Do your transforming work among us.
Break down every wall that divides your people.
Make our churches places of welcome,
places of justice,
places of reconciliation.
And send us out as ambassadors of Christ,
to live out the ministry of reconciliation in our communities.
We pray this in the name of Jesus, our peace and our reconciliation.
Amen.
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