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Here are some prayer and creative worship ideas that you might like to use in your Pentecost service. Feel free to adapt, develop or completely change them to suit your context. At the end there are some suggestions for Pentecost-themed songs.

You may want to make use of the video and promotional graphics found on the Pentecost page of the Resource Centre: www.salvationist.org.uk/resources/key-dates/pentecost-sunday.

Prayer Ideas
Imaginative Prayer
This prayer invites listeners to imagine the events of Pentecost, as depicted in Acts 2:1-12. Feel free to read it out slowly, leaving plenty of space for people to ‘enter into’ the scene. If people want to close their eyes, this might help to cut out distractions. 
A second person could read the Scripture (in bold and in quote marks below), to clearly distinguish between that and the rest of the prayer.
Lord, as with the disciples in the upper room, we await and enter into your presence now. (Pause)
We take a moment to pause, to surrender our own agendas and idols … seeking only you. (Pause)
Lord Jesus, we want to be close to you right now. (Pause)
Holy Spirit, would you help us do that. (Pause) 
We can imagine the scene, as the disciples gather in the upper room.
‘When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.’ We can imagine the house, the sun streaming through the windows, the smell of freshly baked bread wafting up from a market below … We can take in the expressions of the people in the house. What emotions are showing through? (Pause)
‘Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.’ We can hear this sound, its suddenness, its volume, its violence … it fills the whole house. What does this mean? What does it feel like? (Pause)
‘They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.’ We can see this. What do the flames look like? Are they forcefully sparking or gently flickering? What has happened to the expressions on the faces of those in the room? (Pause)
‘All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.’ We can listen as we start to hear different languages. There’s Aramaic from someone beside us. What sounds like Greek sparks up from a corner of the room. Latin, Parthian, Median … We can imagine the babble of strange sounds, unfamiliar dialects and new words. (Pause)
‘Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken.’ Now we can take ourselves down to the street below. We can imagine the commotion, but also the intent focus on the sounds coming from the open upper room window … (Pause)
‘Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs – we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”’ 
(Pause)
Now that we’ve stopped – to surrender and observe – let us speak with Jesus about what we’ve just seen, heard or felt. What does he want us to do, or learn from this? Where is his Spirit guiding us, in his Kingdom plans? (Pause)
Thank you for the power of the Holy Spirit given at Pentecost.
Thank you for giving us the same Spirit, to empower us, energise us and guide us.
Thank you that you are still speaking and still guiding us today – we lean into your voice and seek your direction as we continue this work.
Amen.

Responsive Reading of Acts 2:1-14
Leader: On the day of Pentecost, the disciples were gathered together in unity. Suddenly, a sound like a mighty rushing wind filled the house.
Congregation (together): We remember the wind of God’s Spirit, stirring us with power and hope!
Leader: Tongues of fire appeared and rested upon each one of them, and they began to speak in languages they had never known, declaring the wonders of God.
Congregation: The Spirit enables us to speak love and truth beyond boundaries, to proclaim God’s greatness in every tongue.
Leader: People from many nations gathered, amazed and confused, asking how it was possible to hear God’s message in their own language.
Congregation: In Christ, there is no barrier. We welcome the Spirit’s work among all peoples, all nations!
Leader: Some wondered, some doubted, some believed it was merely drunkenness, but Peter stood up and proclaimed, ‘This is the promise fulfilled; God’s Spirit poured out upon us all!’
Congregation: We receive the Spirit’s promise. We arise together, empowered for God’s mission!
Leader: Come, Holy Spirit. Fill us anew. Kindle our hearts, unite us, and send us out to bear witness to the wonders of God.
Congregation: Amen. Let us arise as the Church, transformed and equipped by the Holy Spirit!

Posture Prayer 
Posture prayers allow us to pray with our whole selves before God. Invite people to use the postures below as the prayer is read aloud. Demonstrate the three postures that will be in the prayer and allow people time to enact them as you pray: 
· Surrendering – arms open wide, palms open
· Seeing – hands placed on your heart
· Stepping – hands placed by the legs
God, during this Pentecost we place our arms open in surrender. In these moments of quiet we open our hearts to you, we invite your love and connection with arms open wide. In this posture we give you all that we carry, all that feels like a burden, so we can be free to embrace you. We also surrender any of our own plans, expectations or agendas, so that we can more closely align with your mission and your Kingdom. 


As we place our hands on our hearts we ask you, God, to bring to our minds all that you are doing, all that you want to show us, all that you invite us to be participating in with you. Where we have become spiritually blind, may you give us clear sight. Give us the courage to live from the eyes of our heart, aligned to your voice and Kingdom. Help us to live lives that show your nature, power and glory to all who are observing us. May our lives be witness of your existence and love. 
As we place our hands by our legs, we thank you that you have created us for Kingdom movement! We thank you for the opportunities you give us to step out with the boldness you have given us through your Spirit. You invite us to bring forward your transformation, and we trust you with our next steps and ask you to show us where that may be. Give us courage to arise from our comfort zones and live lives full of your purpose and love.

Intercessions
You could take time to invite the Holy Spirit into different areas of life. This will be specific to your context and what’s happening at the time, but below is a suggested structure.
· Local church: joys, challenges, uncertainties …
· Village/town/city: local services, those struggling, other churches … 
· Region: councillors, MPs …
· Nation: government, big decisions that affect everyone …
· World: countries experiencing wars, natural disasters, global tensions …
You might like to end each section with this repeated refrain:
Leader: Come, Holy Spirit.
Response: Holy Spirit, come. 

Creative Worship Ideas
Ordered by level of preparation required:
· This idea is simple to set up (*)
· This idea requires a bit of preparation (**)
· This idea may need some extra time to prepare (***)

Colourful Clothes (*)
You could invite people to wear colourful clothes to your Pentecost celebration. You would just need to get the word out a few weeks in advance to give enough time for everyone to dig around in their wardrobes! 
If your church is multicultural, you could encourage people to wear their national dress. After all, Pentecost is the birthday of the global Church, so it’s a wonderful opportunity to celebrate different cultures.

Stay Standing (*)
This is a light-hearted game which plays on the Pentecost theme ‘Church Arise’. You may need to adapt this game and consider those in your congregation who struggle with their mobility. If a member of the congregation cannot easily alternate sitting and standing, they could raise a hand instead. 
Everyone begins by standing. The leader then says a series of statements (examples below). If the statement applies to the member, they should stay standing; if the statement no longer applies, they should sit down. They can join back in and stand should a new statement apply to them – or if you want to turn it into a competition, each person is out of the game if they have to sit down. 
Stay standing if …
· You know words in multiple languages (even if it’s just ‘Hello’!)
· You have ever waited for something you were excited to receive
· You have ever spoken in front of a crowd
· You have lived in more than one country in your life 
· You have ever done something outside of your comfort zone 
· You have ever told someone about Jesus
This game can create a strong visual display of ‘the Church’ stood in unity, and create a beautiful picture of the strength and impact we hold when we move together.

Pentecost in Practice (**)
You could turn this resource into ‘stations’ that people can visit and reflect on. You could include objects for each station (eg a doll’s house for ‘home’ and a laptop for ‘online’). Equally, it could be as simple as four distinct spaces that people go to visit. 
You could print the handouts for people to take with them, or stick up a large printout in each station for people to read. The full resource is available on the Pentecost page of the Resource Centre: www.salvationist.org.uk/resources/key-dates/pentecost-sunday.

Holy Spirit Stories (**)
Stories are powerful! You could invite members of your congregation to share their testimonies of the Holy Spirit moving in their lives, to encourage and build up everyone else.

Ribbon Race (**)
You could leave rolled-up ribbons in flame colours at one end of each row of chairs. The game is to pass the ribbon along the row, as quickly as possible, opening it as they go, so that everyone in that row is holding on to it. 
If you wanted this to be less competitive, you could try it with the whole congregation setting the fastest time possible. Just make sure that they are long enough to reach everyone!
This could be a fun way to highlight the unity found in the Pentecost story, helping you to draw on the theme ‘Church Arise’.

Sharing Cultural Expressions (**)
Depending on your context, you could arrange a way to share the different cultures represented in your congregation. Perhaps this could look like a bring-and-share meal after your Pentecost service. Perhaps you could invite different people to read the Scripture in their mother tongue. Maybe everyone could say the Lord’s Prayer at the same time in their native language. This highlights the unity that the Spirit of God brings, amidst all our wonderful differences, first seen at Pentecost.

Hearing God – adapted from Explore it (*)
This short activity could be aimed towards children or a multi-age group. Explain that you are going to say (or display) a short sentence in a few different languages. Invite people to chat with the person next to them and see if they know or can guess what each phrase means. There are some examples below, or you can use your own. You may wish to use Google Translate if speaking them aloud.
· Hungarian: Isten lelke itt van (God’s Spirit is here)
· Spanish: Hoy es Pentecostes (Today is Pentecost)
· French: Dieu t’aime (God loves you)

After a few guesses, reveal the answers. Reflect on how the Bible verses today demonstrate how God uses the Holy Spirit to ensure everyone can understand God’s voice and message.
 
Extra reflection questions:
· How did it feel hearing something you might not have understood at first?
· How would it feel if someone was telling you something important but you couldn’t understand the language?
· How would it feel to suddenly hear it in your own language?


Song Suggestions
You may wish to simply play the song(s) while the congregation have a personal time of prayer and reflection, or you may want to use these suggestions for a time of corporate worship.

· ‘O Church Arise’ by Keith and Kristyn Getty
www.youtube.com/watch?v=A98YQHG8tLY
· ‘Set a Fire’ by Will Reagan and United Pursuit
www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfUGmLYUR1c
· ‘Holy Spirit (you are welcome here)’ by Jesus Culture
www.youtube.com/watch?v=qNwnOfZ5N8A 
· ‘Holy Spirit, Rain Down’ by Hillsong
www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnW_1HpPZQ4&list=RDhnW_1HpPZQ4

Pentecost is a great opportunity to celebrate the gift of the global Church. The song suggestions below reflect this diversity, both in terms of nationalities and denominations. You might like to add some more that are meaningful to you or your congregation:
· ‘One Life To Live’ by the International Staff Songsters of The Salvation Army: www.youtube.com/watch?v=JbO7gmh6dFg 
· ‘Veni Sancte Spiritus’ by French ecumenical community Taizé, sung by 54 young people from 36 different countries: www.youtube.com/watch?v=us-v4slsUX4 
· ‘Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost’ by Christopher Wordsworth, a 19th-century Anglican bishop: www.youtube.com/watch?v=eDy7aSN99_M 
· ‘Rest on Us’ by Maverick City Music and UPPERROOM, American worship collectives: www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8MZbl-GRdY 
· ‘It’s Your Love’ by Chemin Neuf, a French Catholic community: www.youtube.com/watch?v=f5islLPrZEE 
· ‘Way Maker’ (the original version) by Sinach, a Nigerian gospel singer: www.youtube.com/watch?v=QM8jQHE5AAk 
· ‘The Name of the Lord’ by Magnify Studio, featuring Japanese worship singer Philip Shibata: www.youtube.com/watch?v=N7S2vcWL89s 
· ‘De Spiritu Sancto’ by Hildegard of Bingen, a 12th-century German Benedictine abbess, sung by The St Stanislav Girls’ Choir: www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYzPR0nwcmY  
· ‘I Surrender’ by Hillsong Worship, sung in Farsi and English by Iranian worship leader Darya: www.youtube.com/watch?v=KmD_C12gNxk 
· ‘The Blessing World Edition’ from 154 nations in 257 languages: www.youtube.com/watch?v=d48-qbcovVY 
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