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OVERVIEW

SESSION ONE: 
JUSTICE
Today’s session explores the biblical meaning of justice and righteousness and gives the group the opportunity 
to think about how these concepts should impact our lives. God values every single person on this planet. As 
the group chooses to explore a specific territory of The Salvation Army, they will discover more about our work 
across the globe and the type of ministries that are taking place. 

SESSION TWO: 
SOCIAL ACTION IN SCRIPTURE
In today’s session we will explore what the Bible has to say about social action and the way we, as Christians, 
should respond when we see injustice. We will also consider how this work continues across the globe today and 
how God is using this organisation to live out its purpose.

SESSION THREE: 
SOUP, SOAP AND SALVATION
From its inception, social action has taken a central place in the work of The Salvation Army. In today’s session 
we will explore the beginnings of The Salvation Army and the way it tackled injustice in society. We will also 
consider how this work continues across the globe today and how The Salvation Army supports those whose 
lives have been impacted by human trafficking.

SESSION FOUR: 
JESUS AND SOCIAL ACTION
In today’s session we look to the example of Jesus and the way he cared for those facing injustice. We’ll explore 
what the Bible can teach us about justice and what it means to love our neighbour. There will also be an 
opportunity for us to respond to God’s call for each one of us to stand up against injustice.

Any text in italics represents notes for the leader. It gives more context around the Scripture/activity. You may 
choose to share verbatim, summarise or not share at all.
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JUSTICE
Today’s session explores the biblical meaning of justice and righteousness and gives the group the opportunity 
to think about how these concepts should impact our lives. God values every single person on this planet. As 
the group chooses to explore a specific territory of The Salvation Army, they will discover more about our work 
across the globe and the type of ministries that are taking place. 

WELCOME
Today we will be considering the work of The Salvation Army across the globe. First, let’s see what your 
geography skills are like. See if you can guess the country using the emojis. You will get ten seconds to write 
down your answer, and then the correct country is revealed. Mark your quiz as you go along. At the end of the 
game, use the points system shown at the beginning of the clip to work out your final score.

 Ŕ Guess the Country by EMOJI! (6:59)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilosrVvwqOE

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
 � Out of all the countries mentioned in the clip, which one would you most like to visit? Explain your answer.

WORD
In the Bible, we discover that everyone is made in the image of God.

‘So God created humans to be like himself; he made men and women.’
 — (GENESIS 1:27 CEV)

This means that we are all greatly valued and precious to him. It also explains why God has so much to say about 
injustice in his word. Watch the clip together and discuss the issues it raises about injustice.

Timings are given to stop and start the clip with follow-up discussion questions.

 Ŕ Justice - Bible Project (6:17)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A14THPoc4-4

0:00-0:28

 � Why do humans care so much about justice?

0:29-0:52

 � What is the bedrock of the Bible’s view of justice?

0:53-1:11

 � In what ways do humans constantly redefine good and evil for their own benefit?

1:12-1:59

 � What purpose did God give to Abraham?

 � What does the Bible mean by the word ‘righteousness’?

1:60 – 2:36

 � What are the two main meanings of the word ‘justice’ in the Bible?

 � ‘Justice and righteousness are about a radical, selfless way of life.’ How should the meaning of these two 
words impact the way we live our lives as Christians?
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2:37-3:56

 � What was the ‘tragic irony of the Old Testament story’ mentioned in the clip?

3:57-4:22

 � In what ways do we all participate in injustice?

4:23-5:52

 � What is God’s response to humanity’s legacy of injustice?

 � How should/does this gift change our lives?

 � What does it look like when we live our lives ‘courageously making other people’s problems our problems’?

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
 � What is your response to the following quote?

 þ ‘God’s personal, passionate concern for justice and righteousness was the starting 
place for his people to build them into every part of their culture. The place we 
should all live from is “justice and righteousness”. Everything we do, from the way 
we raise our families to the way we run our businesses to our own relationships 
with the vulnerable, should reflect “justice and righteousness”.’

 ― JESSICA NICHOLAS

WITNESS
The Salvation Army works across the globe to ensure that people can live equal, safe and dignified lives. Over 
the course of these sessions you will have the opportunity to focus on one Salvation Army territory and view it 
through the lens of social action. You will consider how The Salvation Army could work and is working in your 
chosen territory.

How this activity unfolds will depend upon your group. They may prefer to work individually or in small groups. 
Each group can explore the following website, first choosing a continent and then homing in on one territory of 
The Salvation Army. They may choose to focus on the United Kingdom Territory.

 Ŕ https://www.salvationarmy.org/ihq/zones

The Salvation Army Yearbook also provides a wealth of information for each territory.

The group can record their information digitally or take notes, but they will all need to be able to access the 
information. Give them time to explore the website and collect key information about their territory.

 � Who are the leaders?

 � What is the makeup of The Salvation Army in that territory?

 � What kind of ministries are taking place?

 � What needs are being met through the work of The Salvation Army?

Place a world map in front of the group. As each group feeds back the information they have gathered, place a 
sticker on that location on the world map. Take a picture of the world map and share it with the group digitally.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
As you reflect on what you have discovered about the work of Salvation Army territories across the world, what 
is your response to the following quote?

 þ ‘The Salvation Army’s calling is linked to the poor and to the marginalised and if we 
ever abandoned that we would cease to be The Salvation Army.’

 ― GENERAL ANDRE COX
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WORSHIP
 � Do you think prayer makes a difference to those facing inequality and injustice? If so, why/why not?

It may be tempting for the group to say what they think you want to hear. Try and encourage the group to answer 
honestly.

 � How often do we pray, either individually or as a church, for those facing injustice? 

 � If we believe prayer makes a difference, and people matter to God, then how should this motivate us to pray 
more?

The phrase ‘thoughts and prayers’ is increasingly seen as a dismissive phrase, but praying for people facing 
injustice is extremely important. In partnership with prayer, God also calls us to be his hands and feet in this 
world.

 þ ‘To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without 
breathing.’

 ― MARTIN LUTHER

Prayer is the driving force behind the action we take to address injustice in this world.

Place the world map in front of the group and take time to pray for each territory marked on the map.

Follow up: Over the coming week, explore your territory in more detail.

What social justice issues is The Salvation Army tackling in your chosen territory?

We all lead busy lives, but take time to consider whether focused prayer and research about your chosen 
territory is worth your time.

You may want to send the group a reminder during the week as they will need to bring their social action research 
to the next session. The focus of the research this week is the following question:
What social justice issues is The Salvation Army tackling in your chosen territory?

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
 � What relationship is there, if any, between the level of suffering in the world and the effectiveness of the 

Church?
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SOCIAL ACTION IN SCRIPTURE
In today’s session we will explore what the Bible has to say about social action and the way we, as Christians, 
should respond when we see injustice. We will also consider how this work continues across the globe today and 
how God is using this organisation to live out its purpose.

WELCOME
Create a short quiz and split the group into two teams.

A link is provided below if you need a starting point for your quiz.

https://www.radiotimes.com/quizzes/pub-quiz-geography

Give one team really easy questions and the other team extra hard questions. Show favouritism towards the 
team with the easy questions and give the members of this team a prize at the end. Then ask the other group how 
it felt to be treated unfairly in this way.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
What is your response to the following quote?

 þ ‘Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.’
 ― MARTIN LUTHER KING JR

WORD
In our sessions this month we will be thinking about social action and considering the role that Christians should 
play in ensuring that everyone can live equal, safe and dignified lives.

DISCUSS:
 � Why should we be involved in social action?

 � Why should we be concerned with other people’s lives, especially on the other side of the world? And even 
if we are concerned, is it possible that we could make any difference?

In social action, we demonstrate the love and justice of God. We seek to meet the needs of our fellow men and 
women. We show them that they matter, to us and to their creator. Time and again, God shows his compassion 
and love for the poor and marginalised people in society. Justice is at the heart of who God is and what God does. 
If we want to show his nature and purposes in the world we must therefore include an active demonstration of 
such compassion and care.

Each member of the group will need a Social Action Scripture handout. The full Scriptures are listed below, 
but the handout only contains the references. Encourage the group to explore what the Bible says about social 
action and jot down their ideas on the handout. Using the Scriptures as a guide, ask them to create a word picture 
of the key themes raised. Provide the group with felt-tips and paper and ask them to get creative. They can 
include words, phrases and images to represent the importance the Bible places on social action. Share the word 
pictures together and summarise the key message of social action found in Scripture.

SOCIAL ACTION SCRIPTURES
TAKEN FROM THE NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION

31 Whoever oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker,
    but whoever is kind to the needy honours God.

 — (PROVERBS 14:31)
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12 I know that the Lord secures justice for the poor
    and upholds the cause of the needy.

 — (PSALM 140:12)

8 He raises the poor from the dust
    and lifts the needy from the ash heap;
he seats them with princes
    and has them inherit a throne of honour.
For the foundations of the earth are the Lord’s;
    on them he has set the world.

 — (1 SAMUEL 2:8)

5 ‘Because the poor are plundered and the needy groan,
    I will now arise,’ says the Lord.
    ‘I will protect them from those who malign them.’

 — (PSALM 12:5)

10 Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord 
your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.

 — (DEUTERONOMY 15:10)

12 For he will deliver the needy who cry out,
    the afflicted who have no one to help.

 — (PSALM 72:12)

18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
       19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 

 — (LUKE 4:18-19)

22 ‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or 
gather the gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and for the foreigner residing 
among you. I am the Lord your God.’

 — (LEVITICUS 23:22)

7 If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the land the Lord your 
God is giving you, do not be hard hearted or tight-fisted toward them.

 — (DEUTERONOMY 15:7)

10 My whole being will exclaim,
    ‘Who is like you, Lord?
You rescue the poor from those too strong for them,
    the poor and needy from those who rob them.’

 — (PSALM 35:10)

5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows,
    is God in his holy dwelling.

 — (PSALM 68:5)
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27 Those who give to the poor will lack nothing,
    but those who close their eyes to them receive many curses.

 — (PROVERBS 28:27)

8 Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves,
    for the rights of all who are destitute.
9 Speak up and judge fairly;
    defend the rights of the poor and needy.

 — (PROVERBS 31:8-9)

20 Looking at his disciples, he said:
‘Blessed are you who are poor,
    for yours is the kingdom of God.’

 — (LUKE 6:20)

3 Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need.
 — (1 TIMOTHY 5:3)

27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.

 — (JAMES 1:27)

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
Read and discuss the following extract:

 þ ‘Our God is a God who greatly honours the underdog. Much of his message in the 
Old Testament through the prophets was “care for the orphans and widows; stop 
cheating to get more money; provide for foreigners and the poor.” And again, much 
of Jesus’ message in the New Testament is “sell all you have and give the money to 
the poor”, and Paul agrees.
Throughout the entire Bible, and still today, the Lord has a passion for the orphans 
and the widows, which I believe today translates to orphans (including many Aids 
orphans) and single mothers. I believe that the references in the Scriptures to the 
orphans and widows is not limited only to those specific categories (though they 
are certainly included), but that it represents a people group who hold a special 
place in the heart of the Almighty – the vulnerable, hopeless and weak … Most 
believers probably do not know that neglecting the poor is sinful and something 
that God takes extremely seriously.
And the reality is, the poor do not live in the Western world. Even the “poor” that we 
do see around us are wealthy when you compare them to the majority of the world. 
So, in order to obey all of the commands laid out in all of these Scriptures, we must 
look out for, and defend the cause of, the poor in the second and third world.’ 

 ― MUNN & COURT – THE UPRISING, A HOLY REVOLUTION
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WITNESS
Each year The Salvation Army publishes international statistics in its yearbook. This book provides people with 
an opportunity to discover what The Salvation Army is doing across the globe. 

Give each member of the group a copy of the International Statistics handout and discuss the questions.

INTERNATIONAL STATISTICS
(AS AT 1 JANUARY 2022)

Residential accommodation for the homeless 3,717

Children’s homes 210

Homes for the elderly 147

Remand and probation homes 136

Addiction dependency services 410

Disaster rehabilitation schemes 195

Community centres 556

Day centres for street children 9

Prisoners visited 27,302

Prisoners helped on discharge 41,369

Missing persons traced 837

Counselling – people helped 207,860

Emergency relief (disasters) people helped 3,547,804

General hospitals 28

Maternity hospitals 39

Health education programmes (HIV/Aids, etc.) 16,991

Primary and Secondary schools 1,963

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
 � Have you been involved in The Salvation Army’s work in any of the above areas? If yes, share your experience 
with the group.

 � Have you been involved in social action with The Salvation Army that is not mentioned above? If yes, share 
your experience with the group.

 � Which statistic / area of work stands out to you the most in the above list? Why?

 � How does it feel to be part of a church/organisation with such a huge heritage in social action?

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
At the age of 15, The Salvation Army’s founder William Booth said these words:

 þ ‘God shall have all there is of William Booth.’

 � How have these words impacted the world?
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WORSHIP
Over the past week, the group members have hopefully researched their chosen territory and answered the 
following question:

What social justice issues is The Salvation Army tackling in your chosen territory?

If this hasn’t happened, then give the group time to answer the questions.

Bring out the map from Session One and work through each territory, highlighting the key prayer points and 
recording them in a way that can be shared with the rest of the group. You could use Post-it Notes on the map and 
take a picture to share, or ask each group to record their prayer points digitally with everyone.

Ask each group to pray for their territory. 

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
Follow up: Over the coming week, encourage the group to find out the wider issues facing their chosen territory.

What are the current news stories impacting the territory?

Is there a particular area of the territory facing conflict or turmoil? What prayer is needed?

Encourage the group to research these questions and bring what they have discovered to the next session.
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SOCIAL ACTION SCRIPTURE (1)

PROVERBS 14:31

PSALM 140:12

1 SAMUEL 2:8

PSALM 12:5

DEUTERONOMY 15:10

PSALM 72:12

LUKE 4:18-19

LEVITICUS 23:22



SOCIAL ACTION SCRIPTURE (2)

DEUTERONOMY 15:7

PSALM 35:10

PSALM 68:5

PROVERBS 28:27

PROVERBS 31:8-9

LUKE 6:20

1 TIMOTHY 5:3

JAMES 1:27



INTERNATIONAL STATISTICS
(AS AT 1 JANUARY 2022)

Residential accommodation for the homeless 3,717

Children’s homes 210

Homes for the elderly 147

Remand and probation homes 136

Addiction dependency services 410

Disaster rehabilitation schemes 195

Community centres 556

Day centres for street children 9

Prisoners visited 27,302

Prisoners helped on discharge 41,369

Missing persons traced 837

Counselling – people helped 207,860

Emergency relief (disasters) people helped 3,547,804

General hospitals 28

Maternity hospitals 39

Health education programmes (HIV/Aids, etc.) 16,991

Primary and Secondary schools 1,963





SOUP, SOAP AND SALVATION
From its inception, social action has taken a central place in the work of The Salvation Army. In today’s session 
we will explore the beginnings of The Salvation Army and the way it tackled injustice in society. We will also 
consider how this work continues across the globe today and how The Salvation Army supports those whose 
lives have been impacted by human trafficking.

WELCOME
Ask the group if they know the value of the following items.

 � Mars bar

 � Walkers Salt & Vinegar crisps

 � A cinema ticket

 � Vinyl album

 � 2-litre bottle of Coke 

 � A bus fare into town

 � 2 pints of milk 

 � 1-month subscription to Netflix 

 � Football season ticket 

Add your own … 

Finally, by way of introduction to this session, the value of one human being.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
 � What is your most valued possession? Explain why.

WORD
One of the main things that birthed The Salvation Army and its mission was the fact that its Founders were 
immersed in a world rife with poverty, starvation and injustice. William and Catherine Booth, so stirred up by the 
degradation they saw on the streets, realised that if the gospel story was to have power amongst the poor of their 
time, it needed to be backed up with actions. Their approach to mission changed and the ‘three S’s’ became the 
underlying theme of The Salvation Army: first soup, then soap, and finally salvation. Social action was central to 
William and Catherine’s spiritual and evangelistic beliefs – a vision that would help mend and heal a broken society.

 � In what ways is The Salvation Army’s original vision still applicable today?

 � How do you think the original vision has changed and developed?

In 1890 Booth published In Darkest England and the Way Out, which revealed the full extent of the poverty in 
Britain’s urban slums and strengthened calls for action. He wrote about what needed to be done to change these 
poor conditions, and as a result he rallied his members to put this into action. This book shook the country when 
it was published and had a great impact on social action and political reform in Britain. 

 � If the General of The Salvation Army wrote a similar book today, what would it say and what do you think the 
response would be?

As we discovered in our first session, a call to social action can be traced throughout Scripture.
8 Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves,
    for the rights of all who are destitute.
9 Speak up and judge fairly;
    defend the rights of the poor and needy.

 — (PROVERBS 31:8-9)

Watch the clip to discover how the early Salvation Army lived out the words of Proverbs 31:8-9.

 Ŕ Watch: Match Girls’ Strike and The Salvation Army (6:34)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGmv9q6j2tg&t=65s
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 � What social action issue do you think William Booth would get involved with today?

 � What would he see as a priority for The Salvation Army?

 � What part could you play in speaking up for and defending the rights of the poor and needy?

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
 � What is your response to the following quote?

 þ ‘You cannot warm the hearts of people with God’s love if they have an empty 
stomach and cold feet.’

 ― WILLIAM BOOTH

WITNESS
Throughout these sessions we have focused on the importance God places on responding to those who are in 
need.

 � What could our personal response be to these words from Scripture?

‘Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.’
 — (PSALM 82:24 ESV)

People are of great value to God. He made each one of us in his image. One of the many evils going on in the 
world that devalues people is human trafficking. People are bought and sold for a whole variety of reasons, 
but always without their consent or even their knowledge. Many victims of human trafficking are deceived into 
thinking they are agreeing to a better life, but end up being exploited in terrible ways. Many are children; they 
may have been kidnapped or their parents tricked into selling them. Victims of human trafficking are trafficked all 
over the world to work for little or no money – including to, out of, and within the UK. People are trafficked into 
prostitution, begging, forced labour, military service, domestic service or forced marriage.

The aim of this activity is for the young people to consider how The Salvation Army provided support for the 
victims of human trafficking in the past and continues to do so in the present. Each member of the group will 
need a copy of ‘The Maiden Tribute of Modern Babylon’ (printed below). Spend time reading the extract and then 
watch the clip below. Discuss how The Salvation Army’s involvement in this social action issue has changed and 
developed over the past century.

THE MAIDEN TRIBUTE OF MODERN BABYLON
In the late 1880’s, Bramwell Booth (William and Catherine’s oldest child) and his wife Florence became aware 
of the horrific underground sex industry, trapping girls as young as ten years old into a life of prostitution and 
sexual exploitation. The Salvation Army responded quickly by opening homes for women and girls caught up 
in these awful schemes and developing intensive rescue work. Within 30 years, Salvation Army rescue homes 
grew from one to 117.

Their efforts eventually evolved into a battle to protect women and children from the horrors of sex trafficking. 
In one of the most fascinating chapters of the Army’s history, Bramwell Booth enlisted the help of WT Stead, 
a controversial journalist, to plan and execute an undercover investigation into the trafficking of young girls 
for prostitution. The plan, devised to expose the full horror of this trade, was to buy a girl and ship her to the 
continent, proving beyond doubt how easy it was to accomplish such a thing and how regularly it was being 
done. 

They recruited Rebecca Jarrett to find someone who would sell them a child. As an ex-brothel keeper, Jarrett 
understood the inner workings of the sex trade and had the necessary contacts. The girl they bought was 
13-year-old Eliza Armstrong, for £5. She was taken to a brothel where WT Stead was waiting, and then sent 
across the English Channel to one of The Salvation Army’s rescue homes in France.
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‘Although this particular girl was unharmed, the ease with which the sex trade was generally 
conducted could no longer be denied: an English girl had been bought for five pounds, left in a brothel 
with a stranger, and shipped to the Continent with little more difficulty than would have been met 
buying a bag of groceries.’

After ‘successfully’ carrying out their plan, a detailed account of what happened was published in July 1885 by 
Stead’s Pall Mall Gazette in a series of articles called ‘The Maiden Tribute of Modern Babylon’. Stead, Bramwell 
and their helper Rebecca Jarrett were all prosecuted for their actions as the nation turned against them for 
exposing the ugly realities most people preferred not to know about. But Stead’s articles eventually created 
enough fervour to gather public opinion in support of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, a measure which, when 
passed in August 1885, raised the age of consent from 13 to 16 (although reformers sought 18). The Salvation 
Army’s advocacy efforts were a major catalyst in the Bill’s passage.

(Read more in Insane chapter four.) 

 Ŕ How The Salvation Army Helps Victims of Modern Slavery (2:52)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LzCqlhaNHdY

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
If the group would like to discover more about the work that The Salvation Army is doing to support those caught 
up in human trafficking, then they could watch the clips shown below.

 Ŕ Malaika’s Story – Modern Slavery (2:47)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLrok3S70Ww

 Ŕ Dan’s story – Survivor of Modern Slavery (4:58)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJOPadRC7Sc

 Ŕ Sanu’s Story – Survivor of Modern Slavery (3:26)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXQM9j4Q_nY

WORSHIP
Over the past week, the group should have researched the wider social and political issues facing their chosen 
territory and addressed the following questions:

 � What are the current news stories impacting the territory?

 � Is there a particular area of the territory facing conflict or turmoil? What prayer is needed?

Encourage the group to give feedback on what they have discovered and ask them to share their key prayer 
points. Using the world map, visit each territory in prayer, focusing on the issues raised by the group.

The group will need all the information they have compiled throughout the sessions next week. Each group will 
need some way of recording the information digitally using a laptop or tablet.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
Follow up: For this week’s follow-up activity, each member of the group will focus on one social action area they 
have discovered during their research. Focusing on this one area, they need to compile a list of prayer points. 
Their research may link to a specific community, or an individual, or on an area of social injustice that they feel 
needs more attention.
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THE MAIDEN TRIBUTE OF 
MODERN BABYLON
In the late 1880’s, Bramwell Booth (William and Catherine’s oldest child) and his 
wife Florence became aware of the horrific underground sex industry, trapping 
girls as young as ten years old into a life of prostitution and sexual exploitation. 
The Salvation Army responded quickly by opening homes for women and girls 
caught up in these awful schemes and developing intensive rescue work. Within 
30 years, Salvation Army rescue homes grew from one to 117.

Their efforts eventually evolved into a battle to protect women and children from 
the horrors of sex trafficking. In one of the most fascinating chapters of the Army’s 
history, Bramwell Booth enlisted the help of WT Stead, a controversial journalist, 
to plan and execute an undercover investigation into the trafficking of young girls 
for prostitution. The plan, devised to expose the full horror of this trade, was to 
buy a girl and ship her to the continent, proving beyond doubt how easy it was to 
accomplish such a thing and how regularly it was being done. 

They recruited Rebecca Jarrett to find someone who would sell them a child. As an 
ex-brothel keeper, Jarrett understood the inner workings of the sex trade and had 
the necessary contacts. The girl they bought was 13-year-old Eliza Armstrong, for 
£5. She was taken to a brothel where WT Stead was waiting, and then sent across 
the English Channel to one of The Salvation Army’s rescue homes in France.

‘Although this particular girl was unharmed, the ease with which the sex 
trade was generally conducted could no longer be denied: an English 
girl had been bought for five pounds, left in a brothel with a stranger, 
and shipped to the Continent with little more difficulty than would have 
been met buying a bag of groceries.’

After ‘successfully’ carrying out their plan, a detailed account of what happened 
was published in July 1885 by Stead’s Pall Mall Gazette in a series of articles 
called ‘The Maiden Tribute of Modern Babylon’. Stead, Bramwell and their helper 
Rebecca Jarrett were all prosecuted for their actions as the nation turned against 
them for exposing the ugly realities most people preferred not to know about. 
But Stead’s articles eventually created enough fervour to gather public opinion in 
support of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, a measure which, when passed in 
August 1885, raised the age of consent from 13 to 16 (although reformers sought 
18). The Salvation Army’s advocacy efforts were a major catalyst in the Bill’s 
passage.





SESSION FOUR

JESUS AND SOCIAL ACTION
In today’s session we look to the example of Jesus and the way he cared for those facing injustice. We’ll explore 
what the Bible can teach us about justice and what it means to love our neighbour. There will also be an 
opportunity for us to respond to God’s call for each one of us to stand up against injustice.

WELCOME
Throughout these sessions you have spent time learning more about one specific territory in the global Salvation 
Army. Using your chosen country as a starting point, create a quiz question based on the life and culture of that 
place. When you have written the question, share it with the rest of the group.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
 � What’s the most fascinating fact you have discovered about your chosen Salvation Army territory?

WORD
Today we are going to explore how Jesus treated those facing injustice and how we can follow his example in our 
own lives.

Watch the clip together, stopping at the times noted below and spending time discussing the questions.

 Ŕ Jenny Yang: How the Bible Has Informed My Thinking on Justice Issues - YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GveyU8GvxXA&t=225s

0:00-3:32   HOW HAS THE BIBLE INFORMED YOUR THINKING ON JUSTICE ISSUES?

 � The first question posed in this clip is, ‘How has the Bible informed your thinking on social justice issues?’ 
What would your answer be?

 � What biblical examples does Jenny Lang give of OId Testament characters that experienced injustice? What 
did they learn from their experience?

 � Explore the following Scripture references. What do you discover about the way that Jesus treated those 
facing injustice? 

Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 5:25-34; John 5:1-14.

 � Read Matthew 25:31-46. How do these verses shape our understanding of the way Jesus viewed social 
action? In what way should/does it change the way that we view injustice? 

3:33-6:04   WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR?

 � What do you think it means to love your neighbour?

 � Who is your neighbour?

 � How is Jesus’ idea of hospitality similar to / different from the way the Church lives it out today?

 � Jenny Yang says the following: ‘As we consider loving our neighbour, it really means that we have to redraw 
the lines of neighbourhood, from a geographic sense to a Kingdom sense.’ How do these words impact your 
understanding of what it means to love our neighbour?

 � What can we do individually to love our neighbour the way Jesus did?

SMALL GROUP OUTLINES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GveyU8GvxXA&t=225s




ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
Explore and discuss the following passages of Scripture where Jesus stood up against injustice.

 7 Matthew 5-7  7 Matthew 12:9-14  7 John 8:2-10  7 Luke 15:3-5

 � What other examples can you find?

WORSHIP
Over the past week, each member of the group should have focused on one social action area to research in 
more detail. Give each group time to share what they have discovered over the past week. They will then need to 
prepare a prayer sheet using all of the information they have gathered over the past four sessions. The aim of this 
activity is to create prayer points to be distributed within the wider church/corps and to encourage everyone to 
pray for their chosen territory.
Discuss with the group how their prayer points will be shared with the wider church/corps and put a plan in place 
to ensure that this happens.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
Place the world map in front of the group. There have been so many issues raised over the past four sessions that 
need their prayer. Encourage the group to pray for their chosen territory as they listen to the song.

 Ŕ Pentatonix – Prayers For This World (Official Audio) 3:44)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzav80_4kao

WITNESS
For the Witness section this week, the group will have the opportunity to reflect on all they have discovered over 
the previous four sessions. Briefly recap with the group the key messages from each session and discuss what 
they have learned. Explore how their perspective has changed in this area and how they could take a more active 
role in standing up against injustice.

Give the group time to reflect personally on what they have learned and jot down one point of action they will 
take going forward. The following music could be used as a time of reflection.

 Ŕ God of Justice (Live) – Tim Hughes (5:23)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxgHn4ZAwpc

Ask the group to share their point of action and then spend time praying for each other. Discuss with the group 
how they can ensure that they live out God’s call to stand up against injustice.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY
To bring the session to a close, read the following prayer based on the lyrics of Tim Hughes’s song ‘God of Justice.’

God of Justice,
You sent your son to rescue the 
weak and poor.
You came to serve and not be 
served.
Jesus,
Help us to go and live to feed the 
hungry,
Help us to stand beside the 
broken.

Holy Spirit, 
Fill us with your power to step 
forward,
Keep us from just singing,
Move us into action.
Fill us up and send us out.
Amen.
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