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The Birth of Jesus

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 
entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register.

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 
He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and 
was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not 
be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today 
in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.’

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying,

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his 
favour rests.’

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has told us about.’

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 
the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had 
been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them 
in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

Luke 2:1-20

PRAISE ...and Breathe!
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The Magi Visit the Messiah

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.’

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When 
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he 
asked them where the Messiah was to be born. ‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they 
replied, ‘for this is what the prophet has written:

“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 
star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully 
for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and 
worship him.’

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had 
seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, 
they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 
him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to 
Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

Matthew 2:1-12

PRAISE ...and Breathe!
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The Birth of Jesus

About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the 
Empire. This was the first census when Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everyone 
had to travel to his own ancestral hometown to be accounted for. So Joseph went 
from the Galilean town of Nazareth up to Bethlehem in Judah, David’s town, for 
the census. As a descendant of David, he had to go there. He went with Mary, his 
fiancée, who was pregnant.

While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. She gave birth to a 
son, her firstborn. She wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no room in the hostel.

An Event for Everyone

There were shepherds camping in the neighbourhood. They had set night watches 
over their sheep. Suddenly, God’s angel stood among them and God’s glory blazed 
around them. They were terrified. The angel said, ‘Don’t be afraid. I’m here to 
announce a great and joyful event that is meant for everybody, worldwide: A Saviour 
has just been born in David’s town, a Saviour who is Messiah and Master. This is what 
you’re to look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket and lying in a manger.’

At once the angel was joined by a huge angelic choir singing God’s praises:

‘Glory to God in the heavenly heights, peace to all men and women on earth who 
please him.’

As the angel choir withdrew into heaven, the shepherds talked it over. ‘Let’s get 
over to Bethlehem as fast as we can and see for ourselves what God has revealed 
to us.’ They left, running, and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the 
manger. Seeing was believing. They told everyone they met what the angels had 
said about this child. All who heard the shepherds were impressed.

Mary kept all these things to herself, holding them dear, deep within herself. The 
shepherds returned and let loose, glorifying and praising God for everything they 
had heard and seen. It turned out exactly the way they’d been told!

Luke 2:1-20 (MSG)

PRAISE ...and Breathe!
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Scholars from the East

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem village, Judah territory— this was during 
Herod’s kingship—a band of scholars arrived in Jerusalem from the East. They 
asked around, ‘Where can we find and pay homage to the new-born King of the 
Jews? We observed a star in the eastern sky that signalled his birth. We’re on 
pilgrimage to worship him.’

When word of their inquiry got to Herod, he was terrified—and not Herod alone, 
but most of Jerusalem as well. Herod lost no time. He gathered all the high 
priests and religion scholars in the city together and asked, ‘Where is the Messiah 
supposed to be born?’

They told him, ‘Bethlehem, Judah territory. The prophet Micah wrote it plainly:

It’s you, Bethlehem, in Judah’s land,
    no longer bringing up the rear.
From you will come the leader
    who will shepherd-rule my people, my Israel.’

Herod then arranged a secret meeting with the scholars from the East. Pretending 
to be as devout as they were, he got them to tell him exactly when the birth-
announcement star appeared. Then he told them the prophecy about Bethlehem, 
and said, ‘Go find this child. Leave no stone unturned. As soon as you find him, 
send word and I’ll join you at once in your worship.’

Instructed by the king, they set off. Then the star appeared again, the same star 
they had seen in the eastern skies. It led them on until it hovered over the place 
of the child. They could hardly contain themselves: They were in the right place! 
They had arrived at the right time!

They entered the house and saw the child in the arms of Mary, his mother. 
Overcome, they kneeled and worshiped him. Then they opened their luggage and 
presented gifts: gold, frankincense, myrrh.

In a dream, they were warned not to report back to Herod. So they worked out 
another route, left the territory without being seen, and returned to their own 
country.

Matthew 2:1-12 (MSG)

PRAISE ...and Breathe!


