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PENTECOST CONFUSION!
SPECIAL DAYS
PREPARATION

Take some time to find out about Lectio Divina, a contemplative way of reading the Bible. Download a PDF from anglicancommunion.org for more information. Provide Bibles or print out the passage of Acts 2:1-13.
If your group enjoys this way of experiencing Scripture, they might like to share in the five-session Lectio course introduced by Pete Greig. Visit 24-7prayer.com for more information.
Plan a ‘Guess the language’ quiz
Visit Britannica.com for an online interactive quiz 
Visit Readymadepubquiz.com for a variety of quizzes 


INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND

Each and every one of us will know what it is like when we find something is confusing and we are not able to comprehend it. The events of Pentecost certainly come into this category!

In this session we are going to look at and think about Pentecost and what having the Holy Spirit can mean for our lives.


ACTIVITIES

SHARE
Ask members to share stories of a time when they were in a new, strange place or situation – perhaps at a busy event, or abroad with little language to help them. Did they thrive and live up to the challenge? Did they hate the experience and avoid ever being in the same situation again? Or did they find a happy medium between the two? What strategies or funny stories can they share? 

STUDY
Introduce Lectio Divina to your group. This type of scriptural reading has been around since the third century and means ‘divine reading’. It traditionally has four key steps: read, meditate, pray and contemplate. Use this method to explore Acts 2:1-13 together, when the Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost.


QUIZ
Play a language quiz to test members’ knowledge of language. You can play online or download and print off a quiz.


BIBLE READING/THOUGHT

Have you heard of The Gadget Show? It is a programme on Channel 5 where new devices which are being released are put through tests, and consumers are asked for their feedback on them. 

The gadgets are also assessed against similar items from another brand to see how they compare. Using consumer research, the show answers such questions as:

Which one is the best value for money? 
Which one would last the longest? 
Which one performs best?

Are you someone who loves a new gadget and can’t wait to find out how to use it and discover just what it can do? Or do you find new technology baffling and avoid it at all costs? Or maybe it’s people and their behaviour that confuses you? Perhaps you find it difficult to understand why he said this, or she did that, so avoiding such people is a strategy for getting through life in one piece! Or are you someone who loves to try new things and discover what you are capable of? Or do you prefer to stick with what you know, not wanting a new challenge that could possibly trip you up?

For many of us, navigating new situations or experiences that we don’t immediately understand can be a stressful scenario. Getting in touch with how we feel at such times might help us put ourselves in the shoes of the disciples and other followers of Jesus after his crucifixion, resurrection and ascension. Throughout his life Jesus had spent time talking with his disciples, to explain to them what was going to happen. But not surprisingly the disciples didn’t really follow what was going on! Listen to these verses and consider whether you would be able to make sense of them.

‘From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.’ 
(Matthew 16:21-22)

‘They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and the disciples were astonished, while those who followed were afraid. Again he took the twelve aside and told them what was going to happen to him. “We are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, who will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise.”’ 
(Mark 10:32-34) 

And then, if this isn’t all confusing enough, on top of this, Jesus shares some comforting news with his disciples – although perhaps these sayings felt more like riddles to some of them!

‘If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you for ever – the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.’ 
(John 14:15-17)

‘But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.’ 
(John 16:7)

And so we come to the events of the Festival of Pentecost, celebrated 50 days after the Passover Festival, recorded in Acts 2:1-13 and featuring a whole ton of confusing and unbelievable events! Those present, believed to be about 120 people, heard a mighty wind and then saw what appeared to be tongues of fire resting on each other, and they began to speak in languages they did not know!

The promises of Jesus were fulfilled at Pentecost. Christ sent the Holy Spirit to his followers. It was not just to their leaders or to the most faithful, but the Holy Spirit came to all of them, taking up permanent residence in each believer. And not just the believers at Pentecost, but all believers from then on.





When we believe in Jesus Christ and are saved, we share in his death and resurrection. But it doesn’t end there. We also experience Pentecost. The Holy Spirit comes to us too, teaching us and guiding us into the truth. The Holy Spirit is the presence of Christ in us enabling us to live the life that Jesus’ death and resurrection made possible.

So much about the Christian faith can seem confusing, not least the story of Pentecost. Thankfully, following Jesus does not require us to understand everything, but to have faith and believe. We may not experience the big drama we read about, but we can invite the Holy Spirit into our lives and join in with the work he wants to do in and through us.

PRAYER
Lord God, through Christ you have given us peace that the world cannot give. Let your Spirit of truth abide with us so that we may live in hope, grow in faith, and keep your commandments of love; in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.


SONGS
[bookmark: _Hlk126577119][bookmark: _Hlk126577279]
SASB 323 	‘Lord, hear my prayer, thy power I claim’ [Move Holy Spirit, move in my life]
Watch the video (audio only, no lyrics) by Penge Songsters.
SASB 326 	‘Thou Christ of burning, cleansing flame’
Watch the lyric video of The Salvation Army on Songs of Praise.
SASB 595 	‘In this quiet moment …’
Watch the lyric video by The International Staff Songsters.
SASB 635  	‘When the music fades, all is stripped away’
Watch the lyric video from the New Songs for ’98 Spring Harvest album.
SASB 867 	‘I’ve felt a new and loving touch’
Watch the lyric instrumental video by Captain Kate Gregory. 











WEBSITE AND CONTACT DETAILS

· Connect website: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/connect
· Family Ministries website: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/families
· Emails: familyministries@salvationarmy.org.uk
· Facebook: @sarmyfm
· Twitter: @ukifamily
· Instagram: safamily_ministries
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