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JUST FOR LAUGHS - TELL A JOKE DAY

SPECIAL DAYS
PREPARATION

= Ask members to come ready to share their favourite jokes
= Ask a member to prepare to tell a funny story (if someone in your group is
gifted in this way)
=>» Source a joke book, search the internet for some jokes or order some copies
of The Salvation Army’s children’s comic Kids Alive! which is renowned for
its ‘Giggle in the Middle’ jokes
=>» Choose a funny clip to begin the session:
- Search for well-known Christian stand-up comedians Tim Vine and
Milton Jones on YouTube and share appropriate clips
- Alternatively show clips from Dry Bar Comedy, a clean online comedy
club based in the United States

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND

International Joke Day is on 1 July, a day to celebrate laughter and tell jokes.

Everybody enjoys a good laugh - well, most people do. This session will (hopefully)
provide members with the opportunity to enjoy a right-good belly laugh, whether
that’s through telling some rib-tickling jokes or sharing some ripping yarns. We’ll
also see what the Bible has to say about laughter.

ACTIVITIES

WATCH
Enjoy a giggle together while watching a comedy clip or two.

SHARE

Encourage your members to:

% Share their favourite jokes

% Talk about their favourite comedians, sitcoms or comedy films

% Discuss the sort of comedy they like: slapstick, good old-fashioned gags, life
observation comedy (for example, the kind of insightful comedy that
Michael McIntyre might deliver)?


http://www.salvationist.org.uk/media/kidsalive
http://www.youtube.com/@TimVineTelevisual
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvlVuntLjdURVD3b3Hx7kxw

O

Perhaps someone in your group is great at telling stories, or they’re just one of
those people to whom funny things happen - ask them to share one of their funny
stories.

GAME

Split your group into teams and play a game of ‘Guess the punchline’. Read out a
number of set-ups from well-known jokes and ask the teams to guess the
punchline. For example: Why did the chicken cross the road? Punchline: To get to
the other side. (It’s hoped you can choose better jokes than this!)

Award two points for the correct punchline (the answer you were expecting) and
one point for a near-enough punchline (one that works but isn’t the one you were
expecting). Use your discretion to award bonus points for genuinely funny and
original alternative answers.

BIBLE READING/THOUGHT

Most of us enjoy a good laugh. And different people find all sorts of things funny -
good jokes, silly noises, funny stories, people falling over ... OK, perhaps we
shouldn’t laugh at people falling over, but sometimes it’ is just funny. On
occasions, some of us are even able to laugh at ourselves - usually when we’ve
done something daft like putting the milk in the cupboard and trying to put the
cereal in the fridge.

When it comes to telling jokes, the Bible doesn’t say an awful lot, and when it
does it’s not altogether positive. For example, the NIV translation of Ephesians 5:4
says: ‘Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of
place.’ Other translations specify ‘vulgar’ or ‘crude’ jokes’.

Meanwhile Proverbs 26:18-19 says: ‘Like a maniac shooting flaming arrows of death
is one who deceives their neighbour and says, “l was only joking!”.” Not much
encouragement for sharing jokes there - though it’s the deception which is
condemned, rather than the joking.

No doubt God does like a good laugh, though. After all, he did create the blobfish,
the blue-footed booby bird and the bone-eating snot flower worm. And us! And in
Proverbs 17:22 we’re reminded laughter is good for us - it says: ‘A cheerful heart is
good medicine ...’ It doesn’t specifically mention joking, but surely that suggests
enjoying a good laugh is OK.

So enjoy International Joke Day and having a good giggle. We’re sure God doesn’t
mind (he might even laugh with you) - and remember, laughter is good for you!
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SONGS

5 ‘Laugh out loud’ by Jason Gray
Watch the lyric video. This might not be a song that you know well enough
to sing along with, but you can enjoy listening to the lyrics, and maybe have
a go at whistling (in the dark!?)

53 SASB 379 ‘Lord, | lift your name on high’
Watch the lyric video by kidzworld777 or dance along to the lyric video by
CJ and Friends

5 SASB 392 ‘Teach me to dance to the beat ...’
Watch the instrumental lyric video by Stotfold Salvation Army or the lyric
video by Graham Kendrick

53 SASB 394 ‘Thank you for every new good morning’
Watch the instrumental lyric video by Kelston Stanford

WEBSITE AND CONTACT DETAILS

e Connect website: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/connect

e Family Ministries website: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/families
e Emails: familyministries@salvationarmy.org.uk

e Facebook: @sarmyfm

e Twitter: @ukifamily

e Instagram: safamily_ministries
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fsy5vVCO-J4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c12Ta6_WJrw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfxtmpsT-2k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQ_OxeHJ-aY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_qZ-Nw6C46M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_qZ-Nw6C46M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ym7__rzAO2w
http://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/connect
http://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/families
mailto:familyministries@salvationarmy.org.uk

