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Praying for those involved in traumatic events
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Psalm 61.4 ‘I want to live in your house for ever. I want you to keep me safe, like birds protect their babies under their wings’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1934
On Saturday 22 September 1934, 266 people died in a pit disaster at Gresford. The 29 September War Cry reported on the Army’s response.

‘Within an hour of receiving the news … Major Herbert Climpson (Divisional Commander) with Adjutant Evans and Captain Lomas from Rhos Corps were at the pithead, where they found that Major Trevessor Rees (Wrexham Corps) had been the first representative of the local religious organisations to offer help to the colliery officials…

‘Except for the few people who were involved in rescue operations, all that the Salvationists could at first do was to join the crowd and offer sympathy and comfort *…

‘Some of the women had been at the pithead since 4am and, in the hope that a cup of tea might wanted the officers moved amongst them and a number gratefully accepted the cup of tea.*

‘Bandmaster Young of Wrexham had been down with a rescue party since early morning, and it was with great relief that Major Climpson was able to grasp his hand at the end of his duty…*

‘The colliery officials were grateful for the assistance and arranged to supply the Wrexham officer with a list of the trapped men and their home addresses as soon as possible…*

‘On Sunday afternoon … Wrexham Corps Band went to the pithead, where a great crowd listened to hymn tunes…*

‘At Rhos, where a number of distressed families live, the officers spent Sunday morning with them…

‘At Cefn Mawr the Assistant Divisional Commander and Mrs Climpson visited the three homes affected…*

‘Visiting the bereaved is continuing. Officers at Wrexham, Coedpoeth, Rhos, and Brymbo have heard and are still hearing heart-breaking stories as they enter the homes. The husband of one young widow had only worked in the pit for three nights after eighteen months of unemployment. Another household has lost a father and two sons…*

‘So far as is known, there is one Salvationist only among the victims, he being Brother Colin Maggs, a seventeen-year-old soldier on the Coedpoeth roll. Relatives of many people within the Army’s circle have lost their lives, and in a district of many friendly supporters, it is no exaggeration to say that the Army is greatly the poorer because of the disaster at Gresford Colliery.’ *

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· We never know when a death by accident or natural causes will affect us but we can be ready to support our corps family when this happens and be prepared to respond to local disasters, such as flooding, landslides or industrial trauma. Pray for all those affected by a traumatic event in their lives.
· Pray for those whose responsibility it is to comfort the bereaved.
· Pray for all those involved in the rescue or recovery operations associated with these traumatic events. 
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Praying for Tŷ-Gobaith, Cardiff
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Psalm 62.1 ‘I will be patient as I wait for God to help me. He is the only one who can make me safe’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1935
This year a working men’s hostel was opened in Bute Street, Cardiff. The 9 March War Cry reported on this significant development. 

‘There was great rejoicing in Bute Street, Cardiff, on Saturday, over the latest men’s hostel in Great Britain and the first hostel to be opened in Wales by the Men’s Social Work of the Army. *

‘Sir William Reardon Smith was going to lead but as he was not there, Mr. Popham did this instead and Mrs Richard Read declared the hostel open… After the opening all present were invited to inspect the white-tiled and modern equipped kitchen, bathroom and wash-house. *

‘This, the sixtieth hostel, has many modern facilities and equipment for the comfort and well- being of men… Within a short time of the hostel being declared open, twenty men sought accommodation there.’ *

Forty years later the centre was rebuilt. The brochure from the official reopening on 23 January 1976 said:
 
‘Bute Street (Cardiff) is the fashionable nineteenth-century street which linked the old medieval town, dominated by the largely rebuilt castle, with the port end of the Glamorganshire canal. The street led for a mile southward to Lord Bute’s docks and to the commercial centre… 

‘The district was no longer fashionable when [in 1935] the Army took possession of the former offices of a flour mill to set up a men’s hostel… Technology has effected society but basic human problems remain. The old converted flour mill office block has, through the years, enabled The Salvation Army to provide a place of shelter and support to men facing crises.’ *

Bute Street Hostel refurbished and reopened in 2003, with a new name: Tŷ Gobaith. 

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Pray for the staff and residents of Tŷ Gobaith (Hope House). Pray words of hope over those who find shelter and support in what is called a Lifehouse, a name that speaks of hope and new beginnings.
· Pray that those who find themselves in Tŷ Gobaith, whatever the reasons for them being there, will come to grasp hold of the hope that we find in Jesus. 
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Praying for the continuing influence of July’s Together 2024
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Psalm 63.1 ‘God, you are my God. I want to be near to you. I need you to give me life, like a thirsty person in a dry desert. As a person needs water to live, that is how I need you’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1936
Under the title, ‘Welsh Salvationists Getting Together’, the 18 January War Cry reported on a ‘Welsh Day’ in London: 

‘Characteristic Welsh hwyl marked the Welsh Day led by Colonel and Mrs T Lewis at East Finchley … on Sunday. More than forty Welsh comrades from various London corps formed themselves for the day into a group of Welsh Singers and a small brass band of fifteen, under Bandmaster Waite, formerly of Trealaw.*

‘The programme in the afternoon was led by Mr Ivor Richards, organist of St Mary’s church, who took the baton to lead the congregation singing the tune ‘Aberystwyth’. *

‘Four souls sought Salvation during the day. Brigadier Effer and Major Emily Taylor assisted the colonel all day.’ 

The report went on to preview another special Welsh occasion:

‘The fifth Annual Welsh Festival takes place at the Clapton Congress Hall on Saturday, February 29th. New features are to be a London Band led by Major Jakeway, who was born in Aberdare, and a Brigade of London Welsh Singers, led by Deputy Bandmaster Waite, of Wembley (late of Trealaw).’

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Thank God for Together 2024 in Newport. It might seem like a distant memory. However, lives were encouraged, people saved and we were fired up to continue our amazing ministry in Wales.
· Pray for the new lieutenants commissioned in Wales but, by now, about to begin ministry in their God appointed and anointed work. 





























	Story 64
	Dyma Gariad 150 Stories

	20
August


	
Praying for all those who grew up in The Salvation Army
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Psalm 64.10 ‘But people who serve the Lord should be happy because of what he has done. They should trust him to keep them safe’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1937
Shirley Bassey was born in Cardiff on 8 January 1937. After her performance at the Oscars in 2013 the website of the Sacramento Salvation Army, USA, highlighted her Army background:

‘Welsh music icon, Dame Shirley Bassey sang her hit “Goldfinger” at the Oscars last night in tribute to the 50th anniversary of the James Bond movie franchise and the 1964 theme song that launched her international music career. Dressed from head-to-toe in sparkly gold, Bassey gave an effortless performance that received the largest applause of the evening.*

‘Although some of her biggest hits were about diamonds and gold, Bassey’s music career began in a working-class dockside district in Cardiff, Wales’s capital city, where she discovered her talent and love for music while singing in The Salvation Army’s youth choir as a junior soldier.

‘From her start at The Salvation Army, Bassey began singing at local public houses and clubs before signing her first professional contract at the age of 15. Bassey is one of many talented vocalists and musicians who discovered their passion for music with the help of a Salvation Army youth program.’

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· If you grew up in The Salvation Army, reflect on your days as a young person. Maybe there is a song from those days that still encourages you. Sing it now.
· As you do that, pray for all the young people growing up within the influence of a corps family. Pray that God will so fire them up that they will serve him all their lives.
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Praying for South Wales
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Psalm 65.5 ‘God, you are the one who saves us! You answer our prayers, and you do great things to rescue us’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1938

General Evangeline Cory Booth spoke at the largest building in Swansea, the Plaza cinema. The 12 March War Cry reported the event under the heading, ‘Packed Hall and Spring Sunshine Greet the General in South Wales’:

‘The General straightaway linked herself with the people by telling of a name she bears which is a constant reminder of what South Wales has done for the Army. She told of the Cory brothers and her visits to Wales as a girl. She told of her love for music and song and increased her influence on her listeners by her sympathetic understanding of Welsh problems.’
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Prayer
· Pray for The Salvation Army in South Wales. The work is varied and corps are committed to their communities. The work amongst people experiencing homelessness continues to be a challenge.
· Pray again for this amazing work that brings hope and changes lives.
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Praying for Cardiff Ely
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Psalm 66.20 ‘So I praise God, as he deserves. He has not refused to listen to me. He has continued to love me with his faithful love’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1939
On 3 September 1939 Neville Chamberlain announced: ‘This country is at war with Germany.’ In the 9 September War Cry, the General issued a call to all Salvationists: ‘Be ready to serve.’ Addressing ‘my dear officers and soldiers’, she wrote:

‘Despite the long, patient, and heroic struggle of the prime minister, supported by the British government, the bold threat of war has been heard throughout the world, and increasing sadness has been felt over the world..

‘With a heart beating with distress and pain I call upon every Salvationist to repeat the sacrificial and heroic service, that has characterised the Army’s response to every crisis since first the flag unfurled.*
‘Yours as always under the flag, Evangeline Booth.’

The Second World War saw many people being moved from their homes. ‘Between 1939 and 1945, almost four million people were moved from British cities, and two hundred thousand came to different corners of Wales’ (hwb.gov.Wales website).

In the midst of war Salvationists continued to serve their communities. For example, on 30 September, a new hall was opened at Cardiff Ely. The corps history book recorded the months leading up to this:   

23 May
‘Capt Cox and Lieut Thompson appointed to open The Salvation Army corps at the new housing estate at Ely.’

31 May
‘Opening meeting conducted by Col W Bailey (DC). Tent not arrived so meeting held in the open air.’

4 June
‘Weekend meetings held in tent. Corps officer assisted by Canton Band. Good attendances and great enthusiasm among young people and seniors. The beginning of, we hope, a great soul-saving time.

13 August
‘The tent, after receiving much bad treatment at the hands of gangs of hooligans and further damage by the constant bad weather, had to be left. With some difficulty we secured the use of the Welfare Hall on the other side of the estate for meetings on Sunday and the home league. The tent, despite the trouble it gave, has given us good service, and will long be remembered by those who there sought the Saviour.’ *

Sept 30
‘The opening of the new hall. Hallelujah! A very fine building to hold 200.’

*paraphrase
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Prayer

· Pray for Cardiff Ely Corps and its surrounding community.
· Give thanks for all the people they are in contact with and for those who experience God working in their lives.
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Thanking God for answered prayer
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Psalm 67.7  ‘God, please bless us! Then all people everywhere will respect you’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1940
In a letter dated 9 November 1940, Mr CJ Phipps of Swansea wrote to ‘The Maréchale’* recalling an occasion of answered prayer:

‘Do you remember that evening in Torquay in the meeting house?… That evening was one to be remembered. I was that poor unfortunate soldier who approached you with his troubles that his daughter was dangerously ill. She had developed slight temporary paralysis. Today, on my wife’s behalf, I open my heart to you with all my thanks for the priceless reward your prayers have brought in bringing our baby Elaine back into our home.*

‘At present I am on embarkation leave (holiday given before joining a ship)  and am appreciating all those precious time with my wife and child and then some very near day I shall be away across the seas.*

‘My wife is anxious as to our future and your prayers I know I shall be strong in faith and confidence; would you pray for my guidance and safe return to my family.

‘Yours faithfully, C. J. Phipps.’

* ‘La Maréchale’ was Kate Booth, the eldest daughter of William and Catherine. She was a gifted leader and showed great courage in starting The Salvation Army in France and Switzerland. After she and her husband left the Army in 1902 (which she later regretted) she continued as an evangelist, still using the title from her days in France.

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· As you look back over your days with the Lord, rejoice and give thanks for prayers prayed that have been answered.  
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Praying for people whose homes are being destroyed by war and conflict
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Psalm 68.4 ‘Sing songs to God! Sing to praise his name! He is the one who rides on the clouds, so praise him aloud!’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1941
For three days – 19, 20 and 21 February – Swansea was damaged by German bombers. A total of 240 people were killed and much of the city centre was destroyed. *

This 2 January entry in the history book of Cardiff Stuart Hall Corps records how Salvationists responded to the bombing of their city:

‘Tonight Cardiff experienced the worst “blitz” ( targeted bombing) since the war. Two hundred men, women and children were given temporary accommodation in the hall for three days and nights. Adjutant and Mrs Gray were helped by Major Morris and her assistants from the slum post, also Major and Mrs Giles.’ *

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Pray for conflicts around the world where lives are being lost and homes destroyed by war.
· Research where war is currently happening and pray for those people and places.
· Pray for families who have fled from Ukraine that The Salvation Army is helping.
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Praying for Tenby and the Pembrokeshire area
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Psalm 69.6 ‘My Lord, Almighty Lord, Israel’s God, do not let anyone who trusts you become ashamed because of me’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1942
Lambert House, a young women’s home opened, in Cardiff. However, Pembroke Dock Corps, which had opened in 1883, closed on 26 May 1942. (It was to re-open in March 1943, close again in March 1954, re-open once more in December 1958 and then close on 4 November 1966.)*

While William Booth was keen on opening new corps, he wasn’t unwilling to close them as well. In 1877 he closed nine Christian Mission stations. Among them was Bromley in South London, which almost a decade later reopened as a Salvation Army corps and is alive and well today. *

Salvationists from Tenby still have a ministry in Pembroke and Pembroke Dock, so the story is still being told.

A photograph of Pembroke Dock Band, dated 1920, shows 16 uniformed members, including the only woman. Her husband stated in a letter: ‘She lived in Pembroke but went to the Docks Corps so she could play in the band, there being no band in Pembroke.’

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Pray for Tenby Corps as they welcome visitors to the town in the busy holiday periods and, at the end of September, the annual Iron Man Wales event.
· Pray for them as they minister all-year round to their community.
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Thanking God for the gift of hospitality
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Psalm 70.4 ‘God, may those who want to know you be very happy. Everyone who loves you because you have saved them should never stop saying, “Praise God”

	Tell
the
Story






	
1943
‘Born in Pontypridd, Eva Maud Walkley [née Newcombe] was two weeks old when her father was attracted to a Salvation Army open-air meeting… What he saw and heard – from William Booth –fascinated him enough to go indoors to the following meeting… He was converted… The difference in her husband’s behaviour so impressed Mrs Newcombe, that the two became great workers in the local corps.*

‘Moving to Gloucester, with her parents, Maud got married. The new couple, … Brother and Sister Walkley, made their own home a centre of faith and fellowship to be shared and enjoyed by many. The visitor’s book contains over six hundred names – and every name tells a story! Written mainly during the dark days of the Second World War, these entries represent service personnel of all kinds. Here and there can be seen unusual names – including a few prisoners of war who were drawn into the warm circle of Christian fellowship with the Walkleys. *

‘It was such work for the military personnel which commended Home League Secretary Mrs Walkley to the Army’s leaders, and in 1963 she received from the hands of General Wilfred Kitching the Order of the Founder.’
(Albert Kenyon, In High Esteem)

Maud was not the first Welsh woman to receive the Army’s highest honour. In 1927 Sister Bessie Davies was admitted to the Order of the Founder ‘for voluntarily starting and successfully leading for more than 30 years, Salvation Army corps operations in the village of Penrhyndeudraeth, Wales’ (The Salvation Army Year Book 1966).*

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Pray for the people you know who show hospitality to others, who open their homes to strangers and who glorify God in all they do and say.
· Give thanks to God for them.
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Praying for politicians in Wales and for the Senedd (Welsh parliament)
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Psalm 71.3 ‘Be a rock where I can hide. Be a strong place where I can be safe. You are my high rock and my strong, safe place’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1944
In this year Plaid Cymru (Party of Wales) transferred its head office from Caernarfon to Cardiff.

The 1911 census revealed that, although Welsh was spoken by only 43 per cent of the population in Wales, there were five counties where it was the main language – spoken by more than 80 per cent of people.*

Three of these five counties were in the northwest and included Caernarfonshire. This helps explain why Plaid Cymru was originally based in Caernarfonshire (in 1925), and why the first Welsh-speaking Salvation Army corps was opened in Caernarfon in 1886 (followed swiftly by a Welsh-language War Cry.) 

Plaid Cymru’s move from Caernarfon to Cardiff is an example of where political power is situated within Wales. 

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Pray for your local councillors and your member of the Senedd (MS). Follow this link if you don’t know your MS https://senedd.wales/find-a-member-of-the-senedd/.
· Pray that politicians of all parties would have wisdom and might conduct their affairs with integrity and compassion.
· Pray that they and their families will be protected from abuse and threat, which can be part of political life today.
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Praying for Caerphilly 
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Psalm 72.5 ‘May people always respect your authority, God, through all time, as long as the sun and the moon remain in the sky’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1945
The war in Europe ended on 8 May 1945, Victory in Europe (VE) Day, but in the 19 May War Cry General George Carpenter declared, ‘We must fight on!’ He wrote:

‘In this historic hour I call upon Salvationists in every land to turn their joy at release from the difficulty of war into dedication to urgent tasks.*

‘In his never ending mercy, God is giving the western world one more chance to turn from the errors which have led it into terrible misery and devastation.*

‘Today I see the western world as a field of battle, bewildered in its exhaustion, from which the shouts of victory will soon die away. Are there not too many aching hearts for endless celebration?’

The Caerphilly Corps history book recorded the following:

8 May
‘Peace declared in Europe as Germany admitted defeat. Great relief is felt after six years of terrible war. We put leaflets out in Lawrence Street and Pontygwindy Road and in our Thanksgiving meeting an excellent crowd gathered. Lawrence Street people gave a great tea in the street – we opened in prayer; and CO led sacred community singing.’

21 May
‘Our band headed a civic procession and supplied music for a great thanksgiving service arranged by the Caerphilly council to commemorate VE Day.’

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Pray for the district and town of Caerphilly. Thank God for the heritage of The Salvation Army in the town.
· Pray for the efforts being made to see The Salvation Army once more worshipping and serving in the town.
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Praying for mothers and children
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Psalm 73.23 ‘I am always near to you. You hold my right hand, as my guide’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1946
The October-November Deliverer caried an article called ‘For Mother and Babies’:

‘Years ago, a young unmarried mother, an outcast from a very respectable family, was visited by one of our women’s social officers as she lay in the workhouse hospital. “Has it come to this?” exclaimed the girl, and her miserable look of distress went straight to the officer’s heart. *

‘From that moment she did everything she could until a building suitable to be a maternity hospital as well as a home was found. So Northlands in Cardiff began its merciful work [in 1922, see Day 49]. Now, as a busy centre of all modern methods for assisting the mother and child, it is to be enlarged because of ever-increasing demands upon its accommodation.*

‘The officer was Lieut-Colonel Agnes Swain. Her earliest appointments as an officer, included one at our first women’s shelter in Hanbury Street, London’s East End. This was  in the days when “Jack the Ripper” was one of the night terrors for women in that neighbourhood.’*

We know very little of the story of this young unmarried mother who was treated as an outcast by her own family. We do know that she motivated Agnes Swain to ‘do something’. 

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Thank God for your mother or the person who was a mother to you.
· Pray for single mothers who are struggling with relationships within their own family group.
· Pray for those mothers whose husbands have died suddenly, leaving them with young children to bring up. 
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Facing endings and new beginnings
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Psalm 74.22  ‘Do something, God! Show everyone that you are good’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1947
Denbigh Corps is recorded as existing in 1888. It closed on 22 September 1947. The Army’s International Heritage Centre has a small card that was given out by the corps officers in 1910.*

The Salvation Army, Denbigh
Motto for 1910
HE KNOWS
God holds the key of all unknown
And I am glad;
If other hands had held the key,
Or if He trusted it to me,
I might be sad.

Captain F Jacob & Lieutenant M Broome
Wish you every good wish for a prosperous and happy New Year.

They may have been sad if they had known that the corps would close in 1947 or they may have rejoiced that the corps served the community for a further 37 years. Focusing solely on the closure of a corps does not tell the whole story.

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Do you know when your corps began? Thank God for that new beginning and that the corps is still serving your community.
· Your corps may be planning a new beginning of some sort – a differently timed prayer meeting, a Bible study or a new outreach programme. Cover that new activity with prayer. 
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Praying for ministry at Christmas
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Psalm 75.9  ‘As for me, I will always thank you, God. I will sing to praise you, the God of Jacob’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1948
The Llanelli Corps history book entry for December 1948 stated: ‘This year was a record with the Christmas playing; the band raised the sum of £67. They started  on 30/11/48 and played each night right up until Christmas Day when they visited the Bryntirion, Swansea Road and played to the patients carols.’

It may be of interest to note something of the history of the Bryntirion Hospital and the significance of the year that Llanelli band visited at Christmas. ‘The Llanelly Poor Law Institution officially closed on July 5th 1948 following the begining of the National Health Service, and the opening of the Bryntirion Hospital. By then, most of the “inmates”, now called  “patients”, were elderly people’ (Llanelli Community Heritage).

Some Salvation Army bands still visit hospitals on Christmas Day.

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· It seems strange to be praying for Christmas ministry in August! Pray for corps where the band still ministers to the community. 
· Pray for members of larger bands who help smaller corps to minister to their community at Christmas and other times of the year.












	Story 76
	Dyma Gariad 150 Stories

	1
September

	
Praying for the grace to be godly
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Psalm 76.11 Make promises to the Lord your God, and do what you have promised’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1949
In the 26 February War Cry Brindley Boon wrote about his ‘pilgrimage’ to St David’s, Britain’s smallest city and oldest cathedral: ‘For most of two hours I wandered through the holy buildings, stopping to look at features of special interest… My pilgrimage over I made my way back to the sleepy village of three streets, twisting lanes and little farms – a city that has changed little with the passing of fourteen centuries.’ *

St David’s was dedicated to the patron saint of Wales, whose day is nationally observed on 1 March. St David received his early education on the site of the city which now bears his name… The place was then called Menevin (ie main and narrow water) and was regarded as a ‘nursery of saints’.

The Salvation Army does not have a process of canonisation, the official awarding of the name of saint, nor does it have a history of pilgrimages; but the Army has provided a path of holiness throughout the years. It might not have named saints, but it has many ordinary men and women have lived in a holy way.*

‘Many years ago, I found myself in a small public house in Abersychan, South Wales selling the Army papers. The tough, macho miners were giving me a hard time but were good natured – not least because I come from a different country, North Wales. After the initial teasing, they talked of their great respect for the cornet player of the local Army band who worked with them deep underground. They never used the words “spiritual” or “holy” and I can assure you that their comments were not in any way sentimental. But those tough men made it very clear that an ordinary man, who played second cornet in an Army band every Sunday, lived a godly life every day of the week, including at the coal front deep in the earth.’ 
(Melvyn Jones, That Contentious Spirituality)*

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Having read the above you may already be mindful of someone that was a ‘saint’ to you. It might even be the person who introduced you to The Salvation Army. Thank God for that person now.
· Reflect on your own godly life in work, play and home. Humbly bow before your Saviour thanking him for continuing to guide, strengthen and protect you to be the ‘saint’ that you are.
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Praying for those who live in poverty
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Psalm 77.14 
‘You are the God who does miracles. You show the nations that you are very powerful’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1950
A tribute in the 10 June War Cry titled, ‘Served the Very Poor in Christ’s Name’, recorded a Welsh officer’s life of sacrificial service: 

‘Commandant Mary Gurmin spent all of her years of service – she became an officer from Treharris – among the very poor. The greater period of her career was spent in hostel work in Whitechapel. The commandant became blind while still on active service; during the years of retirement, she uncomplainingly “carried on” seeking constantly to do all she could for those around her. When the Home Call came the commandant was ready.’ *

*paraphrase
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Prayer

· What is happening where you are to help people in poverty? Is there a food bank operating that requires volunteers? Is this something that you could offer to do? If not, how can you support those who are involved in this work? Ask God to show you what he requires of you.  
· Pray for the people you know who are helping those experiencing poverty.  
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Praying for the valleys
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Psalm 78.4 ‘We will tell our children and our grandchildren why they should praise the Lord. We will tell them about his strength, and about the great things that he has done’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1951

In The Old Glory Shop (1951) Thomas Cadwaladr Parry wrote about Army corps in the Rhondda Valley:

‘I feel that it is unnecessary to write an introduction to such a small book, because the book itself is only an introduction from beginning to end of what could be said about the Old Glory Shop and the activities of the Salvation Army in Williamstown and Penycraig for the last 54 years.

‘Every corps in the valley has always been out to help each other – and why not? We are in the same Army, aiming for the same victory and preaching the same gospel. It has been the custom for many years to have united gatherings at each corps in the spring every year. Easter Monday at Trealaw, and the Tuesday at Gelli; the first Monday in May at Porth; Whit-Monday at Williamstown, and the Tuesday at Treherbert. The meetings at each centre used to be a great success, but in recent years there has been a fall in numbers as so many people are at work and so unable to attend.*

‘I would like to make it known that the great need of the present day is prayer, and let the call be a prayer for a mighty revival (renewal) , because only a revival of religion can stop the increasing evil in  our midst and bring the world in repentance and faith to the cross of Christ.’*

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· The plea of Thomas Cadwaladr Parry is the plea for today. Join all those who are reading in praying for revival in the Welsh valleys.
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Praying for West Wales
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Psalm 79.9 ‘God, help us! You are the one who can save us. Rescue us, so that people will respect your great name. Forgive our sins, so that people know you are good’


	Tell
the
Story






	
1952
Glenhurst, a young women’s home, opened in Cathedral Road, Cardiff.

Readers of the 13 December War Cry were told about a campaign in the valleys of West Wales:

‘Taking in the familiar coal-mining districts of South Wales and the garden cities which are springing up to house those employed in the many newer light industries, the Swansea Division extends westward to include villages isolated at the foot of picturesque mountain ranges and popular seaside holiday resorts until it reaches to the rugged Atlantic coast close to where the railway line from London’s Paddington comes to an abrupt end at Neyland.

‘Recently Brigadier Edmund Taylor, the divisional commander, and a company of men officers of the division, each with a brass instrument, marched for four days through the valleys of West Wales to take the message of the gospel to the communities which, in most cases, are a long way from a Salvation Army corps. *

‘Stopping to hold open-air meetings at thirty-nine centres, the officers contacted miners, factory workers, busmen at their bus depot and women shoppers. In street bombardments they left their instruments to enter houses where helpful words were spoken and a piece of Scripture read.*

‘The campaign finished with a meeting at Swansea Citadel where the congregation was thrilled with the many stories told.’ *

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· How do we reach today’s society in West Wales? Maybe through its social media? Ask God to show us how we might do that? Pray for Spirit-filled people willing to take on this task.
· Pray for those in West Wales who are spreading the good news about Jesus and how he can change lives.     
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Thanking God for friendships
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Psalm 80.1 ‘God, you sit on your throne as king, above the cherubs. Show everyone your bright glory!’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1953
There are several surviving letters dated 1953-1957 from Commissioner Catherine Bramwell Booth and Colonel Major Mary B Booth to Corps Sergeant-Major George Jones of Abersychan. Catherine mentions her mother, Florence Booth, who was promoted to Glory in 1957. Here are some sentences, *

 ‘My mother was pleased to have your letter at Christmas time and asks me to tell you that she is wonderfully well and praising God for his goodness to us as a family.’ (1953)

 ‘This letter brings disappointment. We have talked it over and it does not seem possible that any of us can be with you for the anniversary in May. My sister Olive has been very poorly indeed and unable to leave her bed for some time… Colonel Mary is not able to come either, and my sister Dora and I are needed to look after the other dear ones in the home.’ (1954)*

 ‘I am sorry, though not surprised, that the time has come when you must retire from so demanding a position as that of corps sergeant-major. What a wonderful record!… My darling mother remains very weak and frail. A few days ago, the temperature returned, but has now gone down again and she is able to sit up a little every day.’ (1957) *

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Thank God for your Christian friends and friends who are not yet Christians.
· Thank God for the friendship of Jesus.


What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer!

	(Song Book of The Salvation Army, 795)

· If you like modern worship songs as well as these classic hymns then maybe take some time to look up this one – ‘Matt Maher – What a Friend’ (https://955thefish.com/music/matt-maher-what-a-friend-official-lyric-video)
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Praying for those living with addiction
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Psalm 81.10 ‘I am the Lord, your God. I brought you out of the land of Egypt. Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it with many good things’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1954
On 25 January 1954 the famous opening words of ‘Under Milk Wood’ – ‘To begin at the beginning’ – were spoken on BBC radio by the young Richard Burton.

The play was written by Dylan Thomas. Born in Swansea, he is regarded as one of the great modern poets. He became widely popular in his lifetime and remained so after his death in New York City. By then he had acquired a reputation as a ‘roistering, drunken and doomed poet’, which is how he described himself. He was 39 when he died.*

In a 1954 issue of The Deliverer Lieut-Colonel Madge Unsworth wrote an article called ‘Disaster Through Drink’:

‘In the Sunday closing of her public houses has South Wales a complaint or a blessing?*

‘As we write, a strong effort to break this long standing law that has existed over a hundred years ago, is being made in parliament. Backed by powerful commercial interests, it is being strongly disagreed with by many who feel that in this matter Wales may “know when she is well off” as the saying goes.*

‘Indeed, drink has quite enough human problems and unhappiness to account for in Wales today , though its effects may be more hidden from the public than in the past.*

‘Not so long ago the warden of Northlands maternity home, Cardiff, kindly opened her casebook at our request… Instead of names we list alphabetically.’

There follows a list – A to O – of women who had given birth at Northlands, with a brief outline of each situation. The constant theme is that drink was a negative influence in every situation.

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· The problem of addiction still damages our society. Pray for the Army’s addiction services that they may be a light in the darkness for those troubled with addiction to alcohol and/or drugs.
· The massive increase in easy access to online gambling sites is causing some people huge problems. Pray for the people helping those with gambling addictions.
· If you are a Salvation Army soldier thank God for the promises you made to keep away from these harmful addictions.
· Pray for those who have found The Salvation Army a place of safety from addiction.
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Praying for a new awakening to the power of the Bible 
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Psalm 82.3 ‘You must help poor people and those with no family to receive justice. Help those who have pain and trouble to receive the help that they need’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1955
Readers of the 23 April War Cry were informed about the encouraging ‘Bible class success at Cardiff’.

‘A Bible class started eighteen months ago at Cardiff Grangetown as a venture has proved a big success. There has been an average attendance of thirty-five, mostly of the fourteen to twenty-five-year-old age group. *

‘Problems which affect young people at school or work are dealt with, and questions invited concerning the Scriptures, Salvation Army doctrines and regulations, in addition to the hour of Bible study…. Within the last two years twenty new soldiers have been sworn in.’*

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Pray for a new awakening to the power of the Bible.
· Pray for those you know who prepare and deliver Bible studies in your area of Salvation Army service.
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Praying for the daily ministry of Salvation Army officers, corps leaders and centre managers
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Psalm 83.1 ‘God, do not continue to be silent! Do not remain quiet. Please do something!

	Tell
the
Story






	
1956
The Newport II Corps history book records several corps officer welcomes and farewells in the mid-1950s.

14 May 1953 – Welcome meeting of Major Bailey from Pontymister.
15 May 1954 – Farewell meeting of Major E Bailey to Shiremoor.
20 May 1954 – Welcome to Senior Captain and Mrs Tucker from Williamstown.
19 May 1955 – Senior Captain and Mrs Tucker farewelled … off to Pontymister.
May 1955 – Welcome of Major Foster and Senior Captain Beales.
1956 – Welcome meeting of Senior Captain D Burgess.
2 Sept 1956 – Farewell meetings after a very short stay.
6 Sept 1956 – Welcome of Major Grace Simons and Envoy Dorothy Elliss.
24 Nov 1957 – Farewell meetings of Major Grace Simons and Envoy Dorothy Elliss.

In That Contentious Spirituality, Melvyn Jones says: ‘In 2019 a relatively small number of officers were single: 17 per cent. However, in 1906 most officers were single: 67 percent. Thirteen years earlier, in 1893, single officers accounted for an incredible 81 per cent of the officer corps. In the early years of the Movement, corps officers were mostly single people: and single because they were young. Catherine Booth makes the same point. “A very important issue to be borne in mind in calculating the future of the Army is the – ‘Youth of its Officers’ – They are mostly under 25 years of age” [The Salvation Army in relation to Church and State].’

The revivalist outlook (short term) and the youthfulness of its officers (no family ties) meant that changes of appointment took place very often. However, the details above show that such an approach was still common in the 1950s even though officers were older and often married.*

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Pray for the daily influence and ministry of Salvation Army officers known to you.
· List the local leaders in your corps and pray for them individually.  
· We have a number of centre managers in the Wales Division. Pray for them together, that God will bless, encourage, support and protect each of them.
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Praying for small bands
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Psalm 84.2 
‘I want very much to go to the Lord’s temple. I very much want to be in the temple yards. With all that I am, and with great joy, I sing to you, the God who lives for ever!’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1957
Florence Booth was promoted to Glory on 10 June 1957. The 22 June War Cry wrote a short piece about her conversion. 

‘Florence Booth (née Soper) was in London visiting friends and doing a round of society pleasures, when she saw an announcement that Mrs Booth of The Salvation Army would speak at a meeting in the West End… Mrs Booth’s powerful message came with a deep conviction of the soul… Florence seriously looked for salvation through faith in Christ. She returned to her Welsh home determined to follow him.’

The same issue of the War Cry highlighted her concern for the rights of women:

‘Hers was an untiring campaign against the unfairness of the law in relation to women. It was not until 1923 that the Matrimonial Causes Act made men and women equal on the question of divorce, but in February 1911, Mrs Booth said, “that a woman should be held bound to an unfaithful husband, while a man is freed from an unfaithful wife, is to place the woman at an unequal disadvantage and to encourage unfaithfulness in the man. This is surely a survival of the idea from which sprang slavery and man’s ownership of his wife.”’ *

1957 was a special year for Abergavenny Corps. ‘We were asked to represent small bands at Bandmasters’ Councils in the Royal Albert Hall, combining the trip with a visit to Sutton Corps,’ recalls one of the bandsmen playing that day, Eric Davies, still playing at 92. ‘The International Staff Band made space on stage to accommodate our band of nine. We played “Southern Skies”, with BM Arthur Davies conducting while playing his cornet, and “Martial Hosts”, led by Deputy BM Harold Davies conducting while playing his tuba! The band received enthusiastic applause.’ *

Retired Songster Leader Dennis Evans (recently promoted to Glory from Southend Citadel), who also played on the day, says: ‘We had a wonderful day at Sutton with the added blessing of being asked to play at Councils. Occasions like this reinforce the important part played by small bands like Abergavenny as they bear daily witness to God’s love.’
*paraphrase
(Information supplied by Retired Corps Sergeant-Major Keith Jones, Abergavenny)
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Prayer
· Pray for the small bands, like that at Abergavenny, who minister and support worship whenever it is possible. 
· Pray that, with Cynefin (area) worship gatherings happening regularly, the small bands may occasionally have opportunity to play together to form a larger band.
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Praying for Christians in sport
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Psalm 85.8 ‘Now I will listen to what the Lord God says. He will give peace to his people, to those who serve him’


	Tell
the
Story






	
1958
On 19 June 1958 the Wales football team were knocked out of the World Cup, losing in the quarter finals to Brazil – by a single goal scored by Pelé. The ongoing story of Welsh sport is often the story of David and Goliath. Sometimes the slingshot works, but not always, as the Goliath of Brazil proved!

Brazil went on to beat the hosts, Sweden – an event mentioned in the 5 July War Cry in a report on an Army Congress in Stockholm. Under the heading, ‘World Cup Final No Match for Stockholm’s Salvation Victories,’ it said: ‘The flag-bedecked streets of this sport-loving capital are gay tonight as people from many nations, here for the world football cup final, fill the streets . If there is disappointment among citizens that the national team failed to win the trophy this afternoon, such sadness did not reach the crowded congress meetings which ended this day.’ *

*paraphrase



	[image: Praying hands praying hand child prayer hands clip art image 6 8 ...]
	
Prayer
· Pray for Christians in sport who are proclaiming the name of Jesus. 
· Pray for those who are chaplains to sports clubs and events.
· Pray for those who take part in the Army’s annual five-a-side football tournament for people experiencing homelessness, including residents of Tŷ Gobaith Lifehouse in Cardiff.
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Praying for Pontypool
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Psalm 86.12 ‘My Lord and my God, I will thank you with all my strength. I will praise your name for ever!’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1959


The 21 March War Cry paid tribute to a Welshman who had been admitted to the Order of the Founder in 1923.

‘Brother Tom Green OF Pontypool, aka Prem Sagar, was a lifelong Salvationist and for several years an officer with his wife in India, where among criminal tribes they did remarkable work. 

‘He was awarded the Order of the Founder as an officer “for marked devotion in his work in an Indian criminal settlement” where among other sacrificial acts, he underwent a painful operation, “giving portions of his skin in an attempt to save the life of a criminal tribesman’s child”. 

‘He was in the years following his officership much loved and respected for his faith and Christian character in the works where he was employed, and since his retirement has been an influence for good upon all who came his way.’
 
In Social Evils the Army has Challenged, Carvosso, Gauntlett, wrote:

‘The word “challenge” may not apply quite so literally to this remarkable chapter in Salvation Army history; the authorities requested the Army to attempt a very difficult task. The Salvationists’ response, however, was certainly a challenge to a widespread feeling that nothing could be done to resolve the problem. And the success of officers working among the Criminal Tribes is now warmly acknowledged by all.

‘In his book, Muktifauj, the late Commissioner Booth-Tucker has several very interesting chapters on the Criminal Tribes – “all the members of which are devoted from cradle to grave to a life of crime… They glory in it, and regard themselves with all the pride of ancestry of warriors engaged in a perfectly legal war against society.”’*

How many people talked to this elderly member of Pontypool Corps without realising what an incredible story he had to tell?

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Pray for all whose lives have in some way influenced others for the good. They may not be awarded the Order of the Founder but, nonetheless, have led people on to Kingdom-glorifying pathways.  
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Thanking God for the gift of music
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Psalm 87.7 ‘The singers and the musicians will say, “All our blessings come from you, Zion.”’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1960

On 11 November 1960, The South Wales Gazette and Newport News wrote:

‘Tomorrow will bring us the opportunity to pay the town’s tribute to the Abertillery Salvation Army Band for they will be celebrating their 70th – yes, 70th – anniversary. The band of 1890 had plenty of enthusiasm – but only two instruments… For 64 of those years there has been a Bandmaster Veal in command [Albert and his two sons Ray and Vincent].’ *

Asking, ‘Did you know?’ the Abertillery souvenir brochure included a fascinating fact about a former band member:

‘Anthony Yorath, who won the cornet championship of Great Britain at the Crystal Palace pre 1914 and was later principal cornet in Her Majesty’s Grenadier Guards, learnt his music at Abertillery and played in the band for a while.’

It also referred to ‘Howard Snell, the well-known brass band conductor, composer and arranger’ and said: ‘His father, Frank, was a bass player in the band before entering the training college … and his grandfather was Corps Sergeant-Major Andrew Snell.’

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Thank God for the gift of music. We can easily reflect the words of the psalmist: ‘The singers and the musicians will say, “All our blessings come from you…”’ (Psalm 87:7). 
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Praying for those who pioneer alternative viewpoints for the Kingdom
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Psalm 88.13 ‘But as for me, Lord, I call to you for help. Every morning I pray to you’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1961
On 1 October 1961, The Tabernacle Chapel, Cardiff, hosted the first-ever broadcast of the long-running national BBC TV series, Songs of Praise. 
 
In this decade, television became much more widespread, pop music rather than jazz became centre stage and non-religious ideas rather than Christianity increased its influence.

Starting in January this year, the War Cry published a long-running series entitled, ‘Top Note for Jazz Man’. The author was Captain Fred Brown, who eventually left officership due to his publication of a book, Secular Evangelism, in which he wrote: ‘Britain is in the grip of revolution. Never done before advances unprecedented being made in the subjects of science and technology, but every basic moral and spiritual belief is being questioned, sometimes greatly changed, and not infrequently thrown away . These changes are be welcomed, not feared, or interpreted as signs of rebellion against God.’*

Fred Brown and Secular Evangelism were in good company. Professor CH Dodd and The New English Bible were also met with reluctance by some, as the 18 March 1961 War Cry noted:*

‘The translation of The New English Bible: New Testament … is the result of thirteen years labour by a group of the most brilliant biblical scholars. According to Professor CH Dodd [born in Wrexham], director of the project, its aim is to present the “content of the original in such a form that it may be read, so far as possible, as if it were the work of an English writer for an English public”… 

‘The affection in which the Authorised Version of the Bible is held by many Christians will mean that the new translation will be greeted in some quarters with reluctance. Yet after all, it is the ideas contained in the Bible which are all-important, not the wording which has grown precious through long association.’*

*paraphrase
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Prayer

· Pray for those who challenge our thinking and bring us to fresh understanding of what being a Kingdom follower means to our generation of believers.   
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Praying for open-air and street ministry
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Psalm 89.11 ‘The heavens belong to you and so does the earth. You made the world and everything that is in it’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1962
Swansea Citadel celebrated its 80th anniversary in 1962. Its brochure included two announcements from the early days of the corps, revealing how different the early 1880s were from the early 1960s.

LOOK OUT! LOOK OUT!
The Salvation Army has just taken The Circus in Richardson Street and will commence operations on Sunday next… During the day, Major Coombs and the Hallelujah Lasses will lead the attack.
COME IN THOUSANDS

WAR! BLOOD! FIRE!
AND BOMBARDMENT OF SWANSEA.
Shot and shell will be fired, and soldiers will march with drawn swords, and the Army doctor will attend the wounded.

And so the Army came to Swansea, led by Major Coombs and Captain Kate Shepherd, who had already led a revival in the Rhondda Valley.

The Army was still on the march in Swansea in 1962, as the citadel’s history book records in a report on the ‘Whit Weekend Visit of Reading Central Band’ on 9-11 June:

‘Monday afternoon the band gave a programme in the Patti Pavilion following a united march with Swansea Citadel and bandsmen from surrounding corps. The final festival of the weekend was given at the Brangwyn Hall, the divisional commander, Brigadier Wm Davidson, leading.*       
                                                  
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Is open-air and street ministry going on where you are? If so, pray for those involved. 
· If not, maybe your prayer could be: ‘Please God, guide us as to how we might use street ministry to draw people into the Kingdom.’
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Praying for the blessing of Wales
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Psalm 90.12 ‘Teach us to count carefully the days of our short lives. Then we will be wise in how we live’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1963
Here is a list of Welsh corps included in the 1963 Disposition of Forces. The corps in North Wales are listed under the Liverpool Division – not the Liverpool and North Wales Division!

Liverpool Division
Caernarvon, Penrhyndeudraeth, Cefn Mawr, Coedpoeth, Connahs Quay, Holyhead, Rhosllanerchrugog, Wrexham.

Swansea Division
Aberaman, Aberdare, Aberystwyth, Ammanford, Blaengarw, Bridgend, Cwmaman, Dowlais, Gilfach Goch, Gorseinon, Llanelly Citadel, Llanelly Dock, Maesteg, Merthyr Tydfil, Milford Haven, Morriston, Nantymoel, Neath, Pembroke Dock, Pontycymmer, Port Talbot, Pyle and Kenfig Hill, Resolven, Glynneath Society, Seven Sisters, Skewen, Swansea Citadel, Swansea High Street, Tenby.

Cardiff Division
Abercarn, Abergavenny, Abersychan, Abertillery, Bargoed, Barry Dock, Blaenavon, Caerphilly, Cardiff Canton, Cardiff Cathays, Cardiff Ely, Cardiff Grangetown, Cardiff Roath Temple, Cardiff Stuart Hall, Cefn Fforest, Chepstow, Cwm, Cwmbran, Ebbw Vale, Gelli, Llanbradach, Llanhilleth, Newport Central, Newport Maindee, Penarth, Pengam, Pentre, Pontymister, Pontypool, Pontypridd, Porth, Senghenydd, Tonyrefail, Trealaw, Tredegar, Treforest, Treharris, Treherbert, Troedyrhiw, Williamstown.

Goodwill Centres
Bute Street, Cardiff, Splott, Cardiff, South Wales Salvage

If you are interested in finding out where your nearest Salvation Army expression is today (corps, charity shop, homelessness service, employment service), visit salvationarmy.org.uk  and search under ‘Find your local Salvation Army’.
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Prayer
· Thank God that The Salvation Army is still blessing Wales in these days.
· Pray that corps will continue to be a blessing to their communities.
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