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Praying for Cwmbran
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Psalm 121.8 
‘Whatever you do and wherever you go, the Lord will always keep you safe, now and for ever.’


	Tell
the
Story






	
1994
A new corps hall was opened at Cwmbran on 5 November 1994. The brochure for the opening and dedication meeting provided some interesting background:

‘By early 1992 plans had been agreed for the rebuilding, refurbishment and extension of the old hall. The estimated cost was £91,000. In November that year planning permission for a car park on the land opposite was given and a price of £5,000 agreed…

‘Within weeks all this was to change with the discovery at the end of December 1992 of serious faults in the structure of the main hall. Immediate action was taken to shore up the building to prevent its total collapse. Investigations revealed a weak roof structure and almost non-existent foundations… *

‘The hall was too expensive to repair and so plans were made for a new larger building to include a main hall and a secondary hall with a sliding partition between. At that stage it was thought unlikely that the whole hall could be rebuilt because of the extra cost involved. The rear of the building was structurally sound and could be repaired…

‘During the following months various fund-raising events took place, including a sponsored walk from London to Cwmbran, a bike ride from Land’s End to John o’ Groats and a concert by the Pontnewydd Male Voice Choir… Then in early September 1993 we were informed that we might be eligible for a substantial grant from the Hong Kong based Bradbury Trust. If so, then a completely new building at a cost of £285,000 would be possible. An application was made, and word came at the end of November that the trust would fund 50 per cent of the total. Many prayers had been answered and many prayers of thanks were said!’

Majors Derek and Sue Jones were the corps officers from 1991-1993, followed by Captains Jayne and Jonathan Roberts who were there when the new building opened. Derek recalls how the corps adapted to the closure of the old hall:

‘It was the Friday between Christmas and New Year 1992. As there was no programme, a handy member of the corps and I went to the hall to repair some floorboards and a crack in the ceiling... As we looked through the gap in the ceiling it was evident that large cracks had opened in the joists.*
 
‘Knowing that the then Property Secretary lived nearby, we rang him and he immediately set off to look at the damage. He wandered into the hall, looked at the crack and said these memorable words: “I am going to fetch my hard hat from the car. Can you clear the hall and put a chain and lock on all the doors?” There was no more worship in the hall from that day onwards… What were we to do? Worship was scheduled to take place two days later; a New Year’s Eve party was planned but we had no venue. 

‘There was to be no party, but a group of faithful soldiers gathered at the quarters for New Year’s Eve. Tightly packed in our house, we thanked God for the passing year and committed the coming year to his wisdom and guidance.

‘We arranged to use the Catholic church hall for Sunday morning worship. The local Anglican church allowed us the use of their church hall for Sunday school and evening worship as well as midweek music rehearsals, Brownies and Guides. The United Reformed Church hosted the home league. One soldier obtained some food trays and loaded them with songbooks, tune books, music stands and all sorts of “essential” items and put them and the corps flag in the boot of his car. For more than 18 months corps members carried on their ministry as travellers.*

‘On the first Sunday morning in the Catholic hall, I asked the congregation to look around at who was sitting in their row and, if in the coming weeks those individuals were absent, to ring them. During that time without their own building the corps lost no one from its gathered congregation – what a credit to their love towards and care for each other.

‘To this day I am not remembered for any of my pastoral care, my preaching or my organisational skills, but simply as “the officer who was here when the hall fell down”.’
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· The corps at Cwmbran, like so many others, serves its community in creative and innovative ways. Pray for its continued ministry, its leaders and those encouraged by their outreach programmes.
· Pray also for its work with young people.












	Story 122
	Dyma Gariad 150 Stories

	17
October

	
Praying for Ammanford
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Psalm 122.1 
‘It made me very happy when people said to me, “We will go to the house of the Lord.”’ 


	Tell
the
Story






	
1995
Major Martyn Clements writes:

‘The corps at Ammanford began in the spring of 1921 and became a homeless, wandering, evangelistic work, renting rooms and buildings across the town until 1927, when the owners of a boxing hall in the centre of town needed to replace their corrugated metal shed.

‘The building was given to The Salvation Army to use as they wished, a large building that could give permanent homes to Ammanford and Pontardulais Corps if they could take down and move this large, corrugated metal shed. The corps officer of Ammanford, Captain Warden, along with the corps officer at Gorseinon, Captain Davies, assisted by candidate helper Albert Dedman, demolished the boxing hall and rebuilt two buildings to give both corps a permanent home.*

‘The opening of the new buildings went with ‘The Salvation Army Great Salvation Siege’ where five souls wanted blessing and salvation. This new building gave a home to a Salvation Army church family for more than 50 years, seeing souls saved, children dedicated, young people commissioned as junior soldiers, adults enrolled as soldiers and many promoted to Glory because of the life and ministry that came from a converted boxing hall. *

‘Ammanford 1995… After almost a year of change the corps stood on the beginning of 1995 with hope, daring and fear of what would happen for the corps. January saw three new junior soldiers recognised and a special importance on prayer felt by those left in the corps. March was set aside as a month of prayer, asking God to give us courage to step out into our community to bring people into our worship and build up our church family. 

‘Bible study, prayer and worship were all centred around asking God to give us the courage to dream big dreams about touching the heart of Ammanford and the wider community. After Easter we began going out into our community, prayer walking our area, asking God to lead us forward. The prayer walking helped us make new contacts and find new friends in the wider community. 

We were helped in our reaching out to the community by Llanelli Band, Morriston Band and Pentre Band, Songsters and Singing Company, who came and led family-friendly open-air meetings in the areas we had been prayer walking. Because of our outreach and prayer, little by little we greeted new people in worship, new children in our kids clubs and Sunday worship and we met new pensioners attending our lunch club – a little growth all round for Ammanford Corps.

‘We set aside November to thank God for all that he had done through us and to thank him for answering our prayers. We made the final Sunday of 1995 a day of commitment, goal setting and prayer. We set some big goals for Ammanford and we promised again to trust God as we had seen him do some great things. 

‘During our time of commitment one of our new attenders, soon to become an adherent, said they thought God was wanting us to do something in Carmarthen. This was an astonishing moment. We were seeing God doing a new thing in Ammanford, we had set some big goals for Ammanford – could God really want us to do something in Carmarthen?
So, it was added to our list of goals. *

‘In 1996, as a corps, we rejoiced as we saw God carry out our goals for Ammanford and as we held our first service in Tabernacle Chapel, Carmarthen, in November 1996, with the chapel full of people worshipping with us.’ *  
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Thank God today for the blessing of Ammanford. Pray that there will be revival there.
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Praying for fresh starts
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Psalm 123:1 and 2 
‘I look up to you, God, as you rule from your throne in heaven. Yes, our eyes look up to the Lord our God.’ 


	Tell
the
Story






	
1996
Majors Andy and Gwen Cox recall events that led to the reopening of Aberdare Corps:

‘In 1996, during the first few weeks of our appointments as divisional director for evangelism and divisional family officer at South Wales Divisional Headquarter, a man called at the office to say that he felt called to restart The Salvation Army in Aberdare. He was a former officer Michael Evan-Yates and was living with his wife Lindy in the town. Being new to my role I had no plan for this kind of request, so I suggested he go back, do some research and see if there was any possible way in which the Army could restart.*
 
‘It was not long after this conversation that he contacted me to say that a small group of people were meeting in his flat for worship on a Friday afternoon. I took a visit to this meeting and couldn’t believe what I experienced. It was like going back to the 1950s. They were singing and clapping and his wife was banging a tambourine. He had set up a reading desk on the dining room table to use as a pulpit.

‘He continued to develop things, particularly among the children. He begged and borrowed brass instruments from other corps and started to teach the children to play. He hired a community hall to do this and gradually things expanded. Eventually he was holding meetings in the community hall and the parents of the children started to attend.

‘Throughout the next four years several things happened. The numbers increased, particularly with the children’s band. It got to a point where there were three bands in operation, all at different levels of development. Each Christmas he held a carol concert in the main public building in Aberdare, which was full for two or three sessions.*

‘Meanwhile back at DHQ, the divisional public relations officer was raising funds from the European Development Fund and the divisional property officer was using his contacts in the local council to look for a suitable site for an Army hall.

‘On our final weekend in the division in June 2000, the territorial commander came to Wales to open the brand-new Salvation Army hall in Aberdare.’
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Thank God for those who are called by him to restart work in areas where the Army has had a previous been. 
· Pray for revival in Aberdare today.
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Praying for prayer and Bible study initiatives
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Psalm 124.8 
‘The one who helped us is the Lord. He made the whole universe.’ 

	Tell
the
Story






	
1997
In 1997 Majors Andy and Gwen Cox set up two prayer initiatives in the South and Mid Wales Division and continued an earlier initiative.

Divisional Prayer Team
This was open to anyone connected to the Army in Wales. It was based on Acts 4:24, ‘When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer.’ Using the example of a football team it was called 4-2-4 and the passage from Acts 4:24-31 could be divided into defence, midfield, attack and result.*

Those who signed up to 4-2-4 would be contacted with prayer requests and asked to pray. Anyone could call in with a prayer request and ask for specific prayer. Occasionally we would meet up divisionally for a time of support and to pray together.

DHQ Prayer Morning
We opened headquarters on Tuesday mornings at 7am for anyone who wanted to join with us for prayer. It was mainly those who lived near headquarters who would attend but it became a regular part of our divisional programme in Wales.

Divisional Bible Study Days
These had been set up by the divisional youth secretary just before us coming to the division and had become a special feature. A summer Saturday was chosen and a particular area of the division was chosen – an area where we could meet and use local scenery and buildings on which to base the Bible study. Places we remember were Ammanford in West Wales, Raglan Castle in mid Wales and the Rhondda Valley. The day ended with a barbecue and fellowship together.*
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Thank God for answered prayers and for those people who are equipped and encouraged by attending Bible studies.  
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Praying for Gorseinon
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Psalm 125.1 
‘People who trust in the Lord are strong, like Mount Zion. Nothing can shake it. It will always be there.’ 


	Tell
the
Story






	
1998
Major David and Captain Judith Morgans write about the ‘roots’ of their officership: 

‘After many years of soldiership at Gorseinon Corps, our spiritual lives were reignited by an invitation from our corps officers to attend a Roots conference in Southport. We attended Roots for several years and one occasion both of us felt that God was calling us to some role of leadership in The Salvation Army, but both our mothers were still alive and in need of our support, so we considered the role of envoys as a possibility. This would enable us to fulfil our calling and yet also our desire to care for our mothers.

‘Unknown to us at the time, William Booth College had been considering, in certain circumstances, distance learning as a new route to officership. We were offered this opportunity, to which we agreed, because we were placed in Senghenydd Corps, not too far away from home if our mothers needed us. We were given a lot of support from both William Booth College and Divisional Headquarters to enable us to carry out our tasks as both cadets and leaders.

‘While in leadership at the corps and learning “on the job”, time was allowed during the week for our college studies. This was added to with various times at the college and summer schools.

‘After two years we completed our studies and were commissioned with the Ambassadors of Grace Session in 2001 and appointed to Skewen Corps. This was followed by appointments to Morriston and Tenby. It has been a privilege to serve the Lord as officers in The Salvation Army.’
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Prayer
· Do you know how your officer(s) came to be serving God through The Salvation Army? If not, make an appointment to meet up and ask them to tell their story. 
· Be inspired by the way God is working through the lives of those serving God in this way – and pray that others will respond to the call.
· Thank God for the influence of Gorseinon Corps. Pray for its continuing ministry.    
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Praying for property projects
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Psalm 126.4 
‘Lord, please bless us like before. That will be like streams of water that return to the desert.’

	Tell
the
Story






	
1999
The Salvationist of 13 March 1999 included a report by Trevor Saunders:

‘Chief Secretary Colonel Ray Houghton opened the newly refurbished hall at Cardiff Canton in the presence of the Deputy Lord Mayor of Cardiff, Councillor Harry Herbert. Colonels Ray and Judith Houghton were special guests for the weekend, supported by Majors David (Divisional Commander) and Valerie Jones.

‘At the opening ceremony the key to the hall was given to the colonel by architect Martin Sparnon. After unveiling a commemorative plaque Colonel Houghton unlocked the doors. Members of the corps provided a buffet tea for guests then it was back to the new-look hall for a festival of thanksgiving.

‘During the festival section flags were rededicated. The songsters sang ‘On Holy Ground’ and everybody joined in reading the corps mission statement: “Cardiff Canton Corps of The Salvation Army is dedicated to an ongoing work of bringing people to know the love of God, meeting need where it arises and offering friendship in the name of Christ to all.”

‘The choir from the nearby Wesley Church sang ‘No Matter What’ at the festival, marking the fact that corps members united with the church for services during the refurbishment period. Captain Robert Peppiatt (CO) thanked everybody involved with the refurbishment.’ 

The corps history book stated: ‘The cost is about £315,000 of which we'll have to raise a mortgage of £150,000. We received grants from various sources of £52,000, but the corps has worked hard to raise a lot of money, the shop being a good source of income.’
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Prayer
· Thank God for all those who support the Army’s property projects, through fundraising, designing and building.      
· Pray that corps across the division would make the best use of their buildings as they share the gospel and serve their communities
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Praying for the Dyma Gariad celebrations


	[image: Image result for clip art bible ]
	
Psalm 127.1 
‘The Lord must build your house. If not, the work of the builders is useless.’


	Tell
the
Story






	
2000
Majors Andy and Gwen Cox remember two special occasions marking the millennium:

‘In 2000 a millennium musical was produced by Graham Kendrick, entitled Hopes and Dreams. This was put on by the division in the theatre in Port Talbot.

‘The Army staged a weekend event at St Fagan’s National Museum of History in Cardiff. Buildings are transported from around Wales (eg shops, houses, schools, chapels, a workmen’s institute) and rebuilt at this open-air museum. The weekend programme involved bands, songsters and singing companies. Preaching took place in the chapel and the school was used for classes. One main feature was in the workmen’s institute where a display of tapestries was exhibited. These had been made by Home and Family groups from corps in the division and showed life in the towns they came from.’ *

Commissioners Mike and Joan Parker, who were the divisional leaders at the time, give more information about the St Fagan’s event:  

‘It was a wonderful and great opportunity that we were able to secure this venue for a celebration of The Salvation Army in Wales. Local dignitaries attended, including a news presenter from BBC Wales – Sian Lloyd – who opened the event. Many Salvationists attended but the museum was still open to the public, giving the division a unique opportunity to display its work and ministry and to share the gospel. 

‘As well as featuring Salvation Army music, youth work, community work and social programmes, some of the venues on the site were used in a new way. For instance, a rebuilt old chapel was used as a preaching venue for a look-a-like William Booth. Re-enactment of other historical events included singing from the “Hallelujah Lasses” and the story of the teenage evangelist Kate Shepherd, who was only 17 when she and other young women were sent to the Rhondda Valley by General William Booth.’*
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· As we continue to celebrate under the banner of Dyma Gariad in this our 150th year in Wales, pray that our hopes and dreams will be realised in the days ahead.
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Praying for all faith communities in Wales
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Psalm 128:1 and 2 
‘If people respect the Lord and they obey his commands, God has blessed them!... You will have everything that you need. You will be happy!’ 


	Tell
the
Story






	
2001
Here are some extracts from ‘The North Wales Evangel: An Evangelical Report from the Mountainside and Valleys of North Wales’ by Majors Arthur and Audrey Brown held in the archives of the Army’s International Heritage Centre (the month is not recorded):

Wednesday 15th, 2001 
‘This evening over 50 people gathered in the Scout Hall when we went to Holyhead to share in the enrolment of Myra Scrivener, the ceremony being conducted by Major Mel Jones. I held the Army colours. Myra is the first Salvation Army soldier to be enrolled in Holyhead for well over 20 years! The Scout Hall stands in Carreg Domas (Thomas’s Stone of the Rock). The place has changed very little since we arrived in Holyhead as newly married lieutenants 44 years ago, except what was a rough-paved street that was closed at one end, is now a tarmac roadway, and our “temporary” hall, which they said would not last, is still there … now being used as a launderette. The Scout Hall is currently rented for Sunday and week-night Salvation Army meetings under the enthusiastic and able leadership of Corps Sergeant-Major and Mrs Bert Quick.’*

Sunday 26th, 2001
‘This morning, I was at Caernarfon Castle Square Presbyterian Church… At night we both went to Rhyl Corps where we took the Salvation Meeting – it is always a thrill to take an Army meeting with band and songsters taking part – and the chance to sing ‘Jesus at the door stands knocking’ to the Welsh tune ‘Caersalem’ played by an Army band!’*
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Pray for those times when there are gatherings together with other faith communities in your area.
· Praise God for our brothers and sisters in Christ and ask him to help us to learn from each other. 
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Praying for Newtown and mid Wales
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Psalm 129:1 and 2 
‘Since I was young, my enemies have often attacked me. Israel’s people now answer:
“They have often attacked me since I was young, but they have not won against me.”’ 


	Tell
the
Story






	
2002
Territorial Envoy Sam Jones shares her testimony:

‘In 2002 I was appointed as a new lieutenant to Newtown. I was not a newly commissioned officer, but in a newly created role for people like myself – people who felt called to spiritual leadership but who had a husband or wife who didn’t feel called. It was only a three-year position. But how did this come to be? *

‘I had a beautiful baby girl in 1996 later I took her along to our local toddlers’ group held in a nearby church. Neither my husband nor I were churchgoers; in fact, I was pretty sworn off the church following some challenging situations during my teenage years. However, all our local toddlers’ groups were run by churches ... and here I met other parents, in particular a young couple with two children who told me they were Christians, in fact they were Salvation Army officers. 

‘I didn't know what The Salvation Army was, much less what they meant when they said they were officers, but still, they were OK as people and we became friendly. They were open and honest about Christianity not all being plain sailing and they didn’t pretend that faith in God gave you a magic wand that suddenly made life perfect. I appreciated this in them. 

‘So, when two flyers for an Alpha course came through my door and one of the courses was run by this couple, their invite was the one I accepted. Nothing about the way this course was run was perfect. It was held in a nearby community hall, which was far too big for the two or three of us who turned up, me bringing my two infants. The second week there were two of us and the third week we were invited to go to the officers’ home to take part in the course. But God didn’t need it to be perfect to work through the people who looked after my toddler and baby, or the people who answered my never ending questions or helped me to understand that God is God despite the way he is sometimes represented by well-meaning believers who carry their own scars and baggage. *

‘By the last week of the Alpha course I knew I was a Christian; I was all in. My poor husband wasn’t sure at all that he liked this! For some time he was unwilling about me going to church and to taking the children. However, friendships grew with others in the church and this began to change. Obviously, my life didn’t change overnight so sometimes I would come to church still hungover from the night before. But I was loved, supported and, most important, discipled both on a one-to-one basis and in small groups. *

‘As I was arriving at Newtown Salvation Army, in the background it was changing to a cell church. I went to conferences about cell church; as a couple, my husband and I went to the Army’s worship and teaching weekend (Roots) with the church but I really had little or no experience of other Salvation Army churches. My faith, however, was growing and my love for Jesus was passionate, and all the while I was well supported by this tiny church that met weekly in people’s homes and monthly in a local school for a bigger celebration. We potty-trained toddlers together, had vast quantities of tea and toast, met other parents and tried to convince them that they needed Jesus in their lives. I even told my customers in the hair salon how good God was and how he was changing my life! 

‘Then around 2000, I was taken to a divisional meeting, a very strange affair. I didn’t understand much of it, but there was one item that caught my attention. A new role had been created by the territorial commander in which people could offer to be a non-commissioned leader for three years, even if they were married and their spouse was employed elsewhere. As I walked home that night, I went under a bridge and I had a moment of clearness. I wanted to spend my whole life telling everybody about Jesus. I felt called to do this as a way of life. *

‘I was invited to go to a Design for Life course to explore my calling, and I was convinced that I would be one of these new-style lieutenants then I would go on to be an officer. It wasn’t the way things were done and it wasn’t the way lieutenancy was intended to work. However, there were wise people around me, and at divisional headquarters, who listened, encouraged and found ways to make things work, even when things were difficult. In fact, I was employed in 2001 because I was unable to find a way to go to the training college for the two weeks’ training as I now had three small children. To facilitate my being able to lead the church, I was made an employee so that I could be paid. How incredible was that?

‘I felt so loved and supported in every way, people bent over backwards to find ways to allow me to become a spiritual leader; they were creative and open minded, they explored options until finally, in 2002, I was appointed to Newtown Corps and I thank God for that opportunity (unless we’re doing audits or doing budgets!). Seriously, there are a lot of aspects of corps leadership I’d rather not do, but the reward is being able to share Jesus with others and I reckon it’s worth it.’ *
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Thank God for Sam’s story and her continued work in Newtown and the surrounding districts, sharing Jesus with others.
· Pray that other would respond to God’s call to spiritual leadership, in whatever form that takes.   
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Praying for the daily ministry of supported accommodation
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Psalm 130.5 
‘I will wait for the Lord to help me. I trust him completely. So I wait for him to do what he has promised.’ 

	Tell
the
Story






	
2003
The Salvationist of 28 June 2003 reported on a visit by the Prince of Wales to Tŷ Gobaith:

‘“Thank goodness for places like this,” remarked the Prince of Wales to a resident of the Army’s Tŷ Gobaith Centre, Cardiff, which the heir to the throne visited following its £2.3 million refurbishment… 

Following his welcome, the Prince was led into the dining room to chat  with present and former residents. Anthony Quigley told Prince Charles about the support he receives at Tŷ Gobaith, and his belief that the rooms and food have improved since the refurbishment work. Greg Prince explained that he was sent to the centre by the local employment agency and arrived there in April, admitting he was “desperate” and had nowhere else to go. “I’m glad I came here as I got a place straight away,” he said.*

‘Before leaving the dining room, the Prince spoke with some of the centre’s kitchen staff and, before leaving, signed the visitors’ book…

‘Nick Redmore (DHQ) said that Tŷ Gobaith – which first opened 65 years ago – is a dedicated project giving “all round support to individuals, enabling them to get back on their feet and lead independent lives again”. As part of the centre’s help to find a new home, seven bedsits have been provided. Five more are currently being built.’
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· The daily ministry of supported accommodation consumes our prayers today. Pray for the staff as they help and support those who are struggling with life, to the extent of them being homeless.
· Pray for the chaplaincy team, which seeks to bring faith awareness and Christian understanding to those who are in social centres and supported housing projects.
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Praying for new spiritual awakenings
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Psalm 131:1 and 2 
‘Lord, I am not proud. I do not think that I am a great person. I do not try to do great things. I do not worry about things that are too hard for me to understand. Instead, I am quiet and there is peace in my mind.’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2004
This year saw the centenary of the 1904 Welsh Revival. In 2004 Kevin Adams and Emyr Jones, wrote:

‘The Wales of then is not the Wales of now, things have changed and not just the fashions, but society itself. The Christian influence of chapel and church is now something which is on the edge of Welsh culture – so different from its position in the years immediately before the revival of 1904 when it seemed so central with its popular preaching services and its numerous well-attended mid-week meetings.’*
(A Pictorial History of Revival)

Despite the challenges a century on from the great revival God was still changing lives in 2004, as this article, ‘New Age for Ange’, from the 2024 bilingual War Cry illustrates:

‘As drug-dealing new age travellers and long-term addicts, Ange Sampson and her partner lived a traveling lifestyle. In their early 40s they trucked across Wales selling the Big Issue. Then, while in a car park in Aberystwyth, an unexpected meeting changed Ange’s life. *

‘A tattooed woman in boots and dreadlocks drove up in an ancient Land Rover and came over to our truck,’ she recalls. ‘I chatted to her, and Jan began dropping by every few days for a cup of tea and a chat.’

‘At that time, Ange couldn’t find anywhere to park her truck for the winter. Her new friend offered her back garden as a parking bay. When Ange popped by her friend’s home, she was shocked to see crosses on the walls. “I felt as if I was melting, like the Wicked Witch of the West,” she jokes, “because I was an occult practitioner. I read runes, tarot and crystals. My involvement in occult practices kept me deep in making poor choices, especially with my addictions. Seeing all these crosses, I was like, ‘Help!’”

‘Jan explained who Jesus was and invited Ange along to her Salvation Army church on Sunday. “I went to the meetings often drunk, weeping and in a terrible mess,” says Ange. “Yet people made me feel welcome.”

‘After eventually escaping her abusive partner, she contacted Jan, who offered her camper van as a place of refuge.
‘The following morning, Ange went with Jan to a breakfast church meeting at the Bay Hotel in Aberystwyth. That day – 18 August 2004 – would become a special date in Ange’s life. After eating breakfast, the group sang a few hymns. Suddenly, two women started speaking in tongues, which Christians believe is a spiritual language sometimes used to communicate with God.*

‘Ange says, “When I clocked that, I became ultra-afraid and thought, ‘What fruitcakes!’ The hairs on my arms stood up. My neck went tight and weird. I was going into fight or flight mode. I went to get my bag which was two feet in front of me on the floor. I started to sweat and shake. The minister asked: ‘Has anyone here not been baptised in the Holy Spirit?’ I put my hand up. I said to myself: ‘What are you doing, you mad thing?’ Then I put my other hand up.”

‘The minister invited those who wanted a relationship with God to walk towards her. Ange was determined to leave the room, but she couldn’t. In her rage, she heard a calm voice saying: “Whatever it takes.” Accepting her inability to leave, she walked towards the minister.

‘“She prayed for me, and I hit the deck like a sack of potatoes,” Ange says. “When I got up, I was different. My rage was gone, and I began to pray in tongues. It bubbled out like a bird singing. I felt like I was born to praise God. After the meeting, I went out for a cigarette, but that was the only addiction left – I had no desire to drink or take other substances because straightaway what I had encountered felt better than all of them put together. I had no withdrawal symptoms. God delivered me from that. The cigarette habit was something I worked on later.”

… ‘Two decades on from finding faith, Ange reflects on the truth that changed her life and helped her through her greatest challenges. She says, “God loves me unconditionally, wants a relationship with me and knows me from the inside out.”’
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· A reminder of the 1904 revival starts our prayer thoughts for today. Thank God for that revival. 
· A hundred years later God was still changing lives and does so today. Rejoice by praying for those you know who have a story of a changed life. Thank God also for the way in which he has changed your life.
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The blessing of those working in prisons
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Psalm 132:16
‘The people who serve God faithfully will shout loudly, because they are so happy.’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2005
Bruce (not his real name) had always been a handful. However, his rough and tumble ways as a boy turned into uncontrollable aggression as a teenager, resulting in a lot of trouble with the police. Even though he was familiar with getting into trouble, he was upset when the judge gave him a long sentance in a Welsh prison.
On arrival, a range of professionals, including a Salvation Army chaplain, interviewed him. The chaplain spoke kindly and softly to Bruce, recognising his inward upset at being locked up for such a long time. After several interviews, trust was built up. This allowed them to explore as to why he was repeatedly getting into trouble due to his temper and aggression. Eventually, Bruce realised that it had all started when he found out that he was adopted and his inability to understand his feelings about this fact. *

In the days leading up to his first Christmas being in prison, The Salvation Army band came to play at the prison’s carol service. Bruce had attended the Sunday chapel services but this was different. He had been asked to read the Christmas story in the service. With the help of the chaplain, he practised and practised. He did well on the night, despite his nerves. Afterwards, Bruce received many positive comments about his contribution to the service. This helped his self-esteem, something he had never experienced before.

Bruce struggled with being locked up in a cell, that is, until the chaplain suggested that he did some basic study, via The Salvation Army’s external study courses. Yet again, Bruce excelled at applying himself to the courses and enjoyed the conversations they created. *

A important moment occurred when Bruce asked how he could find his birth mother. The Salvation Army Family Tracing Department was contacted, forms were completed and… a successful outcome resulted.*

It was a beautiful afternoon as Bruce waited patiently in the Prison Chapel. The chaplain accompanied his birth mother through the prison to be reunited with him – the son that she had not seen or heard of since he was just a few weeks old. The hurt and heartache of the years melted away as they embraced. Despite the surroundings, there was ‘bright hope for tomorrow’ because of the reunion.

Not long after, Bruce was relocated to another prison, this time with a determination to change. God, through The Salvation Army, was helping Bruce rewrite his story.
Salvation Army Prison Chaplain
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Pray for all those whose lives have been rewritten by their encounters with prison chaplains. 
· Pray today for Christians working in prisons, that their ministry will be received as trust builds with those in prison. 
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The blessing of Scouts and Guides in corps and communities
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Psalm 133.1 
‘It is good for a family of God’s people to live together in peace. Yes! It brings great pleasure!’ 


	Tell
the
Story






	
2006
In 2006, Tom Jones was knighted by Queen Elizabeth II for services to music. Forty years earlier, in 1966, Sir Tom had a number one hit with ‘Green, green grass of home’, the story of a man waking up in prison on the day of his execution. 

Sir Tom came to a Salvation Army funeral in Gilfach Goch. Major Doreen Jones – originally from Pyle and Kenfig Hill Corps – ran the corps for many years in retirement. She told me that one day she conducted a house funeral, with Sir Tom present as one of the mourners. He came because he had gone to school with the man. During the service, Doreen had to tell one of her soldiers, who was talking, to be quiet and show respect. Afterwards, Sir Tom said to Doreen, ‘Major, I’m very impressed with the way you control your troops!’ 
[Email from David Wise]

HONOUR FOR GUIDES

The first youth civic award to be presented at the Milford Haven Founder’s Day ceremonial went to Hakin 1st Guides for their work to bring Christmas gifts and food to needy families over the last 15 years.

Each year, Guides sort and wrap gifts donated through the “This Morning” programme  “Pass the Parcel” appeal. They also shop and put together food parcels which are given out with the gifts by The Salvation Army.*

Guide leader Wendy Barnett said 66 families were helped in this way last Christmas, and the Guides are looking forward to serving the community in this way for many years to come.
Newspaper cuttings in Tenby Corps History Book: 2006
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Prayer
· Pray for those who are leading Scouts and Guides in this particular ministry to young people. Thank God for the leaders’ commitment and for the young people who come under their influence. Praise God for the ways in which they serve their local communities
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For those experiencing homelessness and those journeying with them 
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Psalm 134:1 and 2 
‘Listen, all you servants of the Lord, come and praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, all you who serve him in his temple during the night. Lift up your hands towards his Holy Place, and praise him.’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2007
Lieut-Colonel Sandra Moran writes:

‘During our time at South Wales Divisional Headquarters (2003-2012) we had a lot of involvement with the Army’s work among those experiencing homelessness. The hostel Tŷ Gobaith, Cardiff was well established and had a good reputation with the Welsh Government and the public. *

‘Peter and I spent happy times with the men and women during some of the social events that were arranged for them – for example, presenting certificates for their educational achievements and watching the pantomimes they put on. We also had the privilege of leading worship at Tŷ Gobaith and were delighted, and sometimes challenged, by their enthusiastic approach. 

‘There was also an outreach centre – Crichton House – and one of their highlights was when they launched their Purple Bus ministry. An old-ish bus was bought and refurbished to become a mobile support to the homeless: a place where they could come for food, advice, shelter, acceptance and support. It was such a good idea and the bus was further refurbished in 2011. At the opening ceremony, Peter was invited to inspect it. He jumped into the driver’s seat with a big smile on his face. I’m not sure how someone caught this on camera, but the photo certainly made the rounds over the following weeks!’ 
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Homelessness becomes a struggle for people, and they don’t know what will happen next. Pray for those who support and journey with people who find themselves struggling without a permanent home
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Praying for ministry with children and families
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Psalm 135.3 
‘The Lord is good, so praise him! His name is good and great, so praise him with songs!’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2008
FOOTPRINTS IN THE SAND, RHOSLLANERCHRUGOG
Sixteen children attended the holiday club themed: Footprints. During the week they learnt worship songs, participated in games, and chose ‘We Are ‘The Kingdom’s Kids’ as their theme song. They also wrote prayers which they placed on a collage depicting footprints in the sand.
The week had a big spiritual impact on the children, and this has been reflected in their attendance and participation in Sunday meetings.
[Salvationist September 13th, 2008, p.16]

The Miners’ Institute in Rhosllanerchrugog has held Salvationist musicians on many occasions. Many, many years ago, the writer – as a member of the WREXHAM Salvation Army Band – attended a rehearsal at the Institute with the Rhos Male Voice Choir. Band and choir were combining in a concert later in the month. Entering the cigarette-smoke-filled rehearsal room, I struggled to breathe, but the choir sang like angels. Many years later, the larger-than-life Paul Johnson – corps officer of Rhosllanerchrugog together with his wife Julie – sold the War Cry in the Institute. His musical ability, quiet confidence and down-to-earth faith were evident as on more than one occasion he testified by singing Christian songs in the ‘home’ of the world-famous choir. *
[Melvyn Jones]

Swansea-born cyclist Nicole Cooke won gold in the 2008 Beijing Olympics road race. She was the first British female cyclist to win an Olympic gold medal in any cycling discipline. She was also the first cyclist, male or female, of any nation, to become the road race World Champion and Olympic gold medallist in the same year.
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Ministry with children and families are our focus today. We often think about those people who are important to our Christian faith in the early years. Thank God for them. 
· Now pray for those who do that work today. Pray for the ministry that goes on with children and families, however that happens
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Thanks for local leaders and volunteers
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Psalm 136:25 and 26 
‘So thank the Lord! His faithful love will always continue. Yes, thank the God of heaven! His faithful love will always continue.’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2009
‘Songster Gwyn Thomas, Swansea, was a born storyteller, his favourite being that of his walk with God. He lived out his story, radiating his faith. A widower, he was introduced to the Army by Glenys, whom he later married. 

‘After becoming a soldier, he was totally involved in the corps programme, using his gifts as welcome sergeant, in the luncheon club, the Friendly Circle, the charity shop, the songsters and the soup-run.
Gwyn was an encourager.’ *
[ Salvationist March 21, 2009]

Wrexham
A charity concert held at St Giles parish church to celebrate St David’s Day featured Charlie Green (vocal, Droitwich), Acton Park Junior School and Yale College Choir and the band and songsters. Proceeds of £750 were shared between Street Pastors and the Corps’s Ark community centre.
[Salvationist March 28, 2009]
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Who are the encouragers that you know? Pray for them. 
· Pray for all the volunteers and leaders in your own situation. If there are some that particularly come to mind pray over them now.
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The blessing of Carmarthen
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Psalm 137.1 
‘When we sat down beside the rivers in Babylon, we were very upset. We thought about Zion city that we had left behind, and we wept.’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2010
Corps officer Lieutenant Jamie Jones writes:

‘Starting it as an outreach from Ammanford Corps, Majors Martyn and Denise Clements started the work in Carmarthen in 1997 and it was officially recognised as a corps in 2000. In 2010, Salvationist celebrated the welcome given to four adherents and six junior soldiers, and the story is still being told, as we hear in January 2024:*

‘Since the pandemic, God has really been working in Carmarthen Corps. From church, community, charity shop and coffee shop we have been truly blessed in seeing our fellowship multiply to an average of 30 each Sunday. After we had prayed for many years, God provided a worship group and leader, faithful Christians and families who have come together to love, live and serve God in our community of Carmarthen. *

‘This year has also seen the first group of barista (coffee) trainees qualify on our new training programme designed to bridge a gap between unemployment and employment. Networking with the Job Centre and Employment Plus this has given a helping hand to those who are looking for new skills. 

‘As we continue to listen to God’s calling for each and every one of us, we are excited to see how God will continue to use the corps ministry in the future.’ *
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Praise God for all that he has done through the lives of those committed to the growth of Christian community in Carmarthen. 
· Please pray for the worship group as they encourage the praise of God when they gather together to hear God’s word.
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The blessing of the spiritual life of the people of Wales and the UK
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Psalm 138.8 
‘The Lord stands with me to do what he has promised. Yes, Lord, your faithful love will always continue. You have made us who we are, so do not leave us now!’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2011
In the United Kingdom, a census (an official count of the population) usually takes place every ten years. Following the 2021 census, The Guardian newspaper compared the results on questions of religion with those of 2011:

‘The number of people identifying as Christian dropped by 5.5 million in the past decade. While all the other major religions witnessed increased numbers, the deficit in those identifying as Christians was comfortably surpassed by the increase of 8.5 million who stated no religion, rising to 22.2 million. That’s more than a third of the population of England and Wales, up from a quarter just a decade ago. Almost all local authorities have registered an increase in the proportion of those stating no religion, with more than half of the population of 10 councils saying they are not religious.

‘Although small – 0.6% of the population in England and Wales – the number of people in the ‘other religion’ category (a religion other than Christian, Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim or Sikh) grew by more than 100,000 in the decade between the last two census cycles. The most common of these is paganism with close to 74,000 adherents in England and Wales, including three of every 1,000 residents in Ceredigion, Cornwall, Somerset, Isle of Wight, Powys and Gwynedd.’

Commenting on these statistics, the Bishop of St Asaph, the Rt Rev Gregory Cameron said: ‘We have become a society where we can be more honest about faith, and societal expectations are, if anything, secular rather than religious, so to profess a faith is to stand out, rather than to blend in. These figures offer no surprises but remind us of the huge challenge for the church to be able to demonstrate to society why we still believe faith is life transforming.’

We are now in a world that, in some respects, reflects the world of the early Christian Church.

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· As you try to understand these figures , the reality is that you are now a minority in Wales, being a Christian. This is all the more reason to understand what being ‘salt and light’ in this generation means. Pray that the Holy Spirit will inspire you to tell someone about what being a Christian means to you. Do not hide your light, but let it shine. 
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The blessing of celebrations
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Psalm 139:23,24 
‘Please God, look deep inside me. See what is there in my thoughts. Show me if I am following any evil way. Lead me in the right way that has always been true.’


	Tell
the
Story






	
2012
Lieut-Colonel Sandra Moran writes:

‘General Linda Bond visited the South and Mid Wales Division in 2012. The division prepared well for her and an programme was organised to show different aspects of The Salvation Army in Wales. On Saturday, a full day of events was prepared in Williamstown and the people were so excited to be meeting with the General of The Salvation Army. 
‘She was very approachable and showed a keen interest in the people – Salvationists, neighbours and groups of energetic youths who wanted to know what was happening. They decided that the Army was an ‘OK’ organisation after all, and even came inside to join in some of the celebrations. 

‘Home and Family Groups demonstrated crafts and other activities. Salvationists were available to talk and answer any questions the public might have. A toddler group and children’s entertainment were provided. A Christian ‘magician’ also entertained, informed and challenged his audiences at various times during the day. Refreshments were available. 

‘In the evening, a big Celebration of Faith took place which included the Divisional Youth Choir and Band, lots of testimonies, soloists, Scripture and of course a medley of Welsh songs which encouraged the whole congregation in worship. The venue for the Sunday meetings was the theatre in Port Talbot.’ *
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Thank God for those times when we can gather to celebrate our faith. Together 24 is now a distant memory but what a joy it was to gather in such great numbers with so many other Salvationists. Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
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For communities affected by pit disasters and pit closures


	[image: Image result for clip art bible ]
	
Psalm 140.7 
‘Lord, my Lord, you are my strong helper. You keep me safe when I fight in a battle.’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2013
LETTERS (THE SALVATIONIST)

Pit Disaster Centenary
I grew up and still live in a former mining community not very far from SENGHENYDD. The centenary ( 100 years) of the worst loss of life in any mining disaster in Great Britain was remembered on 14th October.

When a spark lit gases underground at the Universal colliery, Senghenydd, 439 miners and one rescuer lost their lives.

I worked as the communications officer at Big Pit National Coal Museum for 11 years and I was especially interested in how sensitively the anniversary was marked.*

The BBC published on its website a series of images from a collection at the National Library of Wales. A professional photographer went to Senghenydd within hours of the disaster and documented the result. The last picture on the website is of the funeral of Colour Sergeant E. Gilbert, with the caption ‘Salvationist pitman’s coffin’. I know that there is a memorial in the hall at Senghenydd, but I never looked very closely at it. Some readers may know more.

Kathryn Stowers
Merthyr Tydfil
[Salvationist, November 2, 2013]

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· This is a heat-breaking reminder of the many disasters that occurred in the coal mines around Wales. Families still talk about their relatives and friends affected by such tragedies. Pray today for those communities still affected by these events in their history, as they still leave their mark on lives today.
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The blessing of the Welsh national shows (Eisteddfod, Royal Welsh)
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Psalm 141.2 
‘I offer my prayer to you like incense. Please accept it when I raise my hands to you. Accept it like a gift that I offer to you in the evening.’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2014
The Salvation Army joined the festivities at the National Eisteddfod, a week-long Welsh-language festival, to celebrate 140 years of service in Wales.

The exhibition remembered the work of the country’s first corps in Cardiff and celebrated the progress that has been made since.

Divisional Commander Derek Jones said, ‘We’re delighted to be part of the National Eisteddfod, and this will be a fantastic opportunity to celebrate our work in Wales.’

Welsh Language Outreach Worker the Rev Roger Thomas said the Army’s presence at the festival demonstrated that the Army was at the heart of the Welsh language culture.
[Salvationist, August 23, 2014]
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Prayer
· Celebrate those years when The Salvation Army has had a presence at these National Events. 
· Pray that we will continue to take every opportunity given to us to be represented at these festivals of Welsh life.
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The blessing of the international Salvation Army
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Psalm 142.5 
‘Yes Lord, I am calling to you to help me. You are my safe place where I can hide. You are all that I need in this world where I live.’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2015
VISIT OF THE INTERNATIONAL STAFF SONGSTERS TO CWM: 14th and 15th February 2015

The visit of the ISS to CWM was ground-breaking in that this was a visit shared by Cwm and the neighbouring valley corps of Abertillery. It was consistent with the idea of the Staff Songsters to extend their ministry to smaller corps.

Just days before the arrival of the songsters, comrades from both corps had met in prayer and finished their devotions by claiming the promise ‘… over the hills and the valleys, sounds of abundance of rain’. The prayer was answered magnificently – not literally, thankfully – but spiritually, through the great blessings to over five hundred people who gathered in the various venues to hear the songsters.*

Ebbw Vale’s magnificent Christchurch was packed for Saturday night’s Festival of Praise and the brigade’s first offering of ‘Introit’ from Psalm 24 was perfect for both time and place. Their final song in the Sunday afternoon festival in Abertillery’s packed hall was ‘God, we will give you glory’ and that just about summed up this beautiful weekend of worship and praise. Both festivals gave the songsters the opportunity to demonstrate their skills and technical ability , and their carefully selected programme included pieces which were bang up to date, as well as much-loved classics like ‘Grant us Thy Peace’ and ‘Remember Me’. Solo items presented by Songsters Rachel Gray, Rob Moye, Gemma Hinchliffe and the unique Richard Phillips brought great joy and blessing. *

The songsters divided on Sunday morning with half of the brigade leading worship at Cwm and the other half doing the same at Abertillery. Much blessing was enjoyed in the meeting at Abertillery where Lt. Col. George Pilkington challenged the congregation to learn from Matthew’s immediate response to Jesus’ call, and at Cwm where Songster Cliff Matthews reminded us to lay the burdens that would burden us right at the feet of Jesus.*

The leadership of Songster Leader Dorothy Nancekievill throughout the weekend was, as always,faultless , not only in her musical direction of this remarkable brigade, but also in the comfortable relationship she made with audiences and congregations. Col. Pilkington brought his own brand of humour and challenge in his sensitive leadership of both festivals.*

Abertillery and Cwm’s musical sections united on Sunday afternoon. The united bands played the much-appreciated ‘Land of Song’ and the united songsters sang ‘Under His Wings’. A highlight for the home brigades was, of course, to join with the ISS for the lively ‘Singing in the Heavenly Choir’.
This was a weekend long anticipated and much prayed for. Comrades and friends from the two host corps will carry the blessings for a long time and are grateful to the ISS for their willingness to come and minister to these smaller expressions of the Army.
[Cwm Corps History Book: 14th & 15th February 2015]

TENBY SALVATION ARMY
Marie Moreton writes:

‘This article [in the Tenby Observer] is an interview I did with Les and Rosemary Moreton when they came back from Boundless. In it they share their experiences and what the title ‘Boundless’ means to them. They came back from London so excited and full of the Boundless experience. Their excitement is catching as we are all looking forward to the celebrations we are going to be having here in Tenby Corps, celebrating 150 years of The Salvation Army and our corps anniversary.’

Tenby Observer  article 
There are countries where expressions of Salvation Army work can only be provided by charitable care, but this is done in the name of Jesus Christ even though the name cannot be preached.*

‘For me, then, the “Boundless” idea had no limits in the message, worship, fellowship and development of greater understanding of my comrades overseas. This is illustrated by the story of my Pembrokeshire flag. Taking it to London, and getting into conversation with a group of people passing by, this flag is now making its way to Patagonia for their 200 years’ celebration, via Belgium and Argentina, to be carried by a Salvationist, who is Argentinian, working in Brussels, then to be presented to a Salvation Army officer by the name of Williams whom I have never met! This is “Boundless”!’

Les and Rosemary are still excited and full and overflowing with the ‘Boundless experience’. Their excitement is catching, as we too are excited about playing our part in the 150 years celebrations by holding an exhibition on Saturday and then celebrating our corps anniversary on Sunday. Come and celebrate with us.
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Prayer
· Thank God for the encouragement to smaller corps when the International Staff Songsters and/or the International Staff Band visit their communities.
· Praise God that we are an international Salvation Army and how those connections draw us together as one.
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For the blessing of Penarth
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Psalm 143.10 
‘Teach me to do what pleases you, because you are my God. Let your kind Spirit lead me, so that I can walk in a safe place.’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2016
Originally from South Africa, Roelof and Tanyia have lived in Wales for the past nine years with their sons Allan and Gareth. In 2004 they became adherent members at Krugersdorp Corps (Southern Africa) and, after a move to the UK in 2007, were enrolled as soldiers at Penarth where, supported and encouraged by the corps, their spiritual lives developed. 

Although Roelof had felt called before, it was at a ‘Design for Life’ weekend in 2015 that he answered God’s call, along with Tanyia, who worked as a community development manager at Cardiff East. They believe that the education and environment at WBC [William Booth College] are designed to help spiritual health and will help them grow closer to God, by encouraging devotion to him and preparing and equipping them for future ministry.*
[Salvationist, September 24, 2016]
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Pray for Penarth Corps, in this case a stepping stone for soldiers to become officers. Has your location been a stepping stone for some to go on to be officers? 
· Celebrate being that firm foundation for others to use in their leadership story. 














	Story 144
	Dyma Gariad 150 Stories

	8
November

	
The blessings of Crichton House
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Psalm 144.1 
‘Lord, I praise you! You are my strong Rock! You teach me how to fight well. You show me how to use my weapons.’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2017
Prior to 2017, Crichton House Outreach Services in Cardiff was made up of three small services:
1.) Floating Support, which supports vulnerable adults and families in their homes who are at risk of becoming homeless.
2.) The Bus Project, which drove to a set location every evening to support rough sleepers with food, advice and referrals to emergency accommodation.
3.) Gateway, which supported rough sleepers from outside of the Cardiff Local Authority, who were often fleeing violence.

In 2017, the Floating Support Team were delighted to win a seven-year contract to provide support and expand the number of people we were able to help. Shortly after, Crichton House was also the home to the new Housing First Team, which supports long established rough sleepers into a home of their own and provides life-long intensive support to allow them to keep their tenancies. Crichton House started with nine support workers and is now home to 30 of us, who all work out in the community to provide outreach support to over 2,000 people a year.
[Source: Natasha Alexander via Wales DHQ]

HMP Berwyn, Wrexham opened in 2017 and is the only prison in North Wales. It houses 2,000 men and was the second biggest prison in Europe at the time. The Salvation Army Prison Ministries Unit offered to be part of the chaplaincy team and so a Salvation Army chaplain has been in post since February 2018. The work is diverse, with about 300 men attending for varying services/studies, plus those who are contacted when bereaved and those who are at risk of suicide/self-harm. Pastoral support is also offered, regardless of their faith or belief.
The chaplain has been privileged to hold an Alpha and Living with Loss, to lead some Sunday services, to visit approved premises and work jointly with corps and the nearby veterans’ hostel, journeying with men through possibly the most difficult days of their lives. *

Chaplaincy brings a sense of hope, guidance and encouragement, helping men connect and reconnect with faith daily and ask the bigger questions of life. 
[Salvation Army Prison Chaplain]

*paraphrase
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	· 
Prayer
· Pray for the outreach work from Crichton House, supporting vulnerable adults and families.
· Pray for the staff team in this challenging environment.
· Pray for the support they give to entrenched rough sleepers moving from the street to a home of their own.
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For the blessing of Ty Dewr, Wrexham and Housing First Merthyr Tydfil
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Psalm 145.6 
‘Famous are the powerful things that you have done. People will talk about them. I also will speak about the great things that you do.’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2018
Wrexham
Ian Lucas, MP, praised a project providing accommodation and support for veterans. The Salvation Army project at Ty Dewr (Brave House) provides accommodation for 12 veterans who are at risk of or experiencing homelessness. 

Mr. Lucas said, ‘The Salvation Army already has strong Wrexham links. During my visit we spoke about their specific work with veterans living there, as well as supporting people into future accommodation generally.’*
The Salvation Army believes that providing a bed alone cannot break the cycle of homelessness. People at Ty Dewr have access to a range of activities including growing food in an allotment, taking cooking lessons and going to fitness sessions. The focus is on life skills for moving forward into civilian life.

Service manager Gill Corps said, ‘We’ve been running Ty Dewr for eight months. We work with individuals to support them and, as a result, we’ve witnessed some wonderfully positive outcomes.’
[Salvationist, March 24, 2018]


Merthyr Tydfil Housing First
In 2018, The Salvation Army successfully tendered to deliver a Housing First Service in Merthyr Tydfil. We now support eight previously long – term rough sleepers in their homes. Merthyr Tydfil is a town with a close-knit community and it has been a journey to understand our place in that community and to help our clients to thrive. With persistence and time, we have been able to settle and operate a successful project that offers a unique solution for homeless people.

The members of Merthyr Tydfil Corps have been incredibly welcoming, providing year-round support, especially around the Christmas, Easter and Harvest celebrations. Merthyr Tydfil Corps has also enabled those being supported by Housing First to attend their coffee mornings and warm space provision. Cadet Paul Sass has also offered chaplaincy support directly to staff and clients in the project.
[Assistant Regional Manager Homeless Services]

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Housing First Merthyr Tydfil is supporting entrenched rough sleepers to find their place in society. Pray for the support they give to these vulnerable people.
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The blessing of Employment Services
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Psalm 146.1,2 
‘Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! I say to myself, “Praise the Lord!” I will praise the Lord through all my life. While I am alive, I will always sing to praise my God.’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2019 
Letter in Salvationist, March 9 2019:

‘I wish to convey my thanks to Morriston Band and Songsters, who once a month share their talents in the foyer of the local hospital; this is a great witness and gives patients and visitors great blessing.

‘I want to thank them especially for going the extra mile. My wife, Eileen, has been in hospital for some weeks, many miles from home, undergoing various procedures. A small party of musicians arrived at the ward, went into her single room to play and sing her favourite songs and then shared a prayer with her. This gave her great encouragement at a difficult time. Eileen is still in hospital.

‘I would also like to thank the retired officers of Swansea Corps for their visits and kindness to us – spiritual and practical.

Ray Hobbins, Major
Aberystwyth

Declan (not his real name) was referred to Paul Laybourn, Employment Development Co-ordinator for The Salvation Army’s Employment Plus, in 2019 by a work coach in a Jobcentre Plus in the Valleys for general support to find employment.

Declan, aged 29, was neurodiverse and had been sent to his fair share of Jobcentre programmes to help the unemployed. He found making eye contact or working closely within a group too much but had been pushed towards busy retail establishments in those programmes. This made meeting another provider a worrying prospect for Declan who, by his very nature, would worry about getting into trouble if he didn’t accept what he was being told to do.*

Paul met Declan and, after a quick assessment of Declan’s support needs, reassured him that at Employment Plus the person is placed first and any outcomes second, to ensure that when our clients move into employment it is the right job for them, their choice and, most of all, that the job is sustainable and not just an outcome for us. 

Paul wanted Declan to understand his neurodiversity and so referred him to a specialist autism organisation in the Rhondda who offered him advice and guidance to understand all the differing levels surrounding neurodiversity. They also helped Declan to feel proud of his unique skills and talents and helped him to identify certain employment roles where these would be an advantage.*

Despite living with his family, Declan was socially isolated and did not venture far from his Rhondda village. His main source of company was his pet, a Jack Russell dog. Paul and Declan would always start their meetings talking about his dog, which helped Declan to feel relaxed and this progressed to Declan bringing his dog to the job centre on a few occasions to meet Paul, which Paul enjoyed.

As we started exploring employment support for Declan, it became apparent his social isolation was a starting barrier. When completing an application one day, Declan was asked where his favourite holiday destination was. Declan innocently answered, ‘Pontypridd market’. Pontypridd is some four miles from his home. Paul then decided to help Declan to see more of the world beyond his village. 

As Declan had never been to Cardiff at all, Paul set about travel training with him, showing Declan how to catch a train firstly to Pontypridd and then later to Cardiff. The day was used to hand deliver his CV to employers that matched his interests. Many of these had a gaming or animation theme which Declan was a fan of. In doing this, not only did Declan’s independence grow, so did his social and communication skills and he discovered a whole new world of interests less than 20 miles from his village with people who shared the same hobbies as he did. Paul also took Declan to a Starbucks for the first time, which had been a long-time ambition of his. 

Eventually Declan felt more confident, and Paul found him a volunteering role at a charity shop near to home. Declan felt comfortable each week doing the same repetitive tasks sorting DVDs and books in alphabetical order, which was of great help to the shop manager.

In time Paul helped Declan to start applying for work, and, eventually, he was offered a job after completing an online Customer Service course where a real employer came in at the end to offer mock interviews but was so impressed with Declan, they chose to offer him work. Sadly, the role was too far away to be cost effective for Declan’s travel, but this boosted his confidence.
 
As we entered the pandemic of 2020 and went into lockdown, Paul maintained weekly meetings with Declan via Teams and we continued applying for work. He was offered his second job opportunity, which was another success, but as a family member was shielding Declan had to turn the work down.
During the height of the lockdowns, Paul also drew up walking routes on the local mountains for Declan to go with his dog to keep his mental health in order. Declan had never been walking in his local area, so he found a whole new world in the lovely Valleys around his home. 

Declan was later referred by the job centre to start an apprenticeship course as they were impressed by his transformation and new confidence. He started the course as a more confident, more independent and a more travelled person.
[Paul Laybourn, The Salvation Army Employment Services]


The Prison Ministries Unit had a vision to open a CAMEO community in Welsh prisons and in 2019 this became a reality. It took quite a few months to set up the physical space, a timetable of activities and to understand the way of life in prison, but eventually we were ready. Prisoners over the retirement age of 65 and those who are not able to work were invited to CAMEO sessions throughout the week. 

CAMEO is a safe and welcoming space for older prisoners to come each day. It has evolved wonderfully over the last four years and now sees prisoners taking pride in their CAMEO space and encouraging each other to take part in activities which include everything from jigsaws, games, art/craft, baking and seasonal projects to indoor bowls and curling and enjoying some outdoor space when the weather permits. 

Sometimes it can feel difficult to see the difference that we are making on a day-to-day basis. It’s easy to get caught up in the challenges of prison life that the men experience. Change is always difficult, with routine and ‘the expected’ being preferred by prisoners. However, the importance of focusing on building positive and trusting pastoral relationships with the men that attend CAMEO is something that they often reflect on as they feel that we have provided a safe and welcoming environment without judgment or expectations. 

My prayer for the future is that our CAMEO communities in Welsh prisons will continue to grow and evolve to meet the needs of older prisoners, and that God will be seen in our actions, conversations and speaking up for those that might not always have a voice. *
[Programme Co-ordinator, Prison Ministries Unit]

*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Pray that the patient and focused work of Employment Plus will continue to bear fruit. May those who engage with them have good outcomes.
· Pray for the CAMEO community currently helping older prisoners. Pray that the vision of expansion will be an answer to prayer. 
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For those affected by flooding
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	Psalm 147.7 
‘Offer a song to the Lord, to thank him for what he has done. Make music with a harp to praise our God.’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2020
On 15th February 2020, Storm Dennis hit the South Wales valleys. There was significant rainfall and problems with several drains in the Pentre area. This resulted in some of the streets behind PENTRE Corps being flooded in the early hours of Sunday 16th February. One of the local councillors was a member of Pentre Corps and asked for support from the corps folk on the Sunday afternoon. *Several corps members went to the hall and made sandwiches and filled flasks with hot water to make tea and coffee. They walked down to the streets with the refreshments and bottled water, as vehicles were unable to get to the affected areas.
In the days which followed, the corps hall became a centre for donations of clothes and household items to support those impacted by the floods. Corps folk continued visiting the streets with further refreshments and helped to clean up some of the houses. Further flooding occurred later that week, with additional streets being affected. This resulted in the divisional Salvation Army response vehicle coming up to Pentre to support the emergency services and the corps. 
[Donna Sass, Pentre Community Support Worker]]

Prior to the pandemic, the Crichton House Outreach Centre in Cardiff ran the Bus Project to support rough sleepers. A double-decker bus travelled to a fixed location at a set time five evenings a week providing food, drinks, advice and support and allocating emergency bed spaces for the night. Large crowds were always waiting for the bus to arrive and would congregate around and on the bus in a confined space, which was unsafe during the pandemic. We adapted and changed our way of working in March 2020 to provide continued support safely to our clients and started an Assertive Outreach Service where our Support Workers walked around the city centre, and drove to areas around the city, to engage with rough sleepers directly, meeting them where they were to provide food, drinks, advice and support. This adaptation of service also allowed staff to engage with those who typically preferred or needed to avoid the crowds of people at the Bus Project. It also allowed more time to talk to individuals one-to-one and allowed for more confidential conversations. This change enabled those who were rough sleeping and vulnerably housed to continue to receive necessary support safely during the pandemic. Post-pandemic, in 2023, the new Assertive Outreach Service is continuing to run and has expanded to seven evenings a week and has supported 1,300 rough sleepers in the past year.
[Natasha Alexander: Service Manager]      *paraphrase
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	Prayer
· Living among the hills and valleys of Wales does at times mean that there is flooding. Pray that where we are able, we will respond to help those affected by flooding.

· Pray today for the Assertive Outreach Service to rough sleepers in Cardiff.
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The blessing of Neath Fresh Expression and Core Recovery
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Psalm 148:12 and 13 
‘Praise him, young men and young women. Praise him, old men, as well as children. They should all praise the name of the Lord.’


	Tell
the
Story






	
2021
A soldier at Skewen Corps had a strong belief that there should be an outreach to those experiencing homelessness in Neath. Thus, a needs survey was undertaken, resulting in a once-a-week provision of food and clothing. Eighteen months later the then leader of the mission heard a distinct voice saying, ‘What on earth are you doing?’ Her eyes went from looking at those queuing for food to a shop that was called ‘Happy Homes’. It was felt that, instead of enabling people to continue in their terrible situations, there needed to be a pathway to completely changed lifestyles. *

After working with the local authority, police and other agencies, a building – that could be a holistic centre – was sought and found. The opening of the centre was delayed due to the pandemic, but in the meantime a mobile canteen went out every day to feed those in temporary accommodation.

On September 1st, 2021, The Haven welcomed its staff. On November 1st, 2021, it was opened to the public as a Fresh Expression and Core Recovery Centre where multi-agencies worked together. In addition, showering facilities, medical treatment and an accredited training programme started . After a few months there was acknowledgment from the Local Authority and Police Inspector that antisocial behaviour had declined, and that tenancy management had improved. 

We thank God for all that has been achieved and praise him for all that is to follow in lives finding Jesus as Saviour.
[Major Mary Wolfe]

A reorganisation of The Salvation Army took place in 2021 when, on 21 July, the Welsh corps from the Northwest England and North Wales Division amalgamated with the South amd Mid Wales Division to form the new Wales Division. 

A celebration event for the start of the new division was held at the Royal Welsh Showground, Builth Wells on 9 October 2021, led by Colonels Paul and Jenine Main (Chief Secretary and Territorial Secretary for Leader Development) with two new divisional flags – one Welsh and one English. Salvationists and friends from all over Wales gathered together for praise and worship in English and Welsh (and afternoon tea!).*

The worship included the reflection of the 40 Days of Prayer that had been held from July to October 2021 when we felt we heard the Lord say to Wales:

‘As my beloved people, seek after me with all your heart.
‘Live joyfully, love generously, be Jesus in your communities, and watch what I will do.’      
[Wales DHQ]
*paraphrase

	[image: Praying hands praying hand child prayer hands clip art image 6 8 ...]
	
Prayer
· Thank God for Neath Fresh Expression and Core Recovery Centre. 

· Praise God that The Salvation Army is serving Wales as one division. Pray for the leadership team of the division as they lead us into the commencement of what we hope will be another 150 years of telling others about Jesus and supporting vulnerable people in Wales. 
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The continued blessing of the five Cynefin communities 
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Psalm 149.5 
‘The people who belong to God should be very happy, because he has made them great. They should always sing with joy, even when they lie on their beds at night.’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2022
Building on the preparatory work done before Covid by the South & Mid Wales divisional headquarters team on introducing cluster groups of corps around the division, the new Wales divisional team started to invite corps officers to form Cynefin, a community who commits to ‘live life together, love God together and lead on God’s plan together’.

The use of the name ‘cynefin’ is based on its Welsh meaning:

‘Cynefin is a Welsh term defined by the Curriculum for Wales as “the place where we feel we belong, where the people and landscape around us are familiar, and the sights and sounds are reassuringly recognisable”.’

Although it can be translated to ‘habitat’ in English, ‘cynefin’ is not just the area in which we live; it is often used to describe the relationship between people and the natural world and how our connection to our surroundings can shape our sense of identity and well-being. 

‘Cynefin is also used in the broader sense of community, culture, heritage and identity. It is a whole idea that includes the physical, social, cultural, spiritual and economic dimensions of a place, and how these dimensions interact with each other. It is seen as the historic, cultural and social space which is shaped and defined by the community that inhabits it.’ *                                                                       [Jonah Mayo: www.twinkl.co.uk] 

The invitation to form five Cynefin communities, starting with officers and developing to include all corps members, across geographical areas across Wales, is a step of faith, as expressed by the divisional team:

‘What if the time is right, under God, to allow his Spirit to create Cynefin communities of disciples who dwell together with him and inhabit the spaces of our communities across Wales? What if the time is right to follow the ancient path of groups of disciples meeting together to share hospitality over a meal, share the Scriptures and their faith stories with each other and to seek after God together in prayer to determine together how we can best declare the praises of him who has called us into the light of the knowledge of Jesus Christ? What if the time is right to seriously discover all the gifts God has given his children and to look for as many to grow in those gifts as possible rather than keep community or worship programmes shouldered by the few?’*
[Major Noreen Batt: Cynefin Community]

The adventure continues…
*paraphrase
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Prayer
· Pray today for the Wales Division: the protection of its people, the power of the Spirit in the lives of each serving member and the possibility of new things to come.
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The blessing of Rhyl and Newport Homelessness Support Projects and of SATCol shops and donation centres
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Psalm 150:3 and 4  
‘Praise him with music! Yes! Use trumpets, harps and lyres to praise God! Dance and hit drums to praise him! Make music with harps and flutes to praise him!’

	Tell
the
Story






	
2023
Temporary Emergency Accommodation Supported Project Denbighshire (STEP Programme, RHYL)
The Project (TEASP) currently offers an intensive Floating Support Service to citizens who are in temporary accommodation across Denbighshire. The Salvation Army successfully won the contract to deliver this new tender and started in April 2023.

The TEASP service offers a whole approach to support with the aim of giving people the power to improve their well-being while living in temporary accommodation, developing the essential skills needed for future independence.*

 We focus on the follow keys areas: 
•	Community – Providing integrated support to connect with others in the community, including engaging in a wide variety of diversionary activities, volunteering, employability skills and learning. 
•	Home – Support with all aspects of keeping allocated temporary accommodation alongside developing tenancy readiness skills for the future.
•	Body – Support to access appropriate community and/or emergency health services where needed and diversionary activities focused on being active. Where appropriate we will also offer harm reduction support and guidance, enabling access to drug and alcohol support services. 
•	Mind – Support to access appropriate community and/or emergency health service and to engage in appropriate diversionary activities focused on an inclusive approach to mindfulness, emotional regulation and building trust. 
•	Spirit – Support to access spiritual connection through developing friendships with others, accessing community churches and groups and access to chaplaincy and corps support. 
•	Future – Support to develop confidence, empowerment and self-belief for the future.
The project is still at the beginning of its journey and has been supported and housed by RHYL Corps. We are excited to see what the future holds.
[Assistant Regional Manager Homelessness Services]

In 2020, as the first Covid lockdown ended, The Salvation Army Trading Company Ltd (SATCoL) had to make a difficult decision about a small number of their shops… Wrexham being among them. And so, with great sadness, the shop closed its doors for the final time. Or so we thought!

A short time later the freehold of the shop unit was sold and the new landlord approached SATCoL, asking if they would reconsider trading in the shop at a reduced rent. SATCoL considered… and happily agreed. Christina, the manager, and her loyal team were all contacted and all joyfully returned to reopen the shop. The staff team were really happy, the customers were really happy, the community was really happy. Christina leads her team with a heart for mission and they respond gladly, ‘Daring to Care’ for the community, for their customers and for each other.

Happy teams are usually successful teams, and what followed was extraordinary. Sales increased, profit returned, mission was delivered… and in 2023 Christina received an award on behalf of the shop, citing Wrexham as SATCoL’s shop of the year.
[Trevor Caffull, SATCoL]

Newport Homelessness Outreach Support Project
In July 2023, The Salvation Army Homelessness Services in Wales was awarded a new opportunity to deliver a new outreach support project in Newport, initially supported by Newport Corps. Since moving to our new base at Queens School House, the project reaches out to support homeless people sleeping rough and homeless people in temporary accommodation. We also host a drop-in seven days a week and we ensure our support is available across multi-agency locations.

The service has recently been renamed ‘Drws Agored’ (‘Open Door’), a wonderful reflection of the welcome The Salvation Army gives to all, especially those who need it most.
[Assistant Regional Manager Homelessness Services]

‘My Story’ by Lieutenant Paul Sass
A ‘night of little sleep’ in February 2021 was the starting point of a new calling from the Lord. It is clearer to me now that it was the end result of several occurrences which were used by the Lord to direct, shape and prepare me for the new direction he had in store for my life. Those occurrences were flooding in the streets around my home corps in Pentre (February 2020), doorstep and telephone ministry in Rhondda – alongside my wife – during the Covid pandemic lockdown (March-July 2020) and work with Wales Divisional Headquarters to return safely to in-person worship (August-September 2020), plus my work as a senior leader in a busy South Wales secondary school. These were some of the more significant experiences which became the basis for this new calling and my subsequent journey into officer training.*


A frank conversation with Major Steve Wilson following my ‘night of little sleep’ helped me to appreciate that what I had received was indeed a calling from the Lord to move from my vocation as a teacher to one instead of ministry. And so began a new journey of trust and obedience, for myself and my family… a journey which currently finds me at the mid-point of my officer training – a mere two years later, but a journey which has been one of blessing and grace as I have sought to follow the Lord’s leading.

‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight’ (Proverbs 3:5-6). 

Postscript
In July 2024, Paul was commissioned in Wales as a Welsh-speaking officer. A similar event took place over 130 years ago, with Welsh-speaking officers being commissioned in Wales and appointed to Wales!

*paraphrase

2024
The story is yet to be written and who will write the story?
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Prayer
· Thank God for the development of services that support vulnerable people both in Wrexham and Newport. Pray words of thanks for the staff supporting the people they serve.

· Pray words of praise for the helpful way that SATCoL supports The Salvation Army through its many charity shops and donation centres.

· Thank God that after all these years another Welsh officer was commissioned in Wales to serve in Wales. 
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