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Someone said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.’ Jesus sighed. He knew that this was a tricky 
situation. How would Jesus answer? He’d tell a story, a parable. 

 

His old barns only stored enough food for two years, but his new 
barns would store enough food for many, many years. Then he 
wouldn’t have to farm the land. He could sit back and enjoy an easy 
life. 

One year a rich farmer had a huge harvest. It was so big he didn’t 
have enough room to store all the crops in his barns. So he decided to 
tear down all his barns and build even bigger ones.  

 

Jesus continued the story: ‘But God said to the man, “You fool! This 
very night your life will end. Then who will get all the crops you have 
hidden away?”’ The people in the crowd started to murmur, because 
calling someone a fool was a very strong insult. 

Jesus hadn’t finished. Raising his voice over the crowd he said: ‘This 
is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is 
not rich toward God.’ 

The crowd went quiet again. Perhaps this parable was not just about 
getting rich, but about being generous, about seeing wealth 
differently, about trusting God’s provision. 

The crowd went quiet again. Perhaps this parable was not just about 
getting rich, but about being generous, about seeing wealth 
differently, about trusting God’s provision. 

He said that there was a different kind of treasure you could get, 
 – not earthly treasure of money and possessions that would one day 
be gone, but heavenly treasure that would last for ever. 
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