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PRAYER AND WORSHIP IDEAS 
Shine Like Stars

John 1:5 (NLT)
‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.’
Philippians 2:15 (EasyEnglish Bible)
‘But you must bring light into this dark place, like stars that shine in the night.’

Reflection
Begin by lighting a candle and reflecting on the power of light in darkness.

This Christmas we remember Jesus, the Light of the World. We are called to reflect his light – like stars shining in the night sky. I wonder what would happen if every follower of Jesus shone brightly this Christmas?

Invite everyone to respond silently or aloud:
· Who do you know that needs to see the light of Jesus this Christmas?
· Where do you see darkness in your school, workplace, family or community?
· Ask God to help you be a light in those places.

Star Activity: Shine for Jesus
Provide star-shaped paper cutouts (or have people draw their own stars). Invite each person to write or draw:

· One way they will shine for Jesus this Christmas
(for example showing kindness, sharing with someone in need, inviting someone to church).
· Encourage families to take a photo of their star and pray over them together at home.
· Sing a song and invite everyone to hang the stars on a Christmas tree or stick them to a night sky scene.

Song Suggestions: 
· ‘Light of the World’ (SASB 114)
· ‘Shine, Jesus, shine’ (SASB 261)
· ‘Jesus bids us shine’ (SASB 870)
· ‘Noel’ (SASB 115) 
· ‘This little light of mine’ https://youtu.be/cKkbIZtqhyQ 
· ‘Shine from the inside out’ by Nick Jackson https://youtu.be/WGarMi70QSs?list=RDWGarMi70QSs 



Responsive Prayer: Shine Like Stars
Leader:
Jesus, Light of the World, you came into the darkness to bring hope and life.
All:
Help us to shine like stars in the night.
Leader:
When the world feels heavy and hearts are hurting,
When loneliness creeps in and peace feels far away –
All:
Help us to shine like stars in the night.
Leader:
In our schools and workplaces, in our homes and communities, may your light be seen in our words and actions.
All:
Help us to shine like stars in the night.
Leader:
We pray for those who do not yet know you.
May they see your love through us this Christmas.
All:
Help us to shine like stars in the night.
Leader:
As we hang our stars and make our promises,
Give us courage to live brightly for you.
All:
Help us to shine like stars in the night.
Leader:
Jesus, born King of all the world,
Shine through us this Christmas and always.
All:
Amen.
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