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REFLECTIVE THOUGHT
	
‘The light shines in the darkness. But the darkness has not overcome the light.’ (John 1:5 NIRV)

Christmas is, at its heart, a celebration that draws us into the world of children – their imaginations sparked by the magic of lights and decorations, the giving and receiving of gifts, and the wide-eyed wonder of this ‘most wonderful time of the year’.
For most people, even those who don’t profess faith, the Nativity play is a significant part of the childhood Christmas, evoking so many memories.
You may like to share your own humorous experience of a Nativity play, share an online clip, etc.
But once we’ve watched the parade of characters, waved to the smiling Mary, listened to the angels sing a verse of ‘Away in a manger’ and chuckled at the cute kid in the donkey costume – what next?
Are we in danger of missing the point of the Christmas story: that God comes close to us – not when life is perfect, but in the middle of the mess and struggle? He meets us where we are, and offers hope, peace and joy.
In A Starry Night, the story of the Nativity is told through the eyes of Lumi, the little star. He notices a new light shining brighter than any before. We glimpse the simplicity and joy that Christmas promises – and yet, if we’re honest, we can’t ignore the fact that we live in a world that is marked by turmoil, tension and darkness.
There is an opportunity here to share something topical in the news: war, political tensions, injustice, etc. 
In the Bible, Isaiah 9:2 (NIRV) says: ‘The people who are now living in darkness will see a great light. They are now living in a very dark land. But a light will shine on them.’
In our story, as Lumi follows the light he discovers what the world has been longing for: the birth of a child who would change everything – a child would be called the ‘King of all the world’. But what does this really mean?
· What might it mean for Jesus to be ‘King of all the world?’
· What might this mean for you and me?
· What might it mean for those who don’t know Jesus? What difference might this make in our dark world?
This is what the prophet Isaiah promised: ‘A child will be born to us. A son will be given to us. He will rule over us. And he will be called Wonderful Adviser and Mighty God. He will also be called Father Who Lives Forever and Prince Who Brings Peace. There will be no limit to how great his authority is. The peace he brings will never end. He will rule on David’s throne and over his kingdom. He will make the kingdom strong and secure. His rule will be based on what is fair and right. It will last forever. The Lord’s great love will make sure that happens. He rules over all.’ (Isaiah 9: 6-7, NIRV)






· Do we believe this?
· What might it take for this to happen? 
· What part can we play in this story?
When we look at the world around us, the story at the centre of Christmas becomes even more profound. Jesus was not born in wealth or splendour, but in a stable. His first visitors were not the powerful, but shepherds on a hillside. From the very beginning, God demonstrated that his love is for everyone – for the humble and the great, for those who feel close to him and for those who feel far away.
This is the heart of Christmas. Jesus is the Light – a Light that no shadow, no confusion, no pain, no fear can ever extinguish.
John 1:5 (NIRV) says, ‘The light shines in the darkness. But the darkness has not overcome the light.’
Our story is based on Joy Webb’s popular carol ‘A Starry Night’ and we’ve enjoyed singing the chorus together. But the words of the second verse of that song encourage us to have faith in the Christmas message:
‘And their hearts believed again
For the peace of men,
For a boy was born, King of all the world.’
So let’s embrace the real meaning of Christmas. Let’s welcome the Christ Child – the child who would change everything. Let’s recognise Jesus as the Light of the World. And let’s not just follow the light, but, like Lumi, shine with it, reflect it, carrying Christ’s hope and love into our families and our communities, and into a world that still longs for light in the darkness.

Closing Prayer
Lord God, we thank you for the story of that first Christmas, for the Light of Jesus shining in the darkness, and for the hope, peace and joy that he brings. Help us to remember that your love is for everyone – for the weak and the strong, for the near and the far – and for us, right here and right now.
This Christmas, may we follow your Light, and may our lives shine with your love so that others may see and know you too.
In Jesus’ name we pray,
Amen.
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