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Teaching Text

‘The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.’ (Colossians 1:15-20 NIV)

Sermon Summary

Love reaches out to all creation in the person of Jesus Christ. His love stretches to everything and everyone – no exceptions – because ‘all things have been created through him and for him’ (Colossians 1:16). As Advent starts, we welcome the invisible God reaching out to us in the promise of a saviour. This is love in motion – love that God invites us to share with others in the weeks to come.

Preaching Goal

God is in all things. Where do we see his love reaching out today? And how can we share this love with others in the weeks to come?


Introduction

A young girl was drawing and concentrating quite hard, and her teacher asked her what she was drawing. She said she was drawing God. A bit nonplussed by this reply, the teacher reminded her that no one really knows what God looks like. ‘Well, they will when I’ve finished,’ the girl replied. (An illustration from Ken Robinson)
As we approach another Advent season and the adverts about food and toys and perfume and alcohol are everywhere, it is possible to get a bit jaded about Christmas celebrations.
Here, you can encourage people to reflect on what Christmas is really about (feel free to add your own examples):
· God reaching out to us by becoming one of us
· God’s love stretching to everything and everyone
· God letting us discover what he is really like
Even for the people at the time of Jesus, the picture of God was a bit muddled.
They knew him as the Lawgiver – holy and just – whose commandments revealed his righteousness.
They remembered stories of his judgement, especially when his people turned away from him.
At times, they grew weary of worship, and God, in turn, lamented their hardened hearts and constant complaints.
But God’s desire was always to be known by his people. The best way people would truly understand him and how much he loves them was if they saw him.

Development

Philippians 2:6-8 gives us a clue as to how enormous that was:
‘Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.’
From being at the right hand of God, Jesus humbled himself to become one of us. He made himself nothing. He moved from glory to being a human being.
You might have a visual example that helps to bring this to life, or say that it’s like one of us being asked to become an insect.
And we celebrate at this time of year because, through Jesus, God came to our world to help us understand what is so hard for us to understand … that God knows us and loves us, as fragile and broken as we are. And he wants us to know him and be in relationship with him.
Through Jesus, we discover what God is really like:
· That he has a heart for the poor, the sick and the lonely
· That he cries out for justice
· That women and children matter to him as much as men (this would have been challenging to the culture of the time)
· Feel free to add your own
Through Jesus, we learn that we can speak to God like our dad.
We learn about his attitude to people who believe they aren’t good enough.
We learn about his observation of things that other people don’t notice, like a woman dropping a few coins in the collection pot.
We learn that religious practice that is not sincere is not faith at all.

Visible 

The text in Colossians tells us that ‘God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him’ (Colossians 1:19) and that the Son was with God at the very beginning.
The role of his Son in the beginning was to make things visible. God commanded that there should be trees, and the Son made them visible.
And fish, and birds, and worms, and reindeer …
Here, you might like to add your own list.
Jesus’ role has always been to make things visible. And, by coming to earth, Jesus makes God visible. This is love reaching out in the most tangible way possible!

Holding Together

And, amazingly, ‘in him all things hold together’ (Colossians 1:17).
We know the picture of someone trying to keep lots of balls in the air, but soon there are so many they drop them.
You might like to reference the classic children’s TV show Crackerjack. The contestants would be asked questions, and if they got the answer right they would be given prizes to hold. The more answers they got right, the more they were given to hold. Often, they could not keep hold of everything.
In our world, it can feel like this – that things are falling apart. 
But how wonderful to know that Jesus holds all things together. And when we fear that it is all unravelling, we are assured he is still holding things in his hands.

Reconciliation

The role of the Son is to bring reconciliation – ‘to reconcile to himself all things’ (Colossians 1:20).
And that is crucial for us on those days when peace seems a long way off in our world, in our country, and in our personal world.
On those days when things go wrong, relationships feel impossible, and living and working alongside people seems so hard. And we are not sure how on earth to cope with it all.
Jesus wants reconciliation. Remember that when you have all your relatives round for Christmas lunch!
And better than simply wanting reconciliation, he makes it possible.
The outworking of that was to unfold through his ministry; and as Colossians reminds us, it was through his blood shed on a cross.

Challenge

You might like to challenge people to count how many times they hear the phrase ‘that is what Christmas is all about’ in conversations, in adverts and programmes over the next few weeks. Invite them to jot down how many times they hear it. It seems everyone has an opinion about the meaning of Christmas.
But each time they hear it, they can ponder that Christmas is really about God reaching out to our world through the birth of Jesus.
Through Jesus being born, God became visible.
Jesus holds all things together.
His work is to make reconciliation not just a possibility, but a reality.
And, as he reaches out to us in love, he invites us to do the same. As Advent begins, why not consider these two questions:
· Where do I see God’s love reaching out today? 
· How can I share this love with others in the weeks to come?
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