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The virgin Mary

Luke 1:26-38,57-66
Adapted from the Easy English Bible.

When Elizabeth's baby had grown inside her for nearly six months, the angel Gabriel
went to visit a young woman. Her name was Mary. Mary had promised to marry a
man called Joseph. His family was descended from King David.

Gabriel went to Mary and said, ‘Mary, the Lord God loves you very much. He is very
near to you.’

Then Gabriel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary. God has been kind to you. Listen! A
baby boy will grow inside you. When he is born, you will call him Jesus. He will be
great. People will call him the son of the powerful God who is over all. The Lord God
will make him king. He will be king for all time, without end.’

Mary asked, ‘How can this happen?’

Gabriel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come to you. So your child will be special to
God. He will be completely good. He will be called God’s Son. Your cousin, Elizabeth,
is very old. People said that she could not have a baby. She also will have a son. The
baby has grown inside her now for nearly six months. There is nothing that God
cannot do.’

Mary answered, ‘1 am the servant of the Lord. | have heard what you have said. |
want it to happen to me just as you have said.’

Then the angel left her.

The time arrived for Elizabeth to have her baby and it was a boy. Her family and the
people who lived near her heard about her baby. They knew that the Lord had been
very kind to her. They saw that she was happy. So they were happy too.

Everybody thought that the baby would be called Zechariah because this was the
same name that his father had.

But Elizabeth said, ‘No. His name will be John.’

They replied, ‘But you do not have anyone in your family called John. That cannot be
right.” So they used their hands to sign to the baby’s father, Zechariah. They wanted
to ask him what his son’s name should be.

Zechariah asked for something to write on. He wrote, ‘His name is John.” Everyone
was very surprised at what he wrote. Immediately afterwards Zechariah could
speak again, and so he started to praise God!
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