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The birth of Jesus  
Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-7 
Adapted from the Easy English Bible. 
 
Mary had promised to marry a man called Joseph. But now she was pregnant and 
told Joseph she was expecting a baby. Joseph was a good man, and he wanted to do 
what was right. He did not want her to embarrass her in front of people, so he 
decided to stop their marriage secretly.  
 
But then an angel came from the Lord God to see him. The angel came to Joseph 
while he was dreaming.  
 
The angel said, ‘Joseph, you who are from the family of King David, take Mary home 
as your wife. Do not be afraid to do that. The baby that is growing inside her is from 
the Holy Spirit. Mary’s baby will be a boy. He will save his people from their sins. 
Because of that, you must give him the name Jesus.’  
 
The Lord God had given a message about this to one of his prophets long ago. Now 
that message will become true. The prophet had said, ‘A young woman will have a 
baby boy. People will call her son Immanuel.’ This name means ‘God is with us’.  
 
Then Joseph woke up from his sleep and he did what God’s angel had said to him. 
 
At that time, Caesar Augustus made a law. He told his men to count everyone who 
lived in all the countries that he ruled. This was the first time that the Romans had 
made a list of everyone’s names. Everyone had to go back to their own hometown 
for the Romans to count them.  
 
So Joseph went to his hometown of Bethlehem. King David had been born there, so 
Bethlehem was called the town of David and Joseph belonged to the family of David. 
That is why he went to Bethlehem.  
 
Joseph took Mary with him so that the Romans could count them both. Mary went 
as she was going to marry Joseph. She was pregnant, and while they were in 
Bethlehem the time came for her baby to be born. This was her first baby, and it was 
a boy. She put cloths around him. Then she put him in an animals’ food box. She did 
this because the rooms for visitors were full. 
 
And this is how Jesus was born. 
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