A Starry Night Lesson KS1
Telling the Christmas story with music, song and art.
You may wish to print out the Lumi image and stick tinsel along the edge. You

could wear Lumi as a badge, stick on to a paper headband like a crown, or have
the end of a stick like a wand with tinsel trailing down.

To explore the Christmas story

Lumi image Finger puppets
Chorus actions Lumi thoughts

‘A Starry Night’ story images Sequencing pictures
presentation - Standard and Lumi shape poem
widescreen Hanging decoration
‘A Starry Night’ blank sheet Colouring sheets

King of all the world
Instruments
Instruments puzzle
Lumi plenary

Explore more with:
‘A Starry Night’ assembly for all ages
KS2 lesson plan
Available from:

Select one or two ideas.

Spot the stars

Stick paper stars around the classroom, including Lumi. You may wish for pupils, in
turns, to each find a star. Ask pupils to share ideas of what they know about stars,

what star stories they know, and if they can guess what star story they are going to
be learning about.
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http://www.salvationist.org.uk/resources/schools/starry-night

Night sky
Show an image of the night sky. Discuss what they see and what they know about
stars. Link to their experiences - have they ever seen a very bright star?

Pass the star

Play a version of Pass the parcel, but with a cardboard cut-out of Lumi - use the
Lumi image. Play some music, ideally ‘A starry night’, and when the music stops,
ask pupils to share something they know of the Christmas story.

Actions
Teach the actions for the chorus and ask pupils to see if they can work out what
they mean, including the action for ‘star’.

Video

Introduce the main character, Lumi the little star. Establish previous knowledge:
What might Lumi see on the first Christmas night? The chorus uses actions; teach
the pupils the actions for the chorus and for the word ‘star’. Encourage pupils to
do the actions - and sing - along with the video.

Watch the video, pausing at key points to ask some of the questions or discuss at
the end. Use talk partners where possible.

Questions
0:00-2:27 ‘King of all the world’

What story is being told?

How old is this story?

What instruments are being played? Can you mime and name any of them?
Which instrument did you like? How did the sound make you feel?

What band are the musicians part of?

2:28-6:48 ‘King of all the world’
Who is Lumi?
Where did Mary and Joseph go to in Bethlehem?
What was the problem with being in a stable?
What special event happened in the stable?
What did Lumi call the new baby?
How do you think Lumi felt when he saw baby Jesus?
What did Mary do for the baby?
What would you say or sing to baby Jesus if you were there?
What do you think will happen next?
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6:49-8:28 ‘King of all the world’
Why was Lumi so excited?
How did he show he was excited?
What was causing the new bright light over the hills?
Who did the angel have a message for? What was it?
What did the angels sing?
Why do you think the angels were singing?
What do you think will happen next?

8:29 to end ‘Happy Christmas!’
Who else visited the baby Jesus?
What was unusual about the travellers?
Why did Lumi sparkle for joy?
Why do you think Christians tell this story every year?
Why do you think Christians celebrate Christmas every year?
What was your favourite part and why?
Which part of the music did you enjoy - or what instrument? How did the
music make you feel?

Select a follow-up activity or create a carousel of activities for pupils.

Finger puppets
Use the Finger puppet handout to make puppets to retell the story.

Sequencing pictures

Use the Sequencing pictures handout to retell the story. Differentiate by using the
first three, six or all nine pictures. Extend by writing a sentence under each
picture.

Story map
Ask pupils to draw a story map of Lumi’s journey. Where did he start? What did he
see? Where did he go? Where did he finish?

Lumi thoughts

Use the Lumi thoughts handout to explore what Lumi is thinking and saying during
parts of the story. Display a picture from the Starry night images sheet and use a

torch tool to discover Lumi and where he is, to shine a light on his thoughts. Four

images to choose from.
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Poetry

Use the Lumi shape poem handout to write a poem about Lumi’s adventure in the
shape of a star. Pupils can write following the edge, or within the star shape.
Display a key word bank to support, eg star, shepherds, stable, sky, and light
words like beam, gleam, sparkle ... [Three styles to choose from.]

King of all the world

Discuss:
What clues in the story say that a king is being born?
Discuss what ‘King of all the world’ means.
What do Christians learn from this story?

Use the King of all the world sheet and model possible ways of finishing these
sentences:

| think Jesus is called King of all the world because ...
In the story we see ...
This shows that ...

On the sheet, each sentence start is on a layer of the crown. Differentiate by
cutting the crown shorter, using only the first, second or all three layers of the
crown.

Lumi

Print Lumi images on to card and cut out. Pupils can fill in the shape with pens,
collage material or scrunched-up tissue paper. Hang as a mobile or create their
own ‘wand’.

Hanging decoration

Use the Hanging decoration sheet and cut out the three stars. Colour in Lumi and
draw other scenes from the story on the other two stars. Fold each star in half.
Glue a folded string to the back of one of the stars, then glue the backs of all the
stars, making a 3D star.

Colouring in
Colour in a picture from the story. Select from the Colouring in sheets. Six to

choose from.
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Smudge stars

Stick a cut-out star on to a black sheet of paper with Blu-tack, masking or washi
tape - folding the tape in the middle of the star. Using chalk pastels, trickle bright
colours on the edge of the star and on to the paper. Smudge the chalk dust away
from the centre of the star to create a ‘shining’ effect. Take the star off and draw
an expression on the star. TIP: Use hair spray in a ventilated area to fix the chalk
on to the paper.

Watch the introduction of the instruments, from 0:54 ‘At Christmas, Salvation
Army bands ...” Cornet, tenor horn, trombone, euphonium and tuba.

Discuss:
What the names are of each instrument and mime how they are played.
Can pupils spot what is similar between all the instruments? (Introduce the
term ‘brass instruments’ when pupils spot they are all made of metal.)
What is different?
There is something very similar between the tenor horn, euphonium and
tuba - can they work it out? (They are the same shape, just different sizes!)
What was their favourite musical part of the story?
How does music help tell the story?

Instruments

Listen again to the introduction of the instruments. Which instrument is their
favourite and why? How does the sound make them feel? Use the Instruments sheet
to capture their thoughts. Extend the activity by adding the word ‘because’. [Five
to choose from.]

Instruments puzzle

Mime playing the instruments - can pupils remember their names? Use the
Instruments puzzle sheet to count the different instruments. Remember size is the
key factor between tenor horn, euphonium and the tubal!

Recreate

Show a picture from the Starry night images sheet. Discuss what is in the picture,
what is happening and how characters might feel. Give out a range of percussion
instruments and ask pupils to create a sound map, creating sounds to reflect each
aspect of the picture, eg the stars, the shepherds, the sheep, Lumi, running ...
Differentiate by letting groups choose different pictures and to develop a tune.
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Choose an activity.

Talk partners

Practise the action for star again. Ask the pupils, in talk partners, to share what
they have learned from the lesson. But before each time they speak, ask them to
try to do the star sign first.

Compliment the class for all the ‘sparkling stars’ you have seen! Ask for the talk
partners to share their ‘sparkliest’ thoughts.

Lumi

Pass round a cutout of Lumi and ask pupils to share one thing they have learned
from the lesson. Give each pupil a Lumi star from the Lumi plenary sheet, to write
their thoughts on and stick on a large piece of paper.

(press the yellow loudspeaker) as pupils leave.
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