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All-Age Sunday Worship Ideas

Treasure Hunt

Introduction
· The theme for this year’s celebration is The Varied Way of Life.
· This treasure hunt uses everyday items and helps all ages to consider each day as being full of treasure on our life journey.
· This activity can be held either indoors or outside, depending on the weather.

How to prepare for the treasure hunt
1. Have small sweets/chocolate or fruit available as prizes.
2. Print the ‘Letters and Pictures’ document and place the cut-out letters into individual envelopes with the corresponding number on the front. Print enough for every team, so that each team can collect all the letters. For example, if you have five teams you will need to print five letter J pictures and put them in an envelope with a number 1 written on it, and so on.
3. Gather the objects (next page) which correspond to the pictures, and place them around your building / outside. Place the numbered envelopes with them. Make a note of where you have hidden everything, as this makes life easier if participants struggle to find a certain object!
4. You may choose to give participants a little paper bag or envelope to gather their letters, especially if younger players are playing.
5. Print enough copies of the ‘Clues’ document.
Alternatively, the treasure hunt works well with seven different children and/or adults having one clue each and each letter being placed with the corresponding object. Each person brings just one letter back to the group to form the word ‘JOURNEY’.

How to navigate the treasure hunt
1. Give everyone a ‘Clues’ sheet and suggest people hunt in pairs or small groups. It’s more fun in teams!
2. Explain to all participants that the clues on the sheet will lead them to an object that you have hidden around the building / outside. When they arrive at the object, they must leave it untouched but take a letter from the envelope as proof that they found the ‘treasure’.
3. When participants have found all the ‘treasures’, the first team back to the leader of the treasure hunt wins the prize (chocolate/sweets/fruit).
4. Ask everyone to place their letters on the floor to make the word ‘JOURNEY’.

Explanation of the objects
Say: ‘On the treasure hunt, you found lots of things that remind us of God’s love’: 
· J: The first treasure we found was a selection of fruit and vegetables which reminds us that God created this beautiful world for us to enjoy every day of our lives. In Genesis 1 we hear how God creates plants and trees with fruit for us to eat.
· O: Our second treasure was a jug full of water which reminds us that God wants us to live a life that is full and overflowing with joy, fun, peace and all the good things that we need to live. Jesus says that he wants us to live life in all its fullness.
· U: Our third treasure was a chair which reminds us that at times we need to sit down and rest in God’s peace. Sometimes we’re so busy that we forget to sit and rest in life; but in Psalm 23 we hear how the Lord wants us to rest in him. Resting is a gift!
· R: Our fourth treasure was a Bible which reminds us that God has given us help and guidance on our journey through life. In the book of Micah we read that the best way to live life is to act justly – being kind and fair to everyone – to love mercy and to walk humbly with our God.
· N: Our fifth treasure was a pair of shoes and these remind us that wherever we walk, God is with us. In the Bible Jesus promises never to leave us and always to be by our side. How good is that?! 
· E: Our sixth treasure was a mirror and this reminds us that God sees the real us. He isn’t concerned about what we wear or how we look – God is only concerned about the real us and he is interested in everything about us. We sometimes sing ‘I am a friend of God’ and God truly cares about each one of us, without exception.
· Y: Our last treasure was a candle and we are going to light the candle now to remind us that God’s word is a lamp to our feet and a light on our path. We find these words in Psalm 119:105. This is an important verse for our journey today because God will always light our path, whether life is wonderful or difficult.
Light the candle with ‘JOURNEY’ letters in front of it.

Wrap up
Say: ‘Let’s remember that God is always with us on our journey, and if we look closely we will always see treasures along the way. They may look like the most ordinary things: going to school, having tea with a friend, playing an instrument in your band, playing at the park, spending time with family and friends, reading a book on a sunny day or watching TV on a rainy day … All these ordinary things are actually treasures, because every day is a gift from God.’

Other Ideas

Objects from life
Ahead of the celebration service (eg the Sunday before), encourage people to bring an object from life that is precious for some reason. Maybe it represents a ‘crossroads moment’ or a big life transition. Perhaps it reminds them of someone or somewhere that is significant. It might just be their favourite item of clothing or a fun knick-knack.
In small groups, mixing up ages, invite people to share why they have brought that object. At the end, two or three people might like to share with the whole congregation. This could be a good way of leading into the theme of The Varied Way of Life, and all the memories (happy, sad and everything in between) that we collect along the way.

Journeys quiz
Run a simple quiz about journeys. To make it relevant to your context, come up with questions that are specific to your area, eg ‘How many miles is it from this building to Buckingham Palace / the Eiffel Tower / the Taj Mahal?’. You could end by saying that, while these are all exciting journeys, the journey that God is most interested in is our life.

Race across our life
Race Across the World is a popular TV programme. In it, teams race to a particular place with no access to planes, phones or the internet. Of course, they all end up taking varied routes to reach the destination. You might like to show a clip from the programme to set this up.
Lead people to think about their life journeys. Encourage them to silently ‘race across their life’, thinking about the following moments that have led them here:
· A moment I am thankful for
· A moment that surprised me
· A moment when I made an important decision
· A moment I am proud of
· A moment I regret
· A moment that changed me as a person
Unpack that life is made up of so many varied moments, and all are important to God. He doesn’t waste anything! 
This could lead quite naturally into a time of corporate prayer.
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