SESSION 6 -
HIDDEN RIGHTEOUSNESS

Breaking the hard ground of misplaced righteousness & pride

LEADER’S NOTES

Testimony Discussion
« Can you share a time when God took you on a journey of humility?
« How did this reshaping change your relationship with God for the better?

We are going to explore some examples of misplaced righteousness.

1. Outward religion begins to replace inward surrender

oS>
Read Matthew 21:1-11
Ask & discuss: what do you notice from this passage?

As Jesus entered Jerusalem, crowds gathered in praise, speaking Scripture as they
welcomed him. At the centre stood Jesus — the perfect expression of righteousness —
living in complete trust and obedience to the Father. His righteousness flowed from God’s
authority, not force. Zechariah had foretold that a king would come ‘righteous and
victorious’, yet ‘lowly and riding on a donkey’ (Zechariah 9:9). Jesus’ entry fulfilled this, and

the crowds celebrated, though they did not understand the kind of kingship he embodied.

His humility and surrender did not match their expectations of how God’s Kingdom would
come. Seen in this light, the righteousness we have received in Christ can quietly become
hidden beneath our assumptions about how God should work. When this happens, our

worship remains genuine, but our hearts may not be fully open to the ways Jesus wants to

reshape our understanding of his Kingdom. Today this can look like knowing how faith
works, without taking time to know Jesus personally or surrendering our lives to his will.

Where is your worship masked by assumption of who God is or how he should work?

This is not a new pattern. The same prophet who spoke of the humble king entering
Jerusalem also confronted misplaced righteousness in his own day. Zechariah
addressed a community rebuilding its religious life outwardly while resisting inward
change. God questioned their fasting and practices; were they truly for him, or just
habit? (Zechariah 7:4-12). Yet their hearts remained hardened to God's shaping.
Take some time to read and reflect on this passage together.

What areas of your heart/life do you need to re-surrender to God?
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