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Midweek Celebration Ideas

Idea 1: Walk and Talk

Choose somewhere accessible for mobile scooters.
Invite people to a walk where they can stop and enjoy the view, chat about the nature around them, pray and celebrate the joy of being together. It might look a little like this:
· Walk for 10 minutes, then stop and look around. What do you see? Is there something you can see that sparks your thoughts about God and his provision, love and goodness?
· Walk for another 10 minutes, then stop to pray together. Ask people for one-line prayers of thanksgiving.
· Walk for another 10 minutes, then stop for a picnic. As you share food and fellowship, maybe share stories of journeys you have been on in life. These might be stories of holidays, walks or times that have been gloriously wonderful and times that have been difficult. Listen to one another and get to know one another’s journey a little better.
· Walk 15 minutes back towards your starting point. When you stop, this time choose a psalm to share with the group. Examples: Psalm 25:1-7 and Psalm 119:105-112.
· Walk 15 minutes back towards your starting point, and when you all gather pray the Lord’s Prayer as a final prayer before you continue your separate journeys.



Idea 2: Celebration and Praise Service

In advance, ask people to bring photos of holiday journeys, photos of work, life, family, friends and pleasure to share in the celebration.
Have a party to simply celebrate our adults in later life. If you have a CAMEO group / Home League / over-sixties group, invite people to bring a friend with them for afternoon tea. Get out the balloons, put on the music and enjoy being together!
Here is an adaptable, simple plan:

Introduction
We are all part of each other’s journeys and today we celebrate who we are in Jesus Christ. So, let’s get ready to celebrate, have some fun with one another and take time to share a little of our life’s journey.

Video
‘Celebration’ by Kool & The Gang: https://youtu.be/8Lu41LulQos?si=xmYBo3rWfji3Byw0 

Sharing time
‘Bring your good times and your laughter too.’
Share photos with one another to see glimpses of others’ journeys. Put some gentle music on in the background if appropriate, as people take time to look at each other’s photos. 
Then ask for people to share briefly some moments in time that have been precious and have formed part of their life journey, eg:
· The birth of a child/grandchild
· A particular job they enjoyed
· A family birthday
· A Christmas party
· Part of their faith journey that was particularly significant
· Simple joy in the everyday!

Song
‘Lord, for the years’ (SASB 816)

Short thought
From the moment that we are born we are on a journey, and to be honest we’re never quite sure where that journey will lead. It is filled with moments that are exhilarating, exciting, frightening, sad, wondrous, joyful, heartbreaking and everything else in between. 
Today we celebrate each other because life is a journey; but if you’re here today you’ve made it to today! We celebrate you, we celebrate your strength and resilience and thank God for who you are. 
In the book of Jeremiah, we read: ‘“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”’ (Jeremiah 29:11). Those words are for you today – not just for other people but for you. 
You matter, you have a future and God is the one who wants you to continue to prosper and enjoy life. Yes, there may be difficulties on our path, we may have some tough things to face, but God wants the very best for us. And that’s why today we celebrate who we are right now. In this very moment, God cares for you, he loves you, he sees you as precious in his sight and he sings over you with a love and passion like no other. 

Video karaoke
Karaoke has become very popular in recent years and many of our younger people are found in karaoke bars, believe it or not. So today we’re going to have our own karaoke with the amazing voice that was Whitney Houston. 
Sing loud, let your hair down, enjoy being with friends, and as we sing ‘One moment in time’ enjoy this moment. May it be a part of your journey that makes your heart sing!
‘One moment in time’ by Whitney Houston (lyrics): https://youtu.be/2Yg8TaxcWHc

Prayer 
Lord, as we continue to walk our journey of faith with you, we give ourselves once again to you.
Every day is a gift from you. We pray today that we will support one another on life’s journey, through the good and the bad times and the ordinary days too. 
We celebrate your goodness to us, your unending mercy and grace, and today may we smile and be glad that we spent this day together.
Amen.
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