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Summary
In the lead up to Candidates Sunday 2026, the teaching will be focusing on Peter. Peter was one of Jesus’ disciples who surrendered his daily life to follow and learn from him. Over the next few weeks the sermon themes aim to unpack how each of us can learn through Peter’s example our own calling. This week looks at Peter’s calling and response to come and follow Jesus (Luke 5: 1-11). We will also look how each one of us is called to be a disciple and what this means for us today.

Introduction
A skydive is in some ways the ultimate picture of surrender. Imagine standing at the open door of a plane at 10,000 feet. Wind going through your hair, heart pounding, nothing but air below you and an amazing view. You’ve been waiting for this, you have listened to the instructor, you have signed the waiver … but none of that matters when your toes are hanging over the edge. 
At that moment you have only two options: cling to the plane or trust the instructor strapped to your back.
The thing is, you can’t half skydive. You can’t say, ‘I’ll jump, but I want to stay in control.’
The moment you leap, control is gone. You are fully dependent on the one who knows what they’re doing. That’s surrender. And that’s what’s happening in Luke 5.

Read Luke 5: 1-11
You may want to include background noises such as light waves or splashing as you read the Bible text below. Backing track suggestion: www.youtube.com/watch?v=Se5NjX-cM5I.
One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding around him and listening to the word of God. He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.
When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.’
Simon answered, ‘Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t                caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.’
When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. So they signalled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, ‘Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!’ For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.
Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.’ So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.

· Peter is standing at the edge of everything familiar – his boat, his nets, his livelihood, his identity. And Jesus says, ‘Follow me.’ Peter has two choices – cling to his boat or trust the one who’s calling him. 
· A disciple is someone whose life is fully surrendered to Jesus. It begins with surrender – letting go and actively choosing to follow and trust in Jesus. In this story, Peter is challenged to surrender three things: his space, his sense, his security. 

Surrender your space
Luke 5:3 – ‘He [Jesus] got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon …’
· Jesus stepped into Peter’s everyday world. The boat was his workplace, his income, his identity, his normal Tuesday. Before Jesus ever called Peter to leave everything, he first asked to use what he had to share the word of God with others.
· The call to discipleship begins with surrendering of space. Not every calling begins with moving to a new city or changing careers. Being a disciple means we let Jesus into every aspect of our lives, and we let him on to our boat.
· What are the places that you need to allow Jesus to permeate or need to surrender to him? Is your work surrendered? Is your home surrendered? Is your schedule surrendered? Is your influence surrendered? 
Discipleship isn’t just something we tap into on a Sunday. We must surrender our everyday spaces to him and let him use what we have already. 
Surrender your sense
Luke 5:5 – ‘But because you say so …’
· Fishing was Simon Peter’s profession, and here we see Jesus tell a professional fisherman to ‘go deeper, let your nets down and catch some fish’. It made no sense. It was the wrong time with the wrong conditions, and experience had told Peter there was no fish here. 

You may choose to show this point using the illustration below:
It’s like when an experienced IT technician is having a problem with the computer and somebody turns to them and helpfully says, ‘Have you tried turning it off and back on again?’ 
Peter had been out all night. He knows it’s better to fish at night. He’s washing the nets ready to pack up and go back home – and Jesus suggests maybe to just try one last time. Peter must have thought, ‘Are you being serious here? We’ve worked all night and haven’t caught anything. There is nothing there!’. But then he said, ‘Nevertheless, at your word …’ or as the NIV puts it, ‘But because you say so …’

· Where is Jesus asking you to trust him beyond your understanding?

Discipleship means surrendering our sense to God’s word. It means giving up what seems sensible to us, in the light of what Jesus says. It sometimes means obeying when logic disagrees, trusting and moving when worldly wisdom would say stop. 

Surrender your security
Luke 5:11 – ‘They … left everything and followed him.’
· After the biggest catch of their lives, after financial breakthrough, after visible success, Jesus says to them, ‘Come and follow me and I will make you fishers of men.’ So they left everything. Simon walks away from his nets, the tools of provision, his boat, the platform of stability and his catch – the proof of his success. 
· In discipleship these things are left behind in favour of true security, found in following Christ.
· For Peter, security was fishing. For us our comfort might be in our reputation; for some it may be money, for others relationship, control, predictability. 

What uncomfortable step needs to be made to follow Jesus more closely?
Discipleship is costly, but what you gain in Christ far outweighs what you leave behind.

Application
We are called to be disciples, to follow Jesus and offer everything to him. At the start of this teaching, we described a disciple as someone whose life is fully surrendered to Jesus. 
Today Jesus asks:
· Will you surrender your space?
· Will you surrender your sense?
· Will you surrender your security?
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