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Summary
Peter was the first to identify Jesus as the Messiah (Matthew 16:15-16). He was one of the trusted inner circle, yet also the person who was told by Jesus before his death that he would deny knowing him. Today we pick up the story, post-resurrection, to see how forgiveness impacts Peter, who from this moment lives his life as someone who is not only called to be forgiven but also someone who is called to forgive.

Introduction
Start by reflecting on a time when you were aware that you messed up. How did you feel? How did other people around you feel?
Now reflect on a time when someone did something wrong towards you. How did that make you feel? How did you react?
As followers of Jesus, we are called as sinners who are forgiven because of the cross and the redemption of our sins when Jesus calls us. However, this passage shows that people who understand their forgiveness also have the responsibility to forgive. 

Read John 21:15-19
‘When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”’

· Jesus refers to Peter as Simon. This was Peter’s name before he          became a disciple. 
· Jesus starts again right from the beginning, just like their first calling in Luke 5. 
· Peter had denied knowing Jesus. He is probably feeling vulnerable and ashamed of his actions. Jesus goes back to who Peter was before the cross in preparation to recommission him. 
This is a powerful part of Scripture in our learning about our individual callings because it teaches us the importance of being forgiven and forgiving others, and the permanent love and purpose Jesus has for us. 

Need to be forgiven
· God has firstly forgiven us. It’s important to remember that even though we do not deserve it, it is graciously offered to us. 
· Peter had been told by Jesus that he would deny him three times (Matthew 26:31-35), and then we see this lived out (John 18:15-27). In this passage and after the brutal death and glorious resurrection, Peter is asked the same question three times as to his love and commitment to Jesus. We see the grace acting on Peter and a restoring of the relationship. 

Forgiveness in the Bible
In the Old Testament forgiveness is closely tied to God’s mercy and his covenant relationships with his people.
· Adam and Eve disobey God, and yet the journey towards their forgiveness is indicated even in the animal skin they now wear. It can be seen as the first sign of the need for sacrifice as a journey towards forgiveness (Genesis 3:21). The animal skin would require the death of an animal, which hints at the seriousness of the sin and the need for atonement. This is an Old Testament theme that ultimately points towards the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus for the sins of all humanity.
· Psalm 51:1-2 sees David seek forgiveness from God when he asks for his sins to be washed away and a pure heart created.
· The book of Leviticus defines the Old Testament sacrificial system which allowed for atonement through sacrifices as a temporary covering for sin, pointing towards Christ’s perfect sacrifice (Hebrews 10:1-4).
In the New Testament Jesus’ ministry includes forgiving people their sins; and then he encourages his followers to pray and live out a model of forgiveness.
· ‘Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us’ (Matthew 6:12 NLT)
· There is also an understanding that no one is perfect, and all are in need of God’s forgiveness; as Paul declares, ‘All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God’ (Romans 3:23).
The Old Testament teaches that forgiveness is God’s gracious act that                 restores sinners who repent, demonstrated through his covenant,                        the people’s sacrifices and God’s mercy. This sets the foundation for the fuller forgiveness revealed in Jesus Christ in the New Testament.
· How do you accept this gracious forgiveness?

Need to forgive
· In Matthew 18:21-22 the calling to be forgiven and to forgive has no bounds. It is an ongoing posture for all followers of Jesus. Yet how do we live this out in the ordinary everyday? 
· In John 21:15-19 Jesus goes to Peter – he is the one to take the first step. Jesus models how we can forgive each other. The conversation is honest. Following Peter’s betrayal when he simply denied knowing Jesus, here Jesus is asking, ‘Do you love me?’ To be able to forgive past wrongs, sometimes an honest conversation is needed to enable people to move on.
Right now, are there people you have an issue with? Maybe within your family, or your corps, or your school or workplace, there are those who you really need to forgive.
· Jesus responds to Peter with ‘Feed my sheep’, ‘Take care of my sheep’.
· Jesus refers to his people as his sheep. Peter’s purpose to be a leader for Christ and to fish for men (Matthew 4:19) is being restored. 
· Peter is being forgiven and given responsibility in proclaiming Jesus’ miracles and forgiveness to others. Jesus sees Peter’s future and does not focus on his past. 
· John 21 also highlights that loving Jesus is to be shown through serving one another. As a Salvation Army, we aim to ‘Love God, Love Others’. Jesus shows that the two go together: loving God leads to doing God’s work by loving others. 
· Despite our mistakes, we are forgiven and challenged to continue loving God and one another. 

Application
When Jesus asks the simple question of Peter, he also asks us, ‘Do you love me?’. Our love to others is an aspect of our love to God, including ourselves. In reflecting on this passage, how do you respond to the words of Jesus, ‘Do you love me? 
Offer an opportunity for people to reflect on their own personal journeys.
· Is there a calling that God has given you that you are yet to step into, although you know your love and commitment to God requires you to do this?
Forgiveness is an incredibly hard area to comprehend. Jesus died for us not when we were perfect, but actually when we were sinners. Jesus lived out his life forgiving people their sins and living out a life of grace and truth.
General John Gowans wrote the words, ‘To be like Jesus! This hope           possesses me.’ If we want to be people who live out Jesus, then we                 have to be people who take on this calling to be forgiven, and to know we are forgiven. If we truly understand this, then it will be far easier for us also to be people who forgive – just as Jesus did himself and called us to do.
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