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Summary
So far we have started to unpack the story of Peter. In the lead-up to Candidates Sunday 2026 we are looking at how we are all called. We have looked at Peter’s calling to follow Jesus and what that means for us to be called to be disciples. Last week we considered what it means to be trusting and to step out of the boat. This week we will learn what it means to be called to be purposeful and use Matthew 16:13-19. 

Introduction
What comes to your mind when the question is asked ‘Who is Jesus?’ 
You might choose to ask a few people in your congregation prior to your gathered worship to ask some of their friends/colleagues and share some of the outcomes.
Watch the clip: youtu.be/SZLi5f_i30Q?si=MUOQ1Y9jmPqAyMTq 
Note this clip lasts 3:47 and asks a variety of people on the street ‘Who is Jesus?’
In the clip you see lots of different responses to Jesus. Who is Jesus to you? 
(Ask a few people to speak out their responses, or you could use this for a prayer time earlier in the meeting and write up on a flip chart some of the answers as a way to worship God).
In Matthew 16 and 17 Jesus spends time with his closest disciples to help them understand his purpose. Peter, the disciple that we are following in this series, is quick to get the right language about who Jesus is – ‘Messiah’ – although he doesn’t understand the full meaning. Before Jesus helps them discover more of his purpose, he gives Peter a clear calling and encouragement that he will be resourced.

Read Matthew 16:13-19
‘When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”


Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven.                And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,  and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”’
· Peter is growing in his understanding of Jesus, and consequently he discovers more of his own purpose in life. 
· In understanding our purpose as believers, we too need to affirm who we believe in, hear God’s purpose for our lives and recognise how God equips us to fulfil that purpose. 

Who is Jesus? – The purpose
· Jesus asked the questions to all his closest followers, ‘Who do you say I am?’. Peter takes the lead in answering on behalf of the others. ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ 
· His answer is full of hope. Peter realised that Jesus was fulfilling God’s promises. (There are over 300 messianic prophecies in the Old Testament.)
· God’s purpose in sending Jesus to the world is that everyone who believes might be saved. The disciples had to recognise who Jesus was and declare it. Jesus affirmed that this recognition had been given by God. 
Give an illustration of someone who has discovered who Jesus is and the difference this makes. You may also choose to have this as an open sharing opportunity. 
By spending time in God’s presence, we know more of his purposes in the world through Jesus. This declaration signalled the moment when Jesus could take them to the next steps of their discipleship. 

Who am I? – Purposed
Matthew 16:18 – ‘And I tell you that you are Peter …’
· Jesus gives Peter a new identity and purpose. Peter’s new name (‘Petros’, Greek for ‘rock’) reflects the purpose he is given in building God’s Church and the faith on which the Church will be built.
· Our first calling is as a child of God (1 John 3:1). 
· Once we recognise who God is and who we are in God, we are ready to step deeper into God’s purpose for our lives. 
· Mathew 6:33 gives us an orientation of purpose – seek first God’s Kingdom. 
· Matthew 16:18 gives us the promise that as we serve our              purpose by basing it on the rock (Jesus), that the ‘gates of             hell shall not prevail against it’ (KJV).
· We are all purposed to love God and love the world around us. We all have unique ways in which we do that. 
Give a couple of examples of people discovering their purpose and different ways they heard God speaking to them. You may also choose to have this as an open sharing opportunity.
Even though Peter had a glimpse of Jesus’ purpose, he did not have the full picture of what this meant. Within just a few verses Jesus further explained that his purpose involved suffering, Peter couldn’t handle the thought and was strongly rebuked. Peter was responding with his emotions and human strategies rather than through the eyes of faith and Kingdom purpose. He still had a lot to learn. We continue to grow into the purpose God has given us through the heights and depths. 

How will I fulfil God’s purpose? – Act with purpose
Matthew 16:19 – ‘I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.’ 
· Peter knew how to fish, but Jesus had already said he would teach him how to ‘fish for people’ (Matthew 4:19). 
· Jesus now gives him authority to share God’s teaching with others. 
· Two chapters later, this authority is released to all God’s people (Matthew 18:18). This is acting with purpose. Once we know Jesus’ identity and we discover our purpose, we can take authority to act in Jesus’ name. 
You may choose to use the illustration below to show this point.
When you get the keys to your car, you have to put them in the lock or press the electronic button to gain access, and then turn the key in the ignition to release the function of the vehicle. Or in the case of keys to property, we have to unlock the door to walk in, and then we have the responsibility for that house. Similarly, God gives us his authority to speak and act in his name, so that God’s Kingdom can be seen on earth – we can speak truth to power, share generously the resources we have, seek the lost and help them find Jesus, show Jesus’ love to those who are hurting and need his healing, search for creative and collaborative responses to the world’s challenges – and so much more. 

Application
Give out pictures of keys to symbolise taking the authority God has given us to step into the purpose he has given. Encourage the congregation write on their key a word, phrase or verse of Scripture that represents their relationship with Jesus. Secondly, they can write a sense of God’s purpose for their lives; and finally something they can do this week, month, year, to act with purpose in               terms of what God is saying to them. 
Consider these questions: 
· Who is Jesus to me?
· Who am I to him?
· How will I fulfil God’s purpose?

Purpose in the Bible:
www.openbible.info/topics/gods_purpose – 100 verses about God’s purpose
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