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Summary
This message comes in a series thinking about calling and focusing on the life of Peter. We are thinking about the call that we all have to be trusting. We are also considering what this might look like in terms of ministry within the Salvation Army context.

Introduction
Consider a time when you have had to be trusting in a tricky situation. Have a moment to think and share with the people around you. 
Examples could include trusting medical professionals, trusting a pilot to fly a plane amidst turbulence etc. 
The passage we are looking at today illustrates how we are all called to trust God and how this can be a real step of faith when facing difficult times. 

Read Matthew 14:22-34
Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, and the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.
Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. ‘It’s a ghost,’ they said, and cried out in fear.
But Jesus immediately said to them: ‘Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.’
‘Lord, if it’s you,’ Peter replied, ‘tell me to come to you on the water.’
‘Come,’ he said.
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. ‘You of little faith,’ he said, ‘why did you doubt?”
And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’
When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret.

· Peter physically steps out amid a storm and trust Jesus with his life.
· Peter boldly requested Jesus to perform a miracle – stepping out                of the boat to be with Jesus.
· Peter shows the importance of our trust and focus being directly fixed on Jesus even when the world distracts us. 

Taking God at his word – Faith and Boldness
Matthew 14:28 – ‘Lord, if it’s you,’ Peter replied, ‘tell me to come to you on the water.’
· Peter’s character is revealed to us. He is bold in his request and willing to test the power of Jesus and his own faith. This event takes place shortly after the feeding of the five thousand. Peter has seen Jesus’ miracles in the recent past and he trusted that God could do a miracle here too.
· It’s easy to get fixated on Peter’s failure and moment of doubt in verse 30. However, it’s worth noting that Peter did actually walk on the water with Jesus. He trusted Jesus and took him at his word – and while he did so, he was able to do something truly miraculous. 
· We are called to live a life like this too. We get to know God through his word, through prayer and by living in relationship with him. Through this, God can then perform miracles through us. 
Are you willing to take God at his word and trust him?

Stepping out – Trust
· Peter didn’t walk on water as a result of his own abilities, but because he trusted Jesus. That trust didn’t erase the storm, but it anchored Peter amidst it. And even when Peter sank, Jesus didn’t let him drown. 

You may choose to actually ask people to respond to these questions or allow them some time to think of the answers: 
· What must have been going through Peter’s head when Jesus said, ‘Come’?
Was it excitement, shock, fear? 
· How must the other disciples on the boat have been feeling? 

The Bible contains a lot about trusting God, especially in the midst of difficult times. 
· Proverbs 3:5-6 – ‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.’ (NRSV)
· Psalm 37:5 ‘Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act.’ (NRSV)
· Isaiah 26:3 – ‘You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.’ (ESV)
· Psalm 56:3 ‘When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.’

The Bible makes it clear that we can trust God, and that we are called to trust in him even when circumstances are difficult and the storms of life threaten to overwhelm. 

Keep your eyes fixed on him – Doubt
Matthew 14:30-31 – ‘But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”’
· Doubt means double-minded – one eye fixed on Jesus but the other fixed on the world. Peter allowed the fears of the world to distract him; he took his eyes off Jesus. It was at this point that he began to sink. While he was bold and had great faith, he was distracted by fear and circumstance. Fear magnifies problems, but trust diminishes them. 

· Jesus asks, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ Jesus asked this not because he didn’t know the answer, but because Peter needed to consider the answer. 
You may choose to encourage people to take a moment to reflect on a time recently when they have doubted God’s love, power, presence. Then add your name to the sentence: ‘You, [your name], of little faith, why did you doubt?’ 
Jesus asks this not because he needs an answer but needs us today to consider our answer. 
· When Peter struggled in the water, Jesus immediately helped him. This experience helped Peter to trust God later in his journey and ministry. 
· Trust grows as individuals see God come through in difficult, overwhelming situations, and that ultimately reinforces belief in God’s promises. We can grow our trust by recalling all the things God has done for us in the past. 
Psalm 77:11-12 (NRSVUE) says: 
‘I will call to mind the deeds of the Lord; I will remember your wonders of old. I will meditate on all your work, and muse on your mighty deeds.’ 

Application
We are called to step out for him and to simply trust. Jesus doesn’t call us to perfection, only to trust him fully, even when we falter. 
· Do you have the boldness to call out and say to Jesus, ‘Tell me to come’?
· Do you have the trust to step out on to the stormy sea?
· Do you trust that God will use your doubt to pull you up?
For some people it may be about trusting God to go deeper in faith,                 joining that Bible study group or volunteering in a weekly programme.                    For some it might be trusting God in the midst of great difficulty. 
For others it will be stepping out to ministry in The Salvation Army as a Salvation Army officer or territorial envoy. For many people, the path to ministry isn’t smooth and so it takes a lot of trusting in God and stepping out. 
The challenge for all of us is this: you are called to be trusting; now are you willing to step out of the boat?
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