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The first session begins by helping families explore what home means for them, and some of the different homes which animals make for themselves.

Bible story

2 Kings 4:8-10
· ‘A Home for Elisha’, The Big Bible Story Book (Maggie Barfield), p82 
· ‘One day Elisha went to Shunem. An important woman lived there. She begged Elisha to stay and eat. So every time Elisha passed by, he stopped there to eat. The woman said to her husband, “I know that Elisha is a holy man of God. He passes by our house all the time. Let’s make a small room on the roof. Let’s put a bed in the room for Elisha. And we can put a table, a chair and a lampstand there. Then when he comes by, he can stay there.”’ (2 Kings 4:8-10 ICB)

Activities

Why not choose from the activity suggestions below? You can find the details of these and other activities on The Salvation Army Family Ministries Pinterest page.
As a guide, the suggested activities have asterisks to show how easy they are to prepare and set up, from simple (*) to more complicated (***).

Animal homes trail *
Set up a trail around the area with pictures of different animal homes. Provide the trail sheet on clipboards for families to match up the animals to the homes that they live in.

Paper bag house craft *
Use a paper bag and cut out a door shape and stick on paper windows and a chimney. Decorate your house with colourful stickers and drawings.

Build a home * 
Provide wooden building blocks, Duplo or magnetic tiles to invite children to build a house shape. Add some toy Happyland style figures to go in and out of the houses.

Tea making **
Set up a tea-making activity on a Tuff Tray, with cups, jugs and teapots. You could use water if it’s a warm day, or alternatively coloured rice, along with toy food and plates. This should provide some fun pretend play around the theme of making people feel welcome and at home.

Mini den **
Collect sticks and make a small den for a toy. This is a great activity for children and grown-ups to do together. It could be a teepee decorated with ribbons, or a simple shelter covered with leaves. Some pieces of corrugated cardboard could make a good base, and pieces of fabric could help make the cover.

Playhouse or tent **
Set up a pop-up tent or playhouse for children to play in. They could role play having visitors, staying safe from the weather, and practise sharing a space with other children.

Make a paper town **
With a long roll of paper and a mat underneath, draw a road along the middle, and add a few buildings to begin. Invite families to come and draw or decorate a house shape using crayons or washable markers.

Bug homes sensory tray **
Create a sensory tray using rice or nature items and toy insects, with some places to make the bugs at home, eg cardboard tubes, small wooden houses. 

Story ideas

Suggested books for story time or a story mat:
· Welcome Home, Bear: A book of Animal Habitats (Il Sung Na)
· Everybody’s Welcome (Patricia Hegarty)
· A Good Place (Lucy Cousins)
· Animal Homes: A Lift-the-Flap Book of Discovery (Libby Walden)

Questions

· I wonder what your home is like?
· I wonder what you like best about your home?
· Can you imagine not having a home?
· Unfortunately, some people don’t have somewhere to call home. There are many good charities that support homeless people though, such as: Shelter, Crisis and The Salvation Army. I wonder what you could do to help support the work of these charities?

Song suggestions

Series Theme Song (Tune: ‘1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish alive’)

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, busy bees live in a hive,
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, roaring lions like a den.
Mice live in a hole, hippos like in mud to roll,
Fish swim in the sea – but my home is best for me!

· ‘Home Sweet Home’: youtu.be/_mfWoFPmzyg?list=RD_mfWoFPmzyg
· ‘Me and My House’: youtu.be/o3d7Qmn7__U?list=RDo3d7Qmn7__U
· ‘The Wise Man Built his House upon the Rock’: www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eu5bBDRpzPM
· ‘God will Take Care of Me’: youtu.be/Bflby59z1BI


Prayer

Dear God,
Thank you, God, for my home – a place that is safe and warm – and for the people who live there with me.
Thank you for people who are kind, like the lady who made a room for Elisha. Help us be kind and helpful too.
We pray today for anyone who doesn’t have a home and ask that you will keep them safe. 
Amen.
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