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In this session families explore the jungle, home to lots of different wild animals. The jungle is very different from where we live – it might feel scary and dangerous. Families can think about what makes them feel scared and what keeps them safe, whilst having fun with different jungle animals.

Bible story

Daniel 6:1-28
· ‘The Lions Stay Hungry’, The Play-Along-Bible (Bob Hartman), p49 
· ‘Daniel and the Lions’ Den’, God’s Big Promises Bible Story Book (Carl Laferton), p200
· ‘Daniel Prays to God’, Big Bible Story Book (Maggie Barfield), p104

Activities

Why not choose from the activity suggestions below? You can find the details of these and other activities on The Salvation Army Family Ministries Pinterest page.
As a guide, the suggested activities have asterisks to show how easy they are to prepare and set up, from simple (*) to more complicated (***).

Jungle trail *
Use the printable trail to invite families to go on a jungle trail with their binoculars or masks to spot wild animals.

Jungle animal rescue *
Wrap pipe cleaners around toy animals and invite children to rescue them by unwrapping them and taking off the pipe cleaners – a great fine motor activity.

Snake art *
Cut out a huge wiggly snake from a long roll of art paper. Invite families to stamp patterns, or use paint sticks to decorate the snake and create some art together.

Paper plate masks **
Make a paper plate jungle animal mask with some simple shapes and glue to get everyone into the week’s theme. Look on Pinterest for simple ideas.

Binoculars craft **
Make some fun binoculars to explore the animals in the jungle. You’ll need two cardboard tubes, some paper strips to go around them to hold them together, ribbon and a hole punch, and some stickers or washi tape to decorate them.

Dande-lions! **
Use the printable lion template and provide hole punches to make lots of holes all around the lion face. Send families off to collect dandelions to poke through the holes to make the lion’s mane.

Nature jungle play **
Create a jungle play tray with small logs and twigs, leaves, a small tray of water, and lots of wild animal models. You could also use a base such as sand, rice or lentils and add small plants, stones and branch slices.

Crocodile swamp game **
Make a crocodile swamp with a blue tarpaulin or foam mats, some simple crocodile cut-outs or soft toys, and some toddler stepping stones or a balance beam.

Jungle play-dough **
Make play-dough in jungle colours, and add jungle animals and craft sticks for some open-ended play.

Story ideas

Suggested books for story time or a story mat:
· Monkey Puzzle (Julia Donaldson)
· How many animals can fit in this book? (Natalia Yaskina)
· Animal Actions: Stomp like an Elephant! (Guilherme Karsten)
· Look after me (Rod Campbell)

Questions

· What would it be like to live in the jungle?
· Do you have a favourite jungle animal? What noise does it make?
· How do you think Daniel felt in the lions’ den? God sent an angel to protect him from the lions. We can trust God to keep us safe too.

Song suggestions

Series Theme Song (Tune: ‘1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish alive’)

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, busy bees live in a hive,
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, roaring lions like a den.
Mice live in a hole, hippos like in mud to roll,
Fish swim in the sea – but my home is best for me!

· ‘Who’s the King of the Jungle?’: www.youtube.com/watch?v=_pCirKZr8QY 
· ‘The Lion’s Roar’: www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dzk42FtUR_g 
· ‘He Made Me’: www.youtube.com/watch?v=cD6i_rBlyks  
· ‘I am Wonderfully Made’: youtu.be/7603oH33Ghs 
· ‘God will Take Care of Me’: youtu.be/Bflby59z1BI




Prayer

Ask everyone to join in with jungle animal sounds and actions.
Dear God,
Thank you for all the jungle animals you made.
Thank you for the roaring lions,
the big elephants,
the hissing snakes,
and the cheeky monkeys.
Thank you that you were with Daniel in the lions’ den keeping him safe,
and that you are with us all too, keeping us safe.
Amen.
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