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This session takes us to the farm to explore the different animals that live there and what we might see at a farm. Lots of young children will have visited a farm, so this session is great for developing language skills and making connections with things they have seen before.

Bible story

Luke 15:1-7
· ‘Runaway Sheep’, The Play-Along Bible (Bob Hartman), p76
· ‘The Good Shepherd’, God’s Big Promises Bible Story Book (Carl Laferton), p305
· ‘The Lost Sheep’, Big Bible Story Book, (Maggie Barfield), p187

Activities

Why not choose from the activity suggestions below? You can find the details of these and other activities on The Salvation Army Family Ministries Pinterest page.
As a guide, the suggested activities have asterisks to show how easy they are to prepare and set up, from simple (*) to more complicated (***).

Old MacDonald trail *
Use the printable trail for children to find different animals from the farm, as they sing along to the popular nursery rhyme. Provide the trail sheet on clipboards for families to spot each farm animal.

Animal washing station *
Arrange some muddy toy animals in one tray and some soapy water in a bowl, with brushes for scrubbing, and invite children to give the animals a bath.

Rake the hay activity *
Lay out a ground sheet and a pile of hay or straw, with toy rakes, buckets and even a wheelbarrow for children to rake and tidy up the hay.

Muddy pigs painting **
Print an outline of a pig on thin pink card for each child. Set up brown paint and brushes (or real mud mixed to paint consistency) and use paintbrushes or fingers, to get the pig as muddy as you can!

Playdough tractor tracks **
Make some homemade play-dough in farm colours – brown, green or yellow – along with some rolling pins to roll it flat. Add some toy tractors and make tracks in the play-dough.

Small world farm **
Set up a large tray with different sensory bases such as bird seed, healthy cereal, fake grass, straw, green rice etc. Add lots of different farm animals, a toy tractor, fences or trays to make different areas. 

Sheep headbands **
Make headbands with strips of A2 white card and double-sided tape. Provide cotton wool balls and ear shapes for children to stick on and then fit around their heads.

Conker or pinecone play ***
Set out large trays or containers on different levels with tubing going between them. You might be able to acquire some drainpipe, or long cardboard tubes – anything that conkers or pinecones could slide down. Farms are very busy places, so this is a great activity for children to get busy too!

Story ideas

Suggested books for story time or a story mat:
· Cluck Cluck Duck (Rachel Saunders)
· What the Ladybird Heard (Julia Donaldson)
· Peek Inside: Farm (Becky Davies and Fhiona Galloway)

Questions

· Have you ever been to a farm? What animals did you see?
· Have you ever been lost? How did it feel?
· Do you know what a shepherd is? What do they have to do to look after the sheep? In the Bible we read that ‘The Lord is my shepherd. I have everything I need’ (Psalm 23:1 ICB).

Song suggestions

Series Theme Song (Tune: ‘1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish alive’)

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, busy bees live in a hive,
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, roaring lions like a den.
Mice live in a hole, hippos like in mud to roll,
Fish swim in the sea – but my home is best for me!

Tune: ‘Old MacDonald had a farm’

God created all the world, I know, I know, I know!
And for the world he made some … pigs, cows, sheep etc.
I know, I know, I know!
With a …
(Follow the pattern of the traditional children’s song)

· ‘The Lion’s Roar’: www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dzk42FtUR_g 
· ‘The Animals on the Farm’: youtu.be/9FcCV286-gA?list=RD9FcCV286-gA
· ‘Creator God’: www.youtube.com/watch?v=GM4IVZuljEI 


Prayer

Get everyone to join in with the animal sounds.
Dear God,
Thank you for all the animals who live on the farm.
Thank you for the cows: ‘Moooo!’
Thank you for the sheep: ‘Baa baa!’
Thank you for the pigs: ‘Oink oink!’
Thank you for the chickens: ‘Cluck cluck!’
Thank you for the horses: ‘Neighhh!’
Thank you for all the farmers who look after the animals: ‘Oooh Aaar!’
Thank you because you are the Good Shepherd and that you are always with me. ‘Hurray!’
Amen.
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