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Theme: Church Arise
Adaptable Discussion Questions

Introduction/Context 
Acts 2:1-14 describes a pivotal moment in the early Church, occurring during the Jewish festival of Pentecost. The disciples, gathered together in unity, experience the sudden arrival of the Holy Spirit in a dramatic and transformative way. This miraculous event draws a crowd from various nations, who are amazed to hear the disciples proclaiming God’s wonders in their own tongues. The passage highlights both the supernatural empowerment of the believers and the astonishment of the onlookers, setting the stage for the spread of the gospel and the birth of the Church.
This context is crucial for understanding the themes of surrender, observation and guidance that follow in the text. The disciples’ posture – first sitting in expectation and then standing in amazement – reflects their openness to God’s Spirit and their readiness to respond to his leading. Acts 2:1-12 underscores the importance of unity as believers as we wait on God, and the dynamic work of the Holy Spirit in equipping us for God’s mission. 
‘Church Arise’ is a call for us to arise as a corps, to continue the works which we read of at Pentecost. But we must not move according to our own plans, our own agendas, or blindly follow routine. To arise with the Spirit of God, we must first bow low, and begin from a place of surrender – relinquish our plans and routines. Then we must rise to observe, to discern where God is moving and leading us and where he is withdrawing our attention. Finally we are commissioned to move out into those places, energised and equipped by the Spirit, to do far more than we could on our own.

Scripture Exploration
Form pairs or trios. Each group reads Acts 2:1-12, then picks a phrase or moment they find powerful. After some discussion, share with the whole group.
Option: Invite someone to read aloud in their native language to highlight diversity.

Part 1 – Sit in Surrender
Acts 2:2 (NLT) – ‘Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting.’ 
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The excitement of this verse almost causes us to miss a vital moment. Before the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the disciples were sitting together, spending time before God. They rested and waited, looking for his Spirit. This is a posture of surrender, humility and intimacy. 
Discuss: 
· What does it mean to sit before God?
· What could happen within our hearts and lives if we regularly sat before God?
· Do we wait enough, in expectation of God’s power and presence? Discuss potential barriers to this. 
Quotes: 
Isaiah 40:31 (NKJV) – ‘But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength.’ 
Luke 10:39 – ‘She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said.’
General John Gowans wrote these beautiful words: 
In this quiet moment, still, before your throne,
Conscious of your presence, knowing I am known.
In this quiet moment set my spirit free;
In this quiet moment, make a better me. (SASB 595)
Discuss: 
What thoughts do these quotes spark for you?
Optional youth/children’s activity: 
· Set up a ‘Quiet Corner’ with soft music, cushions and art supplies. Invite them to sit, listen, and either journal, doodle or sculpt (using clay/play-dough) what God’s presence means to them. This can also be set up on a table as an activity.


Part 2 – Stand and Observe
Acts 2:12 (NLT) – ‘They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other.’ 
The posture of observation, as illustrated in Acts 2:12, speaks to us about the need to be attentive to God’s activity which calls for spiritual awareness – taking time to observe what is happening and where he is at work in our lives and communities. As we watch and pray, we seek clarity from God, asking him to reveal his purposes and where he would have us participate. We so often move and make decisions as though it is the other way around, inviting God to bless the courses we have planned ahead of his guiding. Let us pause, filled with surrender, to observe where God is at work and what he is doing around us. Let him lead you according to his Kingdom plans and perfect timing. 




Discuss:
· Do I take time to discern God’s will before I act?
· How can we discern the places God is already at work in our corps and communities?
· How difficult do you find it to act upon the things you feel God has spoken? 
It is important to remember that God often speaks through Scripture, through prayer and through the wise counsel of others. Recognising God’s presence means reflecting carefully on what we observe, considering it in the light of his character, and patiently waiting for understanding if clarity does not come immediately. With open hearts, we grow in awareness of his leading and learn to follow step by step. 
Henri Nouwen writes: ‘To listen to God’s voice is to pay attention to God’s presence in the midst of our busy lives. God is always speaking, but we must be quiet enough to hear.’ 
– Henri Nouwen, Spiritual Direction
As we pay attention to what’s happening around us, it’s good to remember that people are observing us too. How we act and what we say gives others a glimpse of Jesus. The way we carry ourselves shapes not only our own walk with God, but also how others see him through us. The disciples didn’t hide what God was doing in them – they let their transformation be seen, and that sparked curiosity and questions among the crowd! In that moment, the disciples’ actions spoke louder than words. By being open about their faith and standing together, they let God’s work shine for everyone to see (John 13:35; Matthew 5:16).
Discuss:
· When people observe us, what do they see?
· Do they see the power of God at work in our lives?
· How could you see this as an opportunity? 
Optional youth/children’s activities: 
· In pairs, either standing or seated if easier, take turns to share how you see the love of God mirrored in each other.
· Write a short anonymous note of encouragement for someone else in the group. Exchange notes and share how it feels to receive and give blessings.

Part 3 – Step – Energised and Emboldened
Acts 2:14 (NLT) – ‘Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd … ’ 
They stepped – energised by the Spirit
In Acts 2:14, Peter, filled with faith and emboldened by the Holy Spirit, took a visible stand among the apostles and addressed the crowd. This act was more than just speaking; it was stepping into a role of responsibility, authority and service, showing what it looks like to be commissioned and equipped by God. To be energised by faith and step forward as Peter did means allowing your trust in God to propel you into action, even when circumstances are uncertain or challenging. Faith is not simply a passive belief or something kept privately; it’s the driving force that motivates us to respond to God’s call and participate in his work. 



They stepped – emboldened by the Spirit
Being emboldened by the Spirit is not just about having the right words; it’s about living in a way that reflects Christ’s love and truth, regardless of circumstances. It means trusting that God equips us to do what he asks, and letting our lives be a testimony to his power. Like Peter and the apostles, we are invited to arise as a Church today and let the Spirit guide us beyond our comfort zones, so that our actions and words reveal the reality of God’s Kingdom to those around us.
Discuss:
· How can you take more responsibility for your part to play in your corps and community?
· What is something beyond your comfort zone that God could want you to step into?
· In what areas do you need to grow in trust/faith with God?
Optional youth/children’s activity: 
· Using a pencil and some plain paper, ask each young person to draw around their foot. Invite them to write within their footprint one personal ‘bold step’ they’ll try this week (making encouragement cards, undertaking an act of kindness, inviting a friend to a corps event etc). 

Prayer and Response
Spiritually check your posture — are you ready to arise? 
Spend some time praying in pairs or individually. 

Optional Prayer Guidance - 
1. Open in surrender – surrender all of your plans, ideas, fears and doubts. Ask God to help you to trust him if you feel that is a barrier. Ask him to show you the freedom found in relinquishing control. Ask him to reveal the areas where you are struggling to let him lead.
2. Ask God to fill you afresh with his Spirit – to fill you with his gifts, empowering you for the work he has for you to accomplish. Thank him for all his awesome power and love.
3. Wait – don’t let the discomfort of silence rob you from hearing God’s voice and feeling his presence in the stillness. 
4. Observe – ask God to reveal to you the areas in your life and community where he is at work and wants you to partner with him. Ask God to help you show his nature and power in your life to those who observe you. Matthew 5:16 (NRSV) – ‘Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good deeds and give glory to your Father in heaven.’
5. Act – ask God to help you put his will into practice and for his words to turn into obedience in your life and corps. Ask God to embolden and equip you to carry out what he has spoken. Pray for unity in your corps, so that you may arise, united, for Kingdom impact.
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