
Creative Worship Ideas
Adapt the prayer and worship ideas below to suit the needs of your corps. They can be used in a main worship setting and/or for children and youth. 
All prayer and worship ideas found here are shaped around this year’s focus Scripture passage, Isaiah 43:19, and the general theme of local mission. This Harvest, may we look to the ‘new thing’ God has in mind as we partner with him for Kingdom impact.
The level of preparation is indicated next to each idea:
· This idea is simple to set up (*)
· This idea requires a bit of preparation (**)
· This idea may need some extra time to prepare (***)


Giving all we have (**)
Key Scriptures: 2 Kings 4:1–7; John 6:1–15
You will need:
· Hand stencils for children to get involved. 
· Paper and pens 
Throughout Scripture God consistently works with what seems insignificant. A small offering feeds thousands. A single jar of oil becomes enough to sustain a family. These stories remind us that the issue is never the size of what we have, but what happens when we place it in God’s hands! So, what is in our hands?
Either pre–cut different sized hand stencils or ask people to draw their own. Direct people to ask God what is in their hands that he wants to use/multiply for his Kingdom and write it on their stencil as a take–home reminder. 

Interactive Prayer Stations based on Isaiah 43:19 (***)
You will need:
· Four large pieces of coloured card or paper as a backdrop
· Paper templates of water ‘waves’, water droplets and fruit to write on (templates found at the end of this document)
· Pens and Blu-tack/tape

On one of the cards, write out Isaiah 43:19 for people to read and reflect on. 
Springs of Hope Station: Write prayers and/or prophetic declarations for your community and corps on paper water droplets. These droplets could be stuck on blue paper or card to represent the spring of life and provision God brings in even the driest of environments. 
You may want to draw in pencil a vertical outline of water springing ‘up’, for people to stick their droplets on, representing the Scripture passage.
Streams of Life Station: Reflect on and give thanks for what has brought life to you, your community and your corps. What ‘waters’ your ground? Write your thoughts on paper water ‘waves’ to display and inspire others. 
You may want to display a large blue sheet of paper/card for people to stick their waves on, with a pencil outline showing a horizontal stream–like shape for people to stick their droplets along, representing the Scripture passage. 
Our Harvest Station: Write testimonies and thank you notes as visible fruit of past prayers and outreach victories. These could be written on different fruit-shaped templates and attached to a cut-out tree or brightly coloured card for display. You may want to display real fruit here too. 
Collectively pray into each station. 

Prophetic Provision Wall (**)
Set‑up:
· A board, fabric wall, or paper titled:
‘Where God is Making a Way’
· Print/write the Scripture passage of Isaiah 43:19 if you want to bring context
During worship or after the sermon:
· Invite people to write: 
· A discerned community need (physical/spiritual/emotional)
· A discerned solution to that need (that may be in their hands!)

‘Streams in the Wasteland’ Simple Prayer Station (*)
If space allows – 
· Set up a display including: 
· Large water bowl (symbol of provision)
· Small stones/pebbles (symbols of wilderness)
· Hand towel(s) 
· Invite people to: 
· Touch / interact with the water as they pray
· Take a stone and name their wilderness
· Place their stone in the container of water and prayerfully declare God’s provision and life in that area
· Ask God to make a way

Responsibility and Release Prayer (*)
Explain: There can be a tension of responsibility when serving the Kingdom. God holds ultimate responsibility and control over Kingdom plans and impact, yet we still have a role to play as we partner with him and are stewards of what he has entrusted to us. Sometimes we can hold too tightly to things that belong to God. At other times we may step back from things God is inviting us to engage with. This is a moment to prayerfully discern the difference.
Invite: Invite everyone to sit comfortably and spend a few moments listening to God. Encourage all to repeat the spoken prayers after you, in their hearts. Ensure to pause regularly as you read, to allow for this opportunity. 
Hands Clenched – What am I controlling too tightly?
Leader to say: As you clench your hands into fists, ask God to show you areas where you may be holding on too tightly – situations, people, outcomes, plans, ministries or responsibilities that you have struggled to surrender to him.
Pause for reflection.
Prayer: Lord, show me what I am holding too tightly. Forgive me where I have tried to carry burdens that belong to you. I release my need for control and place these things back into your hands. Help me to trust your wisdom, timing and care. 
Pause for continued silent prayer.
Hands Open – What am I being invited to pick up?
Leader to say: Now slowly open your hands in front of you. Ask God to show you areas where you may have disengaged, held back, or avoided responsibility, that he is inviting you to embrace.
Pause for reflection.

Prayer: Lord, show me what you have entrusted to me. Where have I stepped back in fear, discomfort, uncertainty or doubt? Give me courage to partner with you. Help me to faithfully be a steward of what you are asking me to carry, trusting that your strength is sufficient for the task. 
Pause for continued silent prayer.
Closing Prayer: God, help us release what is yours and pick up what you’ve entrusted to us. Give us wisdom to know the difference, faith to trust you fully and courage to respond to your leading. Amen.

Partnering with God – Visual Demonstration (*)
You will need:
· A clear container full of water
· A bath bomb 
Demonstration: 
Explain …
We are called to partner with God in his Kingdom plans and impact. He has the ultimate power and authority, but he has given us authority in his name. What do we do with that? Do we effectively use the name of Jesus, do we move in bold faith, do we discern the will of God for our communities and prophesy life and provision in those areas as intercessors? 
See, I am doing a new thing!
    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
    and streams in the wasteland.
(Isaiah 43:19)
God is on the move and he wants us to move in step with him. So ask him to reveal his new plans: where are the ‘wastelands’ he intends to make a way in, and what does he want you to do, in partnership with him? 
These could be physical, emotional or spiritual wastelands. 

Drop the bath bomb into the water as a demonstration of partnership and impact. 
The bath bomb represents the gifts, calling and potential God has placed in us. The water represents God’s presence and power. On its own, the bath bomb cannot fulfil its purpose; it simply sits there, full of potential but unable to release what it was created to do. The water activates the bath bomb, causing it to fizz, releasing what is hidden within. 
In the same way, we are not called to serve in our own strength, but to respond to God’s leading and work in step with his Spirit. He empowers us, reveals our purpose and extends our reach far beyond what we could achieve alone. Just as the water carries the colour to every corner it touches, God works through us to reach others and join in his Kingdom work.
As people watch the fizzing reaction and the colour begin to spread, invite them to pray and ask God what new plans he has for them and what role he wants them to play in reaching people and expanding his Kingdom. The bath bomb is visible, but it is the water — often unseen and easily overlooked — that enables its impact and carries its influence further than it could ever go on its own.

Written Prayers

Prayer based on Isaiah 43:19
Lord, 
Help us not to miss the new things you are doing, in our lives and community. Shake up our norms and remove any of our limiting expectations. 
Wake us up spiritually to your springs of life already in motion and help us to see your hand of provision, especially in the areas we may have overlooked. 
Show us the spiritual wastelands that surround us and our part to play in your Kingdom plans of renewal. 
Give us boldness to embrace change and increase our discernment of the new things you have in mind. 
Amen.

A prophetic declaration for your community 
Lord, 
We commit our community and corps to you. 
You see every person and every need represented. We intercede for our community and declare that you hold the answers and provision for each one, seen and unseen. You will make a way.
May your springs of life burst forth in our community, make a way in the situations which seem impossible, bring renewal to that which feels forgotten, resurrect what feels dead, and progress that which feels stagnant. Use us as your mouthpiece, hands and feet to reach your people. 
May your new plans flourish in this place! 
Amen. 

Thank you for your provision
Father,
We come before you today giving thanks for your provision and your goodness to us at this harvest time. We are grateful for your love that not only provides for our needs but also made a way for us to know you through Jesus Christ.
It is easy to lose focus on what you have given us. We pray that today as we look to your creation, a wonderful gift, that we will learn to be thankful for our world. We thank you that you are a good Father who has given us everything we need.
Forgive us for doubting you, for worrying, and for trying so hard to work everything out on our own. Help us to trust you more. Help us in our unbelief.
Help us to help others and to share and care as you taught us, in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

A prayer for local mission
Lord God,
Thank you for the privilege of being your mouthpiece. Embolden us to share our testimonies and speak words of encouragement to those around us, proclaiming your good news.
Thank you for the privilege of being your hands and feet. Equip us to meet the needs of our community in your name. Show us the areas where support is needed and provide us with the tools required.
Thank you for the gift of your Holy Spirit. Guide us to hear your voice and follow your lead as we help build your Kingdom. Forgive us for any limits we may have placed on you, and birth in us new inspiration for serving this community.
Amen.


Give thanks for the good gifts
Leader:	God of all creation,
All:	We give thanks to you for your good gifts to us.
Leader:	For the beauty of creation and its rich and varied fruits,
All:	We give thanks to you for your good gifts to us.
Leader:	For clean water and fresh air, for food and shelter, for animals and plants,
All:	We give thanks to you for your good gifts to us.
Leader:	Forgive us for the times when we have taken the Earth’s resources for granted.
All:	We ask your forgiveness and seek your help to do better.
Leader:	Forgive us for the times when we have wasted what you have given us. 
All:	We ask your forgiveness and seek your help to do better.
Leader:	Transform our hearts and minds.
All:	Renew our minds so that we see and act as you do.
Leader:	Teach us to care and share.
All:	Renew our minds so that we see and act as you do.
Leader:	Transform our actions and behaviours.
All:	Renew our minds so that we see and act as you do.
Leader:	Father, creator of all,
All:	We give thanks, seek forgiveness, and ask for your renewal.
Amen.





Worship Songs
(With lyric videos)
You may wish to simply play the song(s) while the congregation have a personal time of prayer and reflection; or you may want to use these suggestions for a time of corporate worship.

· ‘Way Maker’ – Leeland
www.youtube.com/watch?v=jNa6Iqem_fo
· ‘Do It Again’ – Elevation Worship www.youtube.com/watch?v=0B_lnQIITxU&list=RD0B_lnQIITxU&start_radio=1
· ‘Goodness of God’ – Bethel Music 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-f4MUUMWMV4&list=RD-f4MUUMWMV4&start_radio=1
· ‘Great Is Thy Faithfulness’ – Reawaken Hymns www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbDNkwcuBus&list=RDlbDNkwcuBus&start_radio=1
· ‘See a Victory’ – Elevation Worship 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNd-PbVhnvA&list=RDYNd-PbVhnvA&start_radio=1

SA Songbook
· 816 – 	‘Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided’
· 27 – 	‘Guide me, O thou great Jehovah’
· 386 – 	‘Open our eyes, Lord’
· 1005 – ‘Brother, sister, let me serve you’
· 312 – 	‘Spirit of the living God’

View and download more Harvest song lyric videos on the Harvest Resources page found here: www.salvationist.org.uk/resources/key-dates/harvest
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