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Use this Bible study however you find most helpful. Designed for small groups, it provides an opportunity to explore the themes of homelessness, poverty and exclusion through Scripture. Groups can reflect on what Isaiah 61 meant to its first hearers, why Jesus chose this passage as reported in Luke 4, what it reveals about God’s heart for those on the margins, and how he may be calling us to respond today.

Title and Scripture

Good News, Restoration and God’s Mission (Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11)

Opening Prayer

Lord Jesus,
As we open your word, open our eyes to see what you are doing in the world.
Open our minds to understand Scripture.
Open our hearts to hear your voice.
And give us courage to respond to whatever you show us.
Amen.

Icebreaker

Invite participants to answer:
When you hear the word ‘home’, what is the first word or image that comes to mind?
Allow each person to share briefly.
Possible answers may include:
· Safety
· Family
· Belonging
· Rest
· Welcome
· Stability
After some discussion, say:
Throughout Scripture, God’s concern is not only for buildings and places, but also for people finding security, dignity and belonging. Isaiah 61 speaks into that reality.

Reading the Passage

Read Isaiah 61:1-4 aloud.
Invite a second reader to read verses 8-11.
Ask participants simply:
What word, phrase or image stood out to you?

Observation

Discussion Questions
What does the text say?
Resist interpretation initially.
Encourage participants to look closely at the passage. These more specific questions might help open it up:
1. Who is speaking in this passage?
2. What actions is the speaker sent to carry out?
3. Who are the recipients of these actions?
4. What images are used throughout the passage?
5. What contrasts do you notice? Some examples might be:
a. Good news / poverty
b. Beauty/ashes
c. Joy/mourning
d. Praise/despair
e. Ruins/rebuilding
6. What seems to be God’s priority in these verses?
7. How many references can you find to restoration?

Interpretation

Historical Background
Isaiah speaks into a period when God’s people had experienced exile, displacement and loss.
Jerusalem had been devastated. People had lost homes, security and hope.
The language of rebuilding ruined cities and restoring devastated places would have been deeply personal.

Discussion Questions
1. Why might ‘good news’ have sounded powerful to people who had experienced exile?
2. What does this passage reveal about God’s character?
3. Why do you think the poor, broken-hearted and oppressed are mentioned first?
4. How is God’s response different from merely offering comfort?
5. What does it mean to move from relief to restoration?
6. Why do you think the fourth verse speaks about rebuilding ruins rather than simply escaping them?

Notice that God’s vision is not merely helping people survive.
God’s desire is renewal:
· Restored people
· Restored communities
· Restored dignity
· Restored relationships

Jesus and Isaiah 61

Invite someone to read Luke 4:16-21 aloud.
Then ask:
1. Why do you think Jesus chose this passage to describe his mission?
2. What is significant about Jesus saying: ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing’ (v21)?
3. How does Isaiah 61 help us understand Jesus’ ministry?
4. What aspects of Jesus’ life reflect these promises? Some examples might be:
a. Healing the sick
b. Welcoming outcasts
c. Forgiving sinners
d. Restoring dignity
e. Challenging injustice
f. Bringing hope

Application

Which group in Isaiah 61 do you most identify with right now?
· The poor
· The broken-hearted
· The mourning
· The weary
· Those waiting for restoration
What encouragement do you find in this passage?
What promise do you most need to hear today?
Allow a few moments of reflection.

Homelessness Application
Isaiah’s audience understood displacement and insecurity.
While our situations may differ, many people today experience:
· Homelessness
· Temporary accommodation
· Housing insecurity
· Isolation
· Poverty
· Disconnection from community
With that in mind, how would we respond to these questions?
1. What might ‘good news’ look like for someone experiencing homelessness today?
2. What practical needs come to mind?
3. What emotional or spiritual needs might also exist?
4. How can the Church move beyond charity toward restoration?
5. What barriers prevent people from experiencing belonging?
6. Where do you see signs of hope and restoration already happening?

Reflection

Invite two minutes of silence.
Say:
Ask God quietly:
‘Lord, what do you want me to notice?’
‘Lord, what do you want us to notice?’
Allow silence.
Afterwards, invite participants to share briefly.
Perhaps they sensed:
· A person
· A Scripture
· A challenge
· A practical opportunity
· A prayer burden

Group Conversation

If Isaiah 61 became a reality in our community …
What would be different?
What might God be inviting our community to do?
Examples might include:
· Supporting a local Lifehouse
· Building friendships with people experiencing homelessness
· Volunteering
· Hosting community meals
· Prayer partnerships
· Advocacy around housing issues
What is one realistic action we could explore in the next three months?



If the Bible study is taking place online
Invite participants to type a single word into the chat that completes this sentence:
‘God is calling us to be a people of __________.’
Read the words aloud and offer a brief prayer around them.

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus,
Thank you for the good news of your Kingdom.
Thank you that you bind up the broken-hearted, comfort those who mourn and restore what has been lost.
Help us not only to admire your mission, but also to join it.
Show us where you are rebuilding lives in our communities.
Make us people of compassion, justice, hospitality and hope.
And may your Spirit continue the work of restoration through us.
Amen.
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