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Use this sermon starter however you find most helpful. You could explore the passage in a single sermon, using some or all of the four sections, or treat each of the sections as a separate short reflection. Every section includes an illustration and application designed to encourage prayerful reflection and inspire your community to respond in practical ways.

Title and Scripture

Good news that rebuilds lives (Isaiah 61:1-4)

Preaching Goals

To help people understand:
1. God’s concern for those experiencing poverty, homelessness and exclusion.
2. That Jesus fulfils Isaiah’s vision.
3. That the Church is called to participate in God’s work of restoration and rebuilding.
4. That Homelessness Sunday is an opportunity not just to care, but to discern how God is calling us to respond.

Introduction

Isaiah 61 was written into a context of devastation.
The people of Israel had experienced exile. Jerusalem had been damaged, and communities were experiencing deep loss.
Many had lost not simply property, but identity, security and belonging.
The language of ruined cities, broken lives and restoration reflects a people who knew what it felt like to lose home.
Into that context God speaks words of hope:
‘The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me’ (Isaiah 61:1)
This is not simply comfort. It is a declaration that God is acting.
· God’s answer to devastation is restoration.
· God’s answer to despair is hope.
· God’s answer to brokenness is rebuilding.
When Jesus reads these words in Luke 4, he announces that this mission has arrived in him.

Application
You might like to put out the following question:
‘What does home mean to you?’
Most people immediately think of:
· Safety
· Warmth
· Belonging
· Familiarity
· Security
· Relationships
Home is more than bricks and mortar.
· It is where we feel known.
· It is where we can rest.
· It is where we belong.
The tragedy of homelessness is not only the absence of a house.
It is often the loss of security, stability, dignity, community and hope.
Isaiah 61 speaks directly into that reality.

Section One – God’s Heart for Those who are Struggling

‘…the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.’ (Isaiah 61:1)
Notice where God begins.
· Not with the powerful.
· Not with the successful.
· Not with those who appear to have everything together.
God begins with people who are hurting.
· The poor.
· The broken-hearted.
· The captive.
· The oppressed.

Illustration
Imagine two people walking through a town centre.
One notices the shops.
The other notices the people.
The first sees buildings.
The second sees stories:
· A young person sleeping rough
· A mother worried about rent
· A man carrying everything he owns in a backpack
The same street. Different vision.
One of the miracles of Jesus is not that he simply helped people.
It is that he saw them.

Application
Homelessness Sunday invites us to ask:
· Who are we noticing?
· Who are we missing?
· Whose stories do we not hear?
The first step in God’s mission is often learning to see as God sees.

Section Two – Relief and Restoration in Christ

‘…to bind up the broken-hearted’ (Isaiah 61:1)
‘…a crown of beauty instead of ashes’ (Isaiah 61:3)
Many social challenges are deeper than simply material need.
A person may need housing.
But they may also need:
· Healing
· Friendship
· Support
· Dignity
· Community
· Hope
Jesus never treated people as problems to solve.
He treated people as individuals to love.
And when Jesus announced his ministry by quoting from Isaiah in Luke 4, he also announced a different way of seeing people – with compassion, dignity, and a desire to see lives restored.

Illustration
The great storm of October 1987 saw devastation across the south of England. Huge trees were uprooted and lay across dual carriageways. The town of Sevenoaks in Kent was memorably mentioned in the news afterwards, as the storm reduced the seven oak trees to just one! 
If a tree falls during a storm, you can cut it into pieces and remove it.
Or you can nurture new growth.
One solution clears away the evidence.
The other creates new life.
God’s work is always restorative.
He does not simply manage brokenness.
He redeems it.

Application
We are called not only to provide practical support but also to offer:
· Friendship
· Community
· Hope
· Spiritual care
· Belonging
The gospel compels us to respond to people’s immediate needs.
But it also invites us to offer something deeper.
We are called to walk alongside people as they discover healing, dignity, purpose, and ultimately restoration in Christ.

Section Three: God’s People are Called to Rebuild

‘They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated’ (Isaiah 61:4)
Notice something important.
The passage begins with what God does.
But it ends with what God’s people do.
The people who experience God’s restoration become restorers.
The people who receive grace become agents of grace.
The people who encounter hope become bearers of hope.

Illustration
After a major flood or fire, communities often discover something remarkable.
· Neighbours who barely spoke begin helping one another.
· People bring meals.
· Volunteers clear debris.
· Communities rebuild together.
Restoration happens through ordinary people responding to extraordinary need.
That is often how God works.

Application
The question for Homelessness Sunday is:
What might rebuilding lives look like for us?
Perhaps:
· Developing links with a local Lifehouse
· Welcoming Lifehouse residents into corps settings
· Joining a street outreach ministry
· Providing practical volunteering
· Supporting employment initiatives
· Becoming advocates for housing justice
· Praying regularly for those experiencing homelessness
Not every community can do everything.
But every community can do something.

Section Four: The Spirit Still Anoints God’s People Today

‘The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me’ (Isaiah 61:1)
When Jesus reads this passage in Luke 4, he declares, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing’ (Luke 4:21).
The mission of Isaiah becomes the mission of Jesus.
The mission of Jesus becomes the mission of the Church.
This is not simply a historical text.
It is a living calling.

Illustration
In summer 2026, Birmingham hosted the European Athletics Championships.
As part of these games, relay races were featured with the UK claiming the gold for the men’s, women’s and mixed 4 x 100 metres.
When we think of a relay race, one runner carries the baton for a season before passing it on.
The race continues.
Isaiah carried the vision.
Jesus embodied the vision.
The Church now carries the baton.
The question is:
What will we do with it?

Application
Homelessness Sunday is not merely about raising awareness.
It is about asking:
· What is God saying to us?
· Where is God already at work?
· How is God inviting us to join him?

Conclusion

Isaiah 61 begins with good news and ends with rebuilding.
Between those two realities stands God’s people.
We cannot solve every housing challenge.
We cannot fix every injustice.
We cannot click our fingers and hope for everything to be OK.
But we can choose to be available to God:
· We can pray
· We can listen
· We can welcome
· We can advocate
· We can serve
And as we do, we reveal something of God’s Kingdom:
· A kingdom where every person has value
· A kingdom where dignity is restored
· A kingdom where broken lives are rebuilt
· A kingdom where nobody is forgotten
Today, perhaps the challenge is not simply:
‘What do I think about homelessness?’
But:
‘How is God calling me – and us – to participate in his work of restoration?’
For the Spirit of the Lord is still at work.
And God’s good news is still good news for those who need it most.

Response Time

You could invite people to spend two minutes silently reflecting on three questions:
1. What has God shown me today?
2. What is one practical step I could take?
3. What might God be calling our community to do together?
You could also respond with the song ‘Because of Jesus’ by Charity Gayle, which references Isaiah 61:1-4: youtube.com/watch?v=NfVEQJjbNXQ.
You might like to conclude with a simple prayer:
Lord Jesus, make us people who not only proclaim good news, but who also embody it. Show us where you are rebuilding lives and give us courage to join you. Amen.
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