[image: ]






[image: ]
This is to equip you with prayers, reflection prompts and discussion questions to help your community pray about homelessness and consider its response. You may choose one section or use the entire resource.

Title and Focus

Good News for the Poor – Listening, Praying and Responding
Based on Isaiah 61, Luke 4:16-21 and The Salvation Army’s commitment to mission, justice and practical compassion.

Using This Toolkit

You could use this resource:
· During a Sunday meeting
· In a prayer meeting
· In a house group or small group
· As part of a corps council reflection
· During personal devotions
· During a retreat
· In a homelessness awareness event
· At any time of corporate reflection

Suggested Flow

1. Scripture
2. Reflection
3. Prayer
4. Discernment questions
5. Commitment to action

Introduction

Opening Scripture
‘The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.’ (Isaiah 61:1)

Opening Prayer
Lord Jesus,
You came proclaiming good news to the poor, freedom for the oppressed, hope for the forgotten and dignity for the overlooked.
Open our eyes to what you see.
Open our ears to what you are saying.
Open our hearts to those experiencing homelessness and housing insecurity.
As we pray, help us to move beyond sympathy into compassion, beyond concern into action, and beyond awareness into faithful response.
Amen.

Reflection One – Seeing People, Not Problems

Scripture
‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ (Luke 4:18-19)

Reflection
People experiencing homelessness are often spoken about as an issue, a statistic, or a social problem.
Yet Jesus always saw people.
He saw names. Stories. Dreams. Pain. Potential.
Discernment begins when we ask:
‘Who is God asking us to notice?’

Prayer Prompt
Lord, forgive us when we have looked away.
Help us to see every person as made in your image – worthy of dignity, value, belonging and love.
Amen.
Here you may like to use a prayer from the resource Praying for an End to Homelessness: www.salvationist.org.uk/resources/worship 

Reflection Two – Homelessness Beyond the Streets

Discussion Starter
When we hear the word ‘homelessness’, we often picture rough sleeping.
Yet homelessness can include:
· Temporary accommodation
· Sofa surfing
· Families living in insecure housing
· Threatened eviction
· Unsuitable accommodation
· Refuge accommodation
· Hidden homelessness

Reflection
Many people experiencing housing insecurity are invisible.
What might God be showing us about the hidden needs in our community?

Prayer Prompt
God of truth,
Help us see beyond assumptions.
Reveal the hidden struggles around us.
Show us where insecurity, poverty and isolation are affecting our neighbours.
Give us eyes to see and hearts to respond.
Amen.

Listening Prayer Exercise
Invite everyone to sit quietly for two minutes.
Then ask:
Lord, what do you want us to see, feel, understand or respond to regarding homelessness in our community?
Provide space for silence.
Encourage participants to note:
· A word
· A Scripture passage
· An image
· A burden
· A challenge
· A practical idea

Discernment Questions
Personal:
1. What part of today’s reflection has stayed with me?
2. What emotion do I notice within myself?
3. Where might God be inviting me out of my comfort zone?
4. What practical step could I take in the next month?
Group:
1. What needs exist in our community?
2. What do we already know about local homelessness?
3. What are we assuming rather than knowing?
4. Who are we currently serving?
5. Who are we not reaching?

Reflection Three – God’s People Rebuild

Scripture
‘They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated.’ (Isaiah 61:4)

Reflection
Isaiah does not simply describe charity.
He describes restoration.
God’s people become participants in rebuilding lives, communities and hope.
The question is not simply:
· ‘What can we give?’
It is:
· ‘What can we help rebuild?’

Prayer of Discernment
Lord,
Where are you already at work?
Show us.
Where are you inviting us to join you?
Lead us.
Where you call us, give us courage.
Where you challenge us, give us humility.
Where you send us, give us love.
Help us to recognise your voice and respond with faithfulness.
Amen.

Practical Response Discernment
Here you could provide space to consider the following possibilities as a group.
God may be calling us to:
Learn
· Visit a local Lifehouse
· Host a speaker from The Salvation Army’s homelessness services
· Learn about housing needs in the local area
· Engage with local council homelessness data
Serve
· Volunteer at a Lifehouse
· Support a local outreach team
· Join a street engagement project
· Participate in food support initiatives
· Offer practical skills and mentoring
Welcome
· Enable an integrated mission approach by creating stronger relationships between corps and Lifehouse staff/residents
· Invite residents from the local Lifehouse to community events
· Invite those experiencing homelessness to be welcomed by building friendships rather than through programmes
Advocate
· Raise awareness locally
· Pray regularly for housing justice
· A good starting point for this could be the resource Praying for an End to Homelessness: www.salvationist.org.uk/resources/worship
· Support campaigns addressing housing insecurity
· Speak up for those whose voices are often unheard

Group Discernment Exercise
Invite participants to complete the sentence:
· ‘I sense God may be calling our community to …’
Write responses where everyone can see them.
Then open it out:
· Which ideas create energy?
· Which ideas align with our mission?
· Which ideas are realistic?
· Which ideas require some more prayer and discernment?
· Which ideas require partnership?
End with:
Which one action could we commit to in the next three months?

Conclusion

Commitment Prayer
Lord Jesus,
Thank you for speaking to us today.
Protect us from hearing without responding.
Where we have been challenged, help us change.
Where we have been inspired, help us act.
Where we have seen need, help us serve.
May our prayers become compassion. May our compassion become action. May our action point people to you.
Amen.

Here you may like to use a prayer from the resource Praying for an End to Homelessness: www.salvationist.org.uk/resources/worship 

Optional Challenge
Invite every participant to complete one action within the next month:
· Visit or connect with a local Lifehouse
· Volunteer in a homelessness-related ministry
· Have a conversation with someone whose experience differs from their own
· Pray weekly for those affected by housing insecurity in the community
· Support a local homelessness project practically or financially
· Explore a new partnership that strengthens local mission
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