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Sermon Starter

Teaching Text

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so favoured, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfil his promises to her!’
And Mary said:
‘My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me –
holy is his name.
His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.
He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful
to Abraham and his descendants for ever,
just as he promised our ancestors.’
Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home. (Luke 1:39-56 NIV)



Sermon Summary

Second Sunday of Advent – Hope for a Better World (Waiting with Mary)
Hope takes shape in Mary’s song as she celebrates God’s vision for the world. Through her song, traditionally known as the Magnificat, she declares a reality where the humble are lifted up, the hungry are filled and God’s justice prevails. In a world that often rewards cynicism, Mary’s hope looks beyond what is and trusts in what God is bringing about. She invites us to glimpse a different future and to recognise the signs of God’s Kingdom already at work, even when change feels distant and we desperately wait for things to be different.

Preaching Goals

Inner transformation of people’s hearts: recognising that waiting is often preparation, and that when we stop long enough to notice, we discover that God is already at work. Like Mary, we learn to wait with trust, expectation and hope, participating in God’s Kingdom that is both now and yet to come.
Outward practice that the sermon could lead to: living as hopeful and prophetic witnesses to God’s coming Kingdom. Rather than waiting passively for the world to change, we actively participate in God’s salvation story, in our lives and communities.

Introduction

Mary has just received the earth-shattering news that she is going to give birth to the Messiah. She risks everything:
· her future marriage
· her reputation
· her own wellbeing
Yet her response is one of remarkable trust:
‘I am the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled.’ (Luke 1:38 NIV)
In the previous week we saw the removal of shame through the birth of Elizabeth and Zechariah’s child. Here, however, the opposite seems true. As an unmarried woman, Mary faces the possibility of suspicion, rejection and disgrace. 
Yet despite the cost, she responds with faithful obedience:
‘Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from God will ever fail.’ (Luke 1:36-37 NIV)
As Mary hurries to visit Elizabeth, she begins to discover that this story is about far more than her own future. It is the beginning of something much bigger. What God is doing in her life is part of a new Kingdom that will transform the world.
Advent teaches us that waiting is not empty. It is often the place where God prepares us to see his purposes more clearly.
As we listen to Mary’s song, we tune in to a hope that reaches beyond our own circumstances and invites us into God’s vision for a better world.

Section One – Faithful in the Waiting

This section focuses on Luke 1:39–45.
Mary likely travels between 80 and 100 miles from Nazareth to Zechariah’s home in Judea. When she arrives, she finds Elizabeth pregnant, just as the angel had said.
If that confirmation were not enough, Elizabeth’s unborn child recognises something divine in Mary’s presence and leaps for joy in the womb.
The angel had promised that ‘no word from God will ever fail’. Everything unfolds exactly as God said it would. If God’s word had not failed Elizabeth, then Mary could trust that God would not fail her either.
God had already shown himself faithful, and that faithfulness became the foundation of Mary’s hope for the future.
As Mary and Elizabeth began their pregnancies, all they could do was wait. They did not know exactly what would happen next. Yet in the uncertainty they held on to God’s promises already fulfilled, and those fulfilled promises gave them confidence for the promises still to come.
Advent invites us into the same posture.
Waiting is not passive. It is hopeful trust rooted in the character and faithfulness of God.
The song ‘I’m in his hands’ by Stanley Ditmer says, ‘The days I cannot see have all been planned for me.’ (SASB 848)
Like Mary, we often see only the next step rather than the whole journey. Yet God repeatedly proves himself trustworthy. His past faithfulness strengthens us to trust him with the future.
You could invite people to consider:
· Where is God asking me to be his servant and allow his word to be fulfilled in my life?
· Does that invitation require courage, trust or risk?
· Where have I seen God’s faithfulness before that can strengthen my confidence today? 
· How am I making space to listen to God while I wait?
You might also use the image of pregnancy as an illustration. Waiting for a child involves preparation, anticipation and expectation.
In a similar way, Advent waiting calls us to prepare our hearts, make space for God’s voice and remain attentive to what he is doing.

Section Two – An Even Bigger Hope

This section focuses on Luke 1:46–55.
Mary begins her song of praise, traditionally known as the Magnificat, by celebrating God’s faithfulness to her. Yet it quickly becomes clear that God’s mercy and favour extend far beyond one young woman.
This hymn of praise is filled with echoes of the Old Testament. Like Habakkuk and Hannah before her, Mary recognises her need of God’s saving grace while also celebrating God’s faithfulness to his people.
As we listen to Mary’s words, we realise that this story is part of a much bigger story: ‘His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation.’

Mary declares that God is acting not only for her benefit but also for the good of all people. The promises given throughout Israel’s history are now reaching their fulfilment in Jesus.
God has acted powerfully throughout history. He has made covenants, delivered his people and demonstrated his faithfulness repeatedly.
Yet everything has been leading towards this moment.
Unlike previous kingdoms and rulers, which ultimately failed or became corrupted, the Kingdom established through Christ will endure for ever. It is a Kingdom defined by mercy, justice and hope.
Mary’s song reminds us that Advent is not merely about preparing for Christmas. It is about participating in God’s redemption story for the whole of creation.
You might encourage people to reflect on the following:
· Our lives are part of a much bigger story.
· Advent invites us not simply to observe God’s work, but to participate in it.
· Jesus comes among us and invites us to join his salvation story in our own neighbourhoods and communities.
You could leave people with one (or both) of these questions:
· How is God inviting me to take part in his salvation story?
· Who might God be inviting me to share hope with this Advent season?

Section Three – It’s Already Begun!

This section focuses on Luke 1:46–55, particularly Mary’s vision of God’s Kingdom.
Mary’s song paints a picture of a completely different social and economic order. It is a vision where the proud are humbled, the humble are lifted up and the hungry are filled. 
It is a vision of God’s future Kingdom marked by justice, fairness and love.
Just as her son Jesus would later overturn the tables in the Temple, so the world here is turned upside down. Tables that seat rulers are overturned, and the outcasts are invited to feast.
Although Mary sings about God’s future, she also recognises that this future has already begun.
Just as a fragile new life was already growing unseen within her womb, the Kingdom of God was already breaking into the world. Even while waiting for Christ’s birth, signs of God’s new reality were already visible.
This passage highlights God’s upside-down Kingdom.
A young, unmarried girl takes centre stage and proclaims one of the most powerful visions of God’s Kingdom found anywhere in Scripture.
A story that might have brought shame and suspicion is instead used to reveal God’s grace and salvation.
The encounter between Mary and Elizabeth shows God elevating those whom society often overlooks. Two women from very different backgrounds stand together as equal participants in God’s salvation story.
In these ordinary lives we catch a glimpse of God’s extraordinary Kingdom.
Mary was faithfully waiting for a hope that was still to come, yet God’s Kingdom was already active in and through her life, voice and body.
The best was still to come, but God was already at work.
You could invite people to reflect on:
· What would Mary’s upside-down Kingdom look like in our community?
· Where are people being overlooked, ignored or marginalised?
· Where do we see signs of God’s justice, mercy and hope already breaking through?
· If we stopped and waited long enough to notice, where would we see God’s Kingdom at work in our lives and communities?

Response

Much like new life forming within a womb, there are often signs of life long before a child is born.
In the same way, God’s Kingdom is already at work, even while we continue to wait for its complete fulfilment.
Advent reminds us that we live between promise and fulfilment. We live in the space between what God has already done and what he has yet to complete.
Like Mary, we are invited to:
· Trust God’s promises.
· Notice signs of his Kingdom already breaking through.
· Take an active role in his salvation story.
· Live as witnesses to hope, justice, mercy and grace.
Our world may still feel far from the vision Mary describes in the Magnificat, yet God continues to use ordinary people to reveal his extraordinary Kingdom.
To close out this sermon, you could invite people to consider the following:
· Where can I see God’s Kingdom already at work?
· Where is God calling me to step out in faith?
· How can I become a witness to God’s upside-down Kingdom in my community?

Closing Prayer

Dear Father, 
We thank you that you are the God who always keeps your promises, and that even during seasons of fear, waiting and uncertainty, we can trust in you.
As you draw us into your salvation story once again, would you show us how we can take part and share your hope in our communities this Advent.
As we wait on you, teach us to notice the signs of your Kingdom already breaking through around us.
Show us what justice looks like in our communities, and grant us holy boldness to witness to your Kingdom in our words, actions and bodies. 
We pray that your Kingdom would come, and your will would be done, in our lives, in our communities, and in your world, today.
Amen.
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